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. ARGUMENT. 

BiaaldoatidDudonJIght; then frleadth^ make. 
And to each olhtr Jittiag honour pay. 
jtgramant*! hoit the united chao^nota breakf 
And Kotltr it, like iAi\ff', in diiarrag. 
SraHdimarl traget oar, Jbr Rolas^t take, 
Wia Bodomimt, and lotei in IJiefiay. 
Thit whOe, j&r good Bat/aria, viih more pain, 
ConUnd Rlnaldo md the Stricane. 
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THE ORLANDO FUEIOSO. 



CANTO XiXl. 



What sweeter, gkdder, state oonld be ponest 
Than faUa to the entunoored boaom's share ? 
What happier mode of life, what lot more blest. 
Than evermore the chains of loye to wear ? 
Were not the lover, 'mid his jojs, diatrest 
By that auspicious fear, that cruel csre, 
That martyrdom, whuih racka the suffering sprite. 
That phrensied rage, which jealousy is hight. 

11. 

For by all bitten «lse which interpose 
Befiwe enjoyment of this choicest sweet. 
Love is augmented, to perfection growa, 
And takes a finer edge; to drink and eat, 
Hunger and thirst the palate so dispose. 
And flavour more our beverage and our meat. 
Feebly that wight can estimate the charms 
Of peace, wlio never kn«w the pain o{ arms. 
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4 THE OKLANDO 

III. 

That which the heart aye sees, though undiscwned 
Of human eye, we can support in peace. 
To him long absent, to his love returned, 
A longer absence is but joy's increase. 
Service msy be endured, though nought is earaed. 
So that the hope of guerdon does not cease. 
For worthy service in the end is paid, 
Albeit it« wages should be Itmg delaid. 

IV. 
Scorn, and repulse, and finally each pain 
Of suffering love, his every martyrdom. 
Through recollection, make us entertain 
Delights with greater rapture, when they come. 
Bat if weak mind be pmsoned by that bane. 
That filthy pest, conceived in Stygian home. 
Though joy ensue, with all its festive pleasures. 
The wretched lover ill his comfort measures. 



This is that cruel and envenomed wound 

Where neither salve nor potion soothes the smart ; 
Nor figure made by witch, nor murmnred sound ; 
Nor star benign observed in friendly part ; 
Nor aught beside by Zoroaster found. 
Inventor as he was of magic art '. 
Fell wound, which, more than every other woe. 
Makes wretched man despair, and lays him low ! 
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VAMTO XXXI. THE ORLANDO FURIOSO' 
VI. 

O! cruel wound! incapable of cure. 

Inflicted with sucli ease on lover's breast, 
No less by fidse suspicion tban by sure ! 

wound ! whose pangs so wofuUy molest. 
They reason and our better wit obscure. 

And from its natural bent our judgment wrest : 
Wound, which against all reason didst destroy 
The damsel of Dordona's every joy ! 

YII. 
I speak not of what fatal mischief wrought 
Hippalca's and the brother's bitter blow ; 

1 speak of fell and cruel tidings brought 
Some few days after ; for the former woe. 
Weighed with this other, was a thing of nought i 
This after some digression will I show : 

But first Rinaldo's feats I must declare. 
Who with his troop to Paris made repair. 

VIII. 

The following day they met a cavalier. 

Towards evening, vrith a lady by his side'; 

Sable his shield, and sable was his gear. 

Whose ground a bar of silver did divide. 

As foremost, and of seeming force, the peer. 

Young Richardetto to the joust defied : 

He, prompt for battle, wheeled his courser round. 

And for the tourney took sufficient ground. 
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6 THE OKLAMDO FUKIOSO- CANTO XXXI. 

IX. 

Between those knigfats no further parley past : 
Without more questionj charged the martial two. 
Rinaldo with the friendly troop stood fast. 
And looked to see what issne would ensue. 
" Him from his saddle will I qoickly cast, 
" If firm the footing, and mine arm prove true ;" 
Within himsdf yoong Ridiardetto cries : 
But that encounter ends iii other wise. 



Him underneath the visw's si^t offends 
The Btrangor champion, of the sable weed. 
With force so fell, that he the youth extends 
Above two lances' length beyond his steed. 
Quickly to venge the knight Alardo wends. 
But &I1b Tiimaglf astounded on the mead ; 
Sore handled, and unhorsed by such a stroke. 
His buckler in the cruel shock is broke. 

XI. 

- His lance Oulchardo levelled, when he spied 
Outstretdied np<«t tim field, the brethren two; 
Although " Halt, halt," (renowned Rinaldo cried,) 
" For this third oonrse to me is justly due :" 
But he as y«t hb helmet had not tied; 
60 that Guichardo to the combat flew. 
He kept his seat no better than the twain ; 
Forthwith, like'them, extended on the plain. 
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CANTO XXXI. THE OBLAVDO FDItlOSO. 
XII. 

All to be foremost !n the joiut cantCod, 
Ricbardo, Malagigi, Viiriane : 
But to their atrife Rinaldo pats bd end ; 
He shows himself in arms before the train. 
Saying, " 'Tis time that we to Paris wend j 
" For us too long the tounie]' will dstain, 
" If I expect till eatih his course has run, 
" And ye are all unseated, one by one." 

xin. 

So spake the knight, yet spake not in a tone 
To be o'etheard in what he inly said ; 
Who thus fool icom would to the rest hare dme. 
Both now had wheded, and fieroe wixHinter made. 
In the career Rinaldo was not thrown, 
Who all the banded hinKmen much outweighed ; 
Their spears like brittle glass to piecca wait, 
But Dot an inch the champions backward beat. 

XIV. 

The chargers luoh a rough eaoounter made. 

That on his crupper sank each staggering botss : 
Rjnaldo'a rose so quick, he might be said 
Scarcely to interrupt his r^d oourse : 
The stranger's brt^e bis spine and shoulder>blflde ; 
That other sbodked him with such Aespente foroe. 
When his lord sees him slain, be leaves his seat. 
And in an instant springs upon his feet ; 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



8 THE OBLANSO FUBIOBO. CANTO XXX t. 

XV. 

And to Iiis foe, that having wheeled snew. 

Approached with hand unarmed, the wurrior cried ; 
" Sir, to the goodly courser whom ye slew, 
" Because, whenss he lived, he was my pride, 
" I deem, I ill should render honour due, 
" If thus unvenged by my good arm he died; 
" And so ttll on, and do aa best ye may, 
" For we parforce must meet in new assay." 

XVI. 
To him Rinaldo, " If we for thy horse 

" Have to contend in fi^t, and nought beside, 
" Take comfort, for I ween that with no worse 
" Thom, in his place, by me shalt be supplie*!." 
— " Thou errest if thou deem'st his loss the source 
" Of my regret" (the stranger knight replied) ; 
" But I, since thou divinest not my speech, 
" To thee my meaning will more plainly teach. 

XVII. 
" I should esteem it were a foul misdeed, , 
" Unless I proved thee also with the brand. 
" I, if thou in this other dance succeed 
" Better or worse than me, would understand : 
" Then, aa it please, afoot or on thy steed, 
" Attack me, so it be with arms in hand. 
" I am content all vantage to affordj 
" Such my desire to try thee with the sw<n^[" 
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CANTO XXSl. TKT. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 9 

XVIII. 

Not long Rinaldo p&iued: he cried, " I plight 
" Aly promise not to balk thee of the fray; 
" And, for I deem thon art a reliant knight, 
" And lest thou umbrage take at mine array, 
" These shall go on before, nor other wight, 
" Beside a page, to hold my horse, shall stay." 
So spake Monnt Alban'a lord ; and to his band. 
To wend their way the warrior gave commE^d. 

XIX. 

To that kind paladin with praise replied 
The stranger peer ; alighting on the plain, 
Binaldo to the valet, at his side. 
Consigned the goodly steed Bayardo's rein. 
And when bis banner he no longer spied. 
Now widely distant with the warrior's train. 
His buckler braced, his biting feulchion drew. 
And to the field defied the knight anew. 

XX. 

And now each other they in fight assail ; 
Was never seen a feller strife in show. 
Neither believes his foeman can avail, 
liong, in that fierce debate, against his blow : 
Bat when they knew, well weighed in doubtful scale. 
That they were fitly matched, for weal or woe. 
They laid their fury and their pride apart. 
And for their vantage practised every art. 
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10 THE OBLAMDO rUBIOBO- CANTO XXKI. 

XXI. 

Their crtid Bud deHpiteoos blows reMnuidi 
' Re-echoiiig wide, what time the raliaot twain 
With caodeta of their ihields now straw the gtwiaA, 
Now with their iaolchioiiB serer ^te and chain. 
Yet more behoves to parry than to wotud, 
If either knight his footing would maintain ; 
For the first ianlt in fence, by either made. 
Will with eternal misi^ef be ajqiaid. 

xxn. 

One hoar and more than half anotbra, stood 
The knights in battle ; and the golden bdh 
Already was beneath the tiunbling flood. 
And the horizon veiled with darkness dun : 
Nor yet had they reposed, nor interlude 
Had been, since that despiteous fight begun, 
'Twixt these, whom neither ire nor rancour warms, 
But simple thirst of &me excites to arms. 

XXIU. 

Rinaldo in himself ren^ring weighed 

Who was the stranger kni^t, so passing stout; 
That not alone him bravely had gfiinsaid. 
But oft endangered in that deadly bout; 
And has so harassed with his furious blade. 
He of its final issue stands in doubt. 
— He tiiat the strife was ended would be fain. 
So that his knightly honour took no stain. 
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CANTU XXXt. THE O&LAXDO FUKIOSO. 1 

XXIV. 

The stranger knight, upon the other side, 
Ab little of his raliaut foeman kneiv; 
Nor in that Wd Mount Alban's chief descried, 
In warfare to renowned all countries iJiroUgb. 
And upon whom, with such small cause defied. 
His faulchion he in deadly combat drew. 
He was assured he could not have in fi^t 
Experience of a more redoubted wight. 

XXV. 

He gladly would he quit of tlu^ empriee 
He undertook to renge his courser's &U ; 
And, could he, without blame, a mean devise. 
Would fain withdraw from that disastrous brawl. 
So overcast already were the skies. 
Their cruel strckkea well nigh fell harmless all. 
Both blindly strike ; mote blindly yet those Iwds 
Parry the stroke, who scarce discern their swords. 

XXVI. 

He of Mount Alban is the first to say, 

' They should not combat darkling, tm tJie plain; 

' But should their duel till ssch time delay 

' As slow ArctnrUB slionld have turned his wain.' 

(And adds,) ' as safely as Himself might stay 

' The foe in bis pevilioii, of his train 

' As duly tended, honoured, and w^ weca, 

' As he in any place had ever been.' 
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12 THE OBLANDO FURI08O. CANTO XX: 

XXVII. 

To pray him has Rinaldo little need : 
He courteously accepts him for bis host^ 
' And thither the united narriors speed. 
Where lies Mount Alban's troop in chosen poet. 
From his attendant squire a goodly steed. 
With sumptuous housings gorgeously embossed, 
Rinaldo takes, with tempered sword and apear. 
And these bestows upon the cavalier^ 

XXVIII. 

For Montalbano's lord the stranger guest. 
The baron recognised, with whom he came; 
Because, before they reached their place of rest. 
The paladin had chanced himself to name; 
And (for they brethren were) with lore oppreet. 
His tenderness him wholly overcame ; 
And touched with kind afiection, at his heart. 
From his fuU eyes the tears of pleasure start. 

XXIX. 

Guido the savage was that cavalier. 

Who, with Marphisa leagued, the martial maid, 
Sansonet, and the sons of Olivier, 
Long sailed the sea, as I erewhile have said; 
From earlier meeting with his kindred dear 
By Pinnabel, the felon knight, delaid ; 
Seized by that traitor, and by him detained. 
To enforce the wicked law he had ordained. 
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CAKTO XJCXI. THE OBLANDO FCBIOSO. 13 

XXX. 

Sir Ouido, when he knew faia host to be 
Rinaldo, famed ahare each &nious hnight. 
Whom he had bumed with more desire to see 
Than ever Uindman covets the lost light. 
In rapture cries, " What fortune tempted me 
" With yon, my lord, to strive in deadly fight, 
" Whom long I have beloved, and love, whose worth 
" I prize above all dwellers' upon earth? 

XXXI. 

" Me on the distant bank of Euxine's flood 
" (I Ouido ara yclept) Constantia bare, 
" Conceived of the illnstriouB seed and good 
" Of generous Aymon, as ye lihewise are. 
" To visit you and my bold brotherhood 
" la the occasion, hither I repair ; 
" And, where to honour you I had in thought, 
■" I see my coming has but mischief wrought. 

XXXII. 

" Bat that I jieither ye nor the others knew, 
" Must for so foul a &ult be my excuse ; 
" And, if I can amend it, hid me do 
" Whate'er thou wilt, nor ought will I refuse." 
When, on this part and that, between the two. 
Of interchanged embraces there was truce, 
" Take you no farther thought upon your side 
" The battle to excuse," Rinaldo cried. 
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14 THE ORLAMDO FURI080. CANTO ZXXi. 

XXXIII. 

" For in c«KnpIete asaurance that you are 
" A real ofiset <^ onr ancient tree, 
" You could no better testimony bear 
" Than the tried ralonr iriiicb in you we see ; 
" If your demeanour more pacific were, 
" We ill should have beliered your auceatry ; 
" Since neither lion from the doe proceeds, 
" Nor fearful pigeon, hawk or eagle breeds." 

XXXIV. 

While neithar they tbroogh talk their journey Htay, 
Neither through speed abate their bUk, those two 
Reached the pavilians where tbe kinsmen lay : 
There good Binaldo, crying to his crew, 
' That this was Guide, whom so many a, day 
' They had impatiently desired to view,' 
Much pleased the friendly troop ; and, at his Hght 
All like his lather deemed the stranger kni^t. 

XXXV. 

I will not tell what welcome to the peer 
Made Richardet, Alardo, and thoee twain; 
What Malagigi, what Sir Aldigier, 
And gallant Vivian, of that kindred trun ; 
What every captain, every cavalier ; 
What Onido spake, what they replied again : 
I &a conclosion of my tale will say. 
He was well greeted of the whole array. 
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CANTO XXXI. THE OBLAKDO FURIOSO. 1 

XXXVI. 

Ever, I deem, good Ouido would have been 
Dear to Ub brethren bold ; but woleanied more 
Wag noiv the valiant knight, and bettor leen 
Than at another time, as needed aore. 
When tbo sun, garlanded with radiance aheen. 
Upraised his visage from the watny Soar, 
Sir Guido and his kinsmen, in a band. 
Beneath Rinaldo'a banner toc^ their stand. 

XXXVII. 

So one day and another [sick the train. 

That they \o Paris' leaguered gates aT« n]^, 
Scarce ten nulea distant, on the banks of Seine ; 
When, as good Fortune wills it, they deacry 
Gryphon and Aqnilant, the two that atain 
Their vutuons armanr with a different dye ; 
Sable was Aqnilant'a, white Gryphon's, weed ; 
Good OUvier's and Sigismtmda's seed- 

xxxvin. 

In parley wete they by a damsel stayed. 
Nor she of mean condition to behold ; 
That in a snowy samyte was arraid. 
The vesture edged about with list of gold : 
Graceful and fair ; although she was dismaid. 
And down her visage tears of Borrow rolled ; 
Who with an<^ mien and act her speech enforced. 
It seemed irf some high matter she discouraed. 
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XXXIX. 

A« Guido th^n, they gallant Ouido kneiv. 
He with the pair bad been few days before ; 
And to Rinaldo ; " Behold those ! whom few 
" In ralour and in prowess go before, 
" And if they join your banner, agunst you 
" Feebly will stand the squadrons of the Moor." 
Rinaldo voudied what valiant Guide' told, 
' How either champion was a warrior bold.' 

XL. 

Nor them he less had recognized at sight j 
Because (such was the osage of the pair) 
One by a vest all black, and one all white. 
He knowsj and by the ornaments they wear. 
The brethren know as well Mount Alban's knight, 
And give the warlike kinsmen welcome &ii : 
They both embrace Rinaldo as a friend. 
And of their ancient quarrel make an end. 

XLI. 

They—- erst at feud and with sore hate poasest, 
Through Truflydino^ — (which were Icmg to say) 
Each other with fraternal love carest, 
Now pntting all their enmity away. 
Rinaldo nest Sir Sansonet addrest. 
Who somewhat later joined that iair array ; 

' And (knowing well his force and mighty thew) 
Received the cavalier with honour due. 
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XLII. 

When she, that gentle damsel, now more near. 
Beholds renowned Rinaldo, him she kmnrg. 
Acquainted with each paladin and peer- 
She news which sorely griere the narrior shows; 
And thus begins ; " My Imrd, your cousin dear, 
'' To wh«Hn its sBfety Church and Empire owes, 
" Roland, erewhile so honoured and so sage, 
" Now roves the world, possest with frantic rage. 

XLIII. 
" Whence woe, so direful and so strange, ensued 
" Cannot by me to you be signified : 
" I saw on earth his sword and armour strewed, 
" Doffed by that peer, and scattered far and wide ; 
" And I a pious knight and conrteous viewed 
" Those arms collecting upon every side, 
" Who, in the guise of trophy, to a tree 
" Fastened that iwr and pompous panoply. 

XLIV. 
" But from the trophied sti^n the sw»Hd withdrew 
" The son of Agrican that very day. 
" Thou mayst conceive what mischief may ensue 
" To Charles and to the christened host's array, 
" From loss of Durindana, if anew 
" The infidels that goodly blade should sway. 
" Good Brigliador as well, who roved, forsaken, 
" About those arms, was by the paynim taken. 

VOL. VI. c 
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18 THE OBLANIM FUKIOBO. CAKTD XXXI. 

XLV. 

" Few dayi are paat, eince I in shameful wise 
" Saw It«land, rmming naked in hia mood, 
" Sending forth piteous sbrieka and fearful criea. 
" In fine, that he is frantic I conclude j 
" Not this had I believed, save with these eyes 
" That strange and cruel wonder I had viewed." 
She added nest, how from the bridge's top. 
Embraced by Rodomont, she saw him drop. 

XLVI. 
" To whosoe'er I derai not Roland's foe 

" I tell my tale," (puiwied the dame again,) 
" That, of the crowd who hear this cruel woe 
" Some <Hie, in pty to his cruel pain, 
" May strive tJie pe«' in Paris to bestow, 
" Or other friendly placoi to porge his Iviun. 
" Well wot I, if inch tidings he receive, 
" Nought unattempted Brandimart will leave." 

XLVIl. 
Fair Flontelioe was she, the stranger dame ; 
Than his own self to Bran^mart more dear : 
Who in pursuit of him to Paris oaaie. 
That damsel, after, t^dls the cavalier, 
' How hate and strife were blown into a flame 
' Between Gradasso and the Tartar peer, 
' Fm Roland's fiiulchion ; fierce Gradasso's prey, 
■ Wh« slain in cmnbat Mandricardo lay.' 
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XLVIII. 

By accident, so strange and sad, distfeM, 
Rinaldo is distraught vith ceoseleBd woe : 
He feels his heart disBolve within his hreoat. 
As in the sua diMolves the flalce of snow; 
And, with nadianged resolve, upon the qnest 
Of good Orlando, every where will go ; 
In hopes, if he discover him, to find 
Some SMRiis of coic iat his distonpotd mind. 

XLIX. 
But since Ut band already had ho digbt, 

(Did him tba hand of Heaven or Fmtune sway) 
He first to put the Saracens to flight. 
And raiM the aie^ of Paris, will assay. 
But (tat it promised vantage) he till night 
The assault erf their coBtonments will delay, 
Till the third watch or fourth, when heavy sleep 
Their tenses shall in Lel^'a water ste^. 



HiR squadron ifl &^ wood he placed, aftd thws, 

Ambinbed, he made -them lie the daylight through ; 
But when the sun, leaving tiiis nether air 
In darkness, to hia abcient nurse withdrew; 
And ^gless serpent now, and goat, and bear. 
With other beasts, adorned the beavena anew. 
Which by the greatet bla«e bad been concealed, 
Rinaldo moved Us silent tnx^ afiald. 
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LI. 

A mile an-end with Aquilant he prest, 
Giyphon, Alardo, and Vivian of hia race, 
Ouido and Sansonetto, and the rest, 
Without word spoken, and with stealthy pace- 
Tbe Aloorish guard they find with sleep opprest: 
They slaughter all, nor grant one paynim grace ; 
Andj ere they were by others seen or heard, 
Into their midmost camp the squadron spurred. 

LII. 
At the first cha^e on that unchristened band. 
Their guard and sentries, talcea by surprise. 
So broken are by good Rinaldo's brand. 
No wight is left, save he who slaughtered lies. 
Their first post forced, the paynims understand 
No laughing matter is the lord's emprize ; 
For, deeping and dismaid, their naked swarms 
Make small resistance to such ^ 



LIII. 
To strike more dread into the Moorish foe. 
Mount Alban's champion, leading the assault. 
Bade beat his drums and bade his bugles blow. 
And with loud echoing cries his name exalt. 
He spurs Bayardo, that is nothing slow ; 
He clears the lofty barriers at a vault. 
Trampling down foot, o'erturuing cavalier. 
And scatters booth and tent in his career. 
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LIV. 

Is none eo bold of all that paymmry 

fint what his stiffened hair etanda up an end. 
Hearing Mount Albaa's and Rinaldo's cry 
From earth into the starry vault ascend. 
Him the twin hoets of Spain and Afric fly, 
Nor time in loading ba^age idly spend ; 
Who will not wait that deadly fury more. 
Which to have proved so deeply irks them sore. 

LV. 
■ Ouido succeeds ; no less their foe pursue. 
The valiant sons of warlike Olivier, 
Aiardo, Richardet, and the other two ; 
Sansonet's eword and horse a pathway clear ; 
And well is proved upon that psyninf crew 
The force of Vivian and of Aldigier. 
Thus each bestirs himself tike valorous knight. 
Who follows Clermont's banner to the fight 

LVI. 

Seven hundred men with good Rinaldo speed. 
Drawn from Mount Albou and the townships nig 
. — No fiercer erst obeyed Achilles' lead- 
Enured to summer and to winter sky: 
So stout each warrior is, so good at need, 
A hundred would not from a thousand fly; 
And, better than some famous cavaliers. 
Many amid that squadron couch their spears. 
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LVII. 

If good Rinaldo gatlierB email supplieg 
Froni rents or cities, which his rule obey. 
So these he bound by worda and courtesies, 
And sharing what he had with bis array. 
Is none that erei from hia service buys 
Deserter by the bribe of better pftj. 
Of Montalbano these are left in care, 
Svre pressing need demands their aid elsewhere. 

LVIII. 

' Them now ia succour of King Charles he stirred, 
And left with little guard his citadel. 
Among the AAicans that squadron spurred. 
That squadron, of whose doughty feats I tell. 
Doing by thetn what wolf on woolly herd 
Does where Qalenis' limpid waters w«ll, 
Or llim by the beari«d goat and rank. 
That feeds on Ginyphus's barbarous bank*. 

LIX. 

Tidings to Charles Rinaldo bad conv^ed, 
' That he tor Paris with hia iquadron steets, 
' To assail, by lught, the paynims ill purveyed ;' 
And ready and in arms the king appears. 
He, wheb his help is needed, comes in aid. 
With all his peerage, and, beside his peers. 
Brings Mmodantes' son*, amid that crew. 
Of Plor^elice the lover chaste and true ; 
* Biandiniiirt. 
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LX. 

Whom hj 8uch Iwig and hj nioh tedious way 

She sought throughout th« reaUn of Fnnce in vain ; 

Here by the cognixanoe, his old disphiy, 

Afiu:, by her dietiiiguiBhed from the tndn. 

At the first sight of her he quits the iray. 

And wears a semblauee loTing and humane. 

He clipt her round with many a fbnd carcK, 

And kissed a thousand times, or little Uk. 

LXl, 
To dame and damsel in that ancient age 

They trusted aiueh, that, in their wandwing vein. 
Roved, uneecorted, many a weary stsf^. 
Through foreign countries and by hill and [dain ; 
Whom they returning hdd for fair aiid sage. 
Nor of their faith aospicion entertain. 
Here Brandimart by Flordelice was taogfat, 
' How Roland wandered., of his wits distrao^t.' 

LXII. 

Had he such Sbvnga and evil ti^nga heard 
From other lips, he aearoe had these bdiered ; 
But credited fair I^Mdelice's word, 
From wbcm more wondrous things he had reeeJTed. 
Nor this, as t(dd by other, she averred ; 
This had ^e w^n, and ill conld be deceived ; 
For well as any she Orlando Iuiowb; 
And both the when and where that damsel shows. 
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LXIII. 

She tells him, ' How the periloug bridge's floor 
' From cavaliers king Rodomont defends ; 
' Where, on a pompous sepnlchre, the Moor 
' His pristmers' ravished arms and vest suspends ; 
' Tells how she saw Oilaudo, raging sore, 
' Do fearful deeds,' and her relation ends, 
Descrihing how the paynim fell reversed. 
To his great peril, in the stream immersed. 

LXIV. 

Brandimart, who the Countj lores as dear 
As man can love a brother, friend, or son. 
Disposed to seek Orlando, &r and near. 
Nor pain nor peril in the adventure shun. 
Till something for the comfort of that peer 
By wizard's or by leech's art be done. 
Armed as he is, leaps lightly on his steed. 
And takes his way beneath the lady's lead. 

LXV. 

t^thenvard where Orlando she had spied. 
In company the knight and lady made. 
They daily post till to that bridge they ride. 
Which Alger's king maintained, in arms arraid. 
To him the guard their coming signified ; 
Courser and arms his squires as well conveyed ; 
And Brandimart no sooner is at hand 
Than Rodomont is armed and at his stand. 
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LXVI. 
With lofty voice the Borereign of A^^, 
Agsorting with his moody rage, 'gan say ; 
" — Whoe'er thou art, sir knight, and whencesoe'er — 
" Brought by mistake of purpose or of way, 
" Light from thine horse and doff thy warlike gear, 
" To deck thia sepulchre, ere thee I slay, 
" An offering to its lorely tenant's spirit ; 
" And thou in thy forced homage have no merit." 

LXVII. 

Brandimart, at the paynim's proud discoune. 
His weapon in the rest, for answer, layed; 
He good Batoldo spurred, his gentle horae. 
And at the champion with such fury made, 
As showed that he, for courage and for force. 
With any warriOT in the world bad weighed. 
King Rodoment as well, with rested spear. 
Thundered along the bridge, in fierce career. 

LXVIU. 

The paynim's courser, ever used to go 

Upon that Inidge's fearful pass, where one 
Fen prone parforce into the stream below. 
Securely to the fierce encounter run : 
While, trembling, and irresfdute in show. 
That other to the unwonted course is gone. 
Quivers the bridge beneath, as it would sink : 
Narrow that passage is, unfenced the brink I 
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LXIX. 

With heavy spean, the growth of forest hoor. 
Saplings rough-hewn, those masters of the just, 
Upon the perilonB bridge enoouutering son. 
Exchange, on either side, so gentle thrust. 
Nor raach their mighty strength or manege-lore 
Avails the steeds ; far, prostrate in the dust, 
Crumblet each knight and charger la mid*ooarse ; 
Whelmed in one fate, the rider and his horse. 

LXX. 

When either steed wonld nimbly ^ring from ground. 
As the spur galled and goied his bleeding Bank, 
He on that little bridge no footing imind ; 
For all too narrow was the scanty plank. 
Hence both fall headlong, and the deafening sonnd 
Re-echo vaulted skies and grassy bank. 
So rang oar stream, when from the heavenly sphere 
Was hurled the sun's ill-ftted charioteer*. 

LXXI. 

With all their weight, dffwn hortled from the Steep, 
Coursers and cavHUers, who Mte them yrtHl ; 
And dived into the river's darksome deep, 
To search for beauteous nym[^ in aecret cell. 
Nor this the first nor yet the second leap 
Which from the bridge had made that infidel ! 
Who, often flonndering in its oozy bed. 
Well in the soundings of that stream was read. 
* Fhaelou. 
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LXXII. 

He where 'tia hard Mud where 'tis aoftw Icnowi, 
Where sheUow is the water, where profiaund : 
With breast and flanks above the wares he rose. 
And Brandunart asawiled on lafer ground. 
Brandimort, whiiljng whh the eorrent, gou. - 
While his iteed's feet the faithless bottom poond. 
He, with hii h>rd, atands rooted in the mod. 
With risk to both of drowning in the flood. 

LX2III. 

Whelming them ufniMiovm, the wat«n flow. 
And plunge thenj in the rirer'a deepest bed ; 
The horse is uppermost, the knight below. 
From the bridge looks his lady, eore bested. 
And tear employs, and prayer, and suppliant vow : 
— " Ah, RodomtHit I fat love of her, whom dead 
" Ye worship, do not deed of aach despite] 
" Permit not, air, the death (^ such a knight. 

LXXIV. 

" Ah I courteous lord ! if e'w yon loved withal, 
" Have pity upon me who love this peer; 
" Let it auffioe that he become thy thrall ! 
" For if thou on this stome suspend his gear, 
" Amid whatever spdlt adorn the wall, 
" The best and worthieM will hit spoils appear." 
She ended, and hei prayer ao well addrest. 
It touched, though bard to move, the paynim's breast. 
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LXXV. 

Moved by her worcU, he lent her Wer aid. 
So by his courser Id the stream immersed ; 
Who, to hJs peril sore, was overlaid. 
And largely drank, albeit with little thirst. 
But Rodomont a while his help delayed. 
And seized the warrior's sword and helmet first. 
Him half exhausted from the stream he drew. 
And prisoned with that other captive crew. 

LXXVI. 
All happiness was in that damsel spent. 
When taken she her Brandimart espied, 
Althou^ to see him captive more content. 
Than to behold him perish in the tide. 
None hut herself she blames for the event. 
Who thitherward had been the (diampion's guide; 
She having to that foithiiil warrior shown. 
How at the bridge Orlando she had known. 

LXXVil. 

She parts, and has anew already planned 
Thither with good Rinaldo to resort ; 
With Ooido, Saosonet of doughty hand. 
Or other cavalier of Pepin's court ; 
Some warrior good by water and by land. 
That with the Saracen will well assort. 
M^o, if no stronger than her baffled knight. 
With better fortune may maintain the light. 
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LXXVIII. 

For many days the damsel rainly strsyed. 
Ere she encountered any one who bwe 
Semblance of knight, that might afford her aid. 
And &ee her prisoned lover from the Moor ; 
After she long and fruitless search had made. 
At length a ivanior crost her way, that wore 
A richly (umamented vest, whose ground 
With trunks ol cypresses was broidered round '. 

LXXIX. 

Who was that champion, shall be said elsewhere; 
For I to Paris most return, and show 
How Malagigi and Rinaldo are 
Victorious o'er the ronted Moorish ioe. 
To count the flyers were a useless care. 
Or many drowned in Stygian streams below. 
The darkness rendered Turpin's labour vain. 
Who tasked himself to tell the pagans slain. 

LXXX. 
King Agramant in his pavilion lies,' 

From his first sleep awakened by a knight : 
He that the king will be a prisoner, cries, 
' Save he with speed betake himself to flight.' 
The monarch looks about him and espies 
His paynim bands dispersed in panic fright. 
Naked, they fir and near desert the field ; 
Nay, never halt to snatch the covering shield. 
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LXXXI. 

Uncoonselled tnd eoafdied, the king dmjed 
His naked Umbs in kaightlj plate and clniti, 
Whea thitlier Falaiitn, tbe Spaniard, made 
Grandoiiia, Balngantcs, and tbeii train : 
They ta the Moorish king the risk displayed 
Of being taken in that prest, or slain ; 
And Touched, ' if thence he ahould in safety bre, 
' He wtH na^t thank propiti«ut Portme's core.' 

LXXXII. 

MarsiliwB mi, 6ebti»o m, Cheir fev 

Express ; bo, one and oil, tbe friendly band ; 
They warn him ■ that Deatructun ia as near 
' As swift Mount Alban's lord is nigh at band. 

■ And if againat w fierce a caralier, 

' And Buch a. troop, he seeks to make a Kand, 
' He uid his friends in tiiat diaastrtnis strife 
' Will aurely for&it liberty or life. 

LXXXIII. 
■ But he to Aries and Nubomie may retreat, 
' With sUok ftw Mliudtoiia at his rule dxj : 

■ Since eithei is well fortified, and meet 

' The warfere to maintain abore one day ; 

■ And haring saved his perscm, the defeat 
' May venge npon the foe, by this delay : 

' His troops may rally quiddy in that pcM, 

' And luut in fine King Charles's ooa^uering host.' 
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LXXXIV, 

Agramant to those lard%' opmion bCnt, 

Thongfa that hard couubcI h« ooald ill endure ; - 
Aa if supplied with winge, towards Arks be went. 
By roads which offered passage most aecnre. 
Beside safe guides* mnch ftvoured his intent 
His setting oat, when all things were obscure. 
Scaping the toils 1^ goad Rinaldo spread. 
Some twenty thwasand ^ (he payiusis Aed. 

I^XXXV. 

Those whom Rinaldo, whom his Invtbren slew. 
Whom Olivioo's bods, the valiant ttraiai 
These who were slMightered by Moont Alben's crew, 
< — The fierce seven huodred, good Rinsldo's train — 
Those whom the valiant SsBsonet o'erthrew. 
And those that in their flight wars drowDed in Seiue, 
He who would comit, might count as well what flowers 
Zephyr sad f^ora shed, mid April-sIlowErB. 

IXXXVI. 

Here one cMijectnres Malaglgl bei<e 
A part in tits alarum of that night : 
Not that he stained the mead with payttitn gore. 
Nor splintered heads ; bat tbst the wiza#d wight, 
Intenal angeU, by his msgis tofei, 
Called frem Tartarean oavems into li^t ; 
Whose Kooy q>ean wad banners ^wng wide 
Two hingdoBH sudi as France had scwee supplied. 
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LXXXVII. 

And with them such sonorous metal brayed. 
So many dnuns and martial noises sonnded ; 
So many steeds in that encounter neighed ; 
So many cries — with rush of foot confounded — 
Rose all about, that hill, dale, wood, and glade. 
From distant parts, the deafening din rebounded; 
And struck into the Moors such sudden dread. 
They turned and frmn the field in panic fled. 

LXXXVllI. 

Their king forgets not, how lU^ro lay 
Sore wounded, and as yet in evil case. 
Him, with what care they could, he made convey 
Fcom that dread field, on horse of easy pace. 
Borne to the sea by the securest way. 
They in a bark the suffering warrior place. 
And thence commodiously to Aries transport; 
Whither their wasted squadrons make resort. 

LXXXIX. 

Chased by Rinaldo and King Charlemagne, 
A hundred thousand, or well nigh, I ween. 
By wood, by mountain, valley, and by plain. 
Flying the fury of the Franks are seen ; 
More find the passage blocked, and widely stain 
With crimson what before was white and green. 
Not so Gradasso's puissant troop was spent, 
Who farther from the field had pinned his tent. 



■,..<, .yGoogle 



CANTO XXXI. THE ORLANDO FtTKtOEO. 33 

xc. 

Nay i when he hears it ia Maont Alban's knight 
By wh««n assailed the paynim quarters are. 
He is his heart exults, with such delight. 
That he, for very joy, leaps here and there. 
He thanks and lands his Ood, who him that night 
Blest with so high a fortune and so rare ; 
Hoping to win the horse without a peer, 
Bayardo, ^m the Christian cavalier. 

XCI. 

Gradasso had desired long time before 
(I think you will hare read the tale elsewhere) 
To back that courser, which Rinaldo bore. 
And Dnrindana by his side to wear : 
He with a hundred thousand men and mwe 
To France, with this design, had made repair ; 
And had erewhile to bloody fight defied. 
Even tot that good steed. Mount Alban's pride. 

XCII. 
Hence had that king reunited to the sea-shore. 
The place assigned to end their discord fell : 
But all was marred by Malagigi's lore"; 
Who, cheating good Rinaldo with a spell. 
To seft the champion in a pinnace bore. 
Too tedious were the tale at length to tell. 
Hence evermore Gradasso had opined, 
The gentle bonw was of craven kind. 
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XCIII. 

. Now that Qradnsso learna Mount Albnn's peer 
la he, that atcrms the camp, in huge delight. 
Armed, on AUana leaps the caralier^. 
And through the pitch; darkness seeks the knight, 
O'ertuming all who cross his fierce career. 
He leaves afflicted and in piteous plight 
The broken bands of Afric and of France. 
All, food alike for his wida-wastiug lance. 

XCIV. 
He seeks the paUtdJo, now here now there. 
Echoing his name as loud as be can shout ; 
And thitherward inclines his courser, where 
The bodies are most thicklj strown aboat. 
At length encounter, sword to sword, the pair. 
For broken are alike their lances stout ; 
Which shivering in their hands, had down upright. 
And smote the starry chariot of the N^ht. 

XCV. 
When King Qradasao recognized the foe, 
Not hj the blasoned hearing of his shield. 
But by Bayardo— l^ that horrid blow. 
Which made him scan Bc4e champion of the field. 
He to reproadi the knight was nothing slow. 
And of unworthy actiim bim appealed ; 
In that he had not kept his groond and day, 
Eiewhfle appdiited iae the fierce assay. 
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XCVI. 

" Belike thou hoped," (said he of S«ricane,) 

" Jf lor that time my rengeuioe thou ctmldst &j, 

" We shoold not meet in this wide world aguD : 

" But we are met, thoo seeat, anew ; and I, 

" Beanre, though thon ihouldiit leek the Stygian reign, 

" Or be beta earth translated to the sky, 

" WiU hunt thee, save that conraer thou forego, 

" Be it throng heaven above or hell below. 

XCVII. 
" Dost thou, as matdied with me, miatnist thy ftvce, 
" (And that thou wort ill paired was seen whilere,) 
" And moK eateemest life than fame, a course 
" Remaina, which thee may from thy peril dear. 
" And thou, if thoa in peace resign the horge, 
" May's! lire, if lif^ be deemed so passing dear; 
" But lire afoot, unmeriting a steed, 
" That dost by cbiTalry such foul misdeed." 

xcvm. 

Gnido the savage, as he spake, was nigh 
WHb Richardetto ; and the warlike twain 
Brandished alilce their trenchant swoidB on high. 
To teach mwe wit to bim of Sericane : 
But tliem Rinaldo stopt with sudden cry. 
Nor Iwooked that he shoold injury sustain. 
" Am I too weak," (he cried,) " without your aid, 
" To answer him that dares my deeds upbraid?" 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google. 



36 THE OBLAMDO FOKIOBO. CANTO XXXI. 

XCIX. 

Then to the pngon thus ; " Giadasso hear, 

" And wilt tbou liateu, tboa shalt anderstand, 

" And I will prove it manifest and clear, 

" I came to seek thee out npoa tlie strand ; 

" And afterwards on thee will make appear 

" The truth of alll say with arms in hand; 

" Enow then thou liest, if e'er with slanderous speech 

" Thou taxest me with ati(^t in knighthood's breach. 



" But warmly Z beseech thee, that befc^e 
" The battle be, thou fully comprehend 
" My just excnsea, that thou may'et no more 
" Me for my &ilure wrongly reprehend : 
" Next fi>r Bayardo, as agreed of yore, 
" 'Tis my desire that we afoot contend ; 
" Even as ordained by thee, in d^ert place, 
" Alone in knightly duel, face to face-" 

CI. 

Courteous was Sericana's cavalier, 

(For generous bosoms aye such practice use) 
And ia content to listen to the peer. 
How he his breach of promise will excuse. 
With him he seeks the river side, and here 
In simple words what jcbanced Rinaldo shews ; 
From the true hbtory removes the veil. 
And cites all Heaven to witness to his tale. 
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CII. 

Next calls apon the scni of Buoto, who 
Ib of that history informed aright ; 
And now, from point to point, relates anew 
(Not more nor less rdiearsed) the magic sleight. 
When thus Rinaldo ; " What I warrant true 
" By witness, I with arms in single fight, 
" For bettor proof, will vouch upon thy crest, 
" Both now and ever, as it likes thee best-" 

cm. 

The king of Sericane, as loath to leave 
The second quarrel for the former breach. 
Though doubtful how that tale he should receive. 
Takes in good part the bold lUualdo's speech. 
Not, as upon the fwmer battle's ere, 
Tbey chooee their ground on Baicellona's beach r 
But on the mom ensuing, and, &st by 
A neighbouring fountain, will the question try. 

CIV. 

Thither Rinaldo will the steed convey. 

There to be placed in common, 'twist the two. 

If good OradasBO take bis foe or slay. 

He wins Bayardo without more ado. 

But if OradasBO fiule in that affray, 

— Should he be slain, or else for mercy sue, 

A prisoner to Mount Alban's valiant lord, 

Rinaldo shall possess the virtuous sword. 
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cv. 

Witli mighty marvel and with greater pain. 
The ptdadin from Floidelice (as shown) 
Had heard bow trouUed was his cousin's brain. 
And from the damsel's lips as well had known 
How he his arms had scattered on the plain ; 
And heard the quarrel which from thence had grown ; 
In fine, how King Orada^o had the brand. 
Which won such thousand palms in Inland's hand. 

CVI. 

When they were so agreed, Gradasso made 
Thither where, camped apart, his servants lay. 
Albeit warmly by Rinaldo prayed. 
He would with him in his pavillion stay. 
The paynim king in armour was arrayed. 
And so the paladin, by break of day ; 
And to the destined fount came nth^ lord, 
The field of combat for the horse and sword. 

CVII. 

It seemed Rinaldo's friends were all in fear, 
. And dreaded much, before it was begun. 
The issue of the fight their cavalier 
Should wage against Gradaaso, one to one. 
Much force, much daring, and much skill appear 
In that 4erce king ; and since of Mile's son 
The goodly sword was to his girdle tied. 
All cheeks looked pale upon Rlnaldd's side ; 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



CANTO XXXI. THE ORLANDO FUJtlOBO. 3! 

CVIII. 

And Malsgigi, more than tdl the rest, 

Sore doubted the event which would ensue, 
He willingly himself would have addrest 
To disappoint the destined fight anew; 
But fears if he that deadly strife arrest, 
Rinaldo's utter enmity to rue. 
Yet wroth with him upon that other acwe. 
When he conveyed the warrior from the shore. 

CIX. 

Let others nourish idle grief and fears I 
Rinaldo wends afield secure and gay. 
Hoping that shame, which to the knight appears 
Too foul to be endured, to wipe away : 
So that of Altafoglia and Foictiers, 
He may fi>r ever silence the mis-say '. 
Boldly, and in his heart secure to wis 
That battle's honour, wends the paladin. 

ex. 

When now firom either side those warriors meet. 
Nigh at the same time at the fountain-side. 
So in all points the pair each other greet. 
With countenance, so kind, so satisfied, 
'Twould seem by kindred and by friendship sweet 
Rinaldo and Oradasso were allied. 
But how they after closed in fierce affray, 
I till another season shall delay. 
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A^iM- aught betide ty Zoreater fit»d, 
Imentor m he teat iff nugic arU 

StaoM V. linn 5 wkl C. 

ZoroMter (we nrr told] waa king of Bactiia, prevknu to the 
Trojui wu, uid the InTcntor of magic or the doctiineg «f 
the magi. 



TheJbBomlng dag Ihey met a cavalier, 

Tonardi evaibig, vtih a lady by hit lide, ^c. 

Stanza vili. lines I and 2. 

The knight turne ont to be Qutdo Ihe savage, and the lady 
ii appareqtly hU favourite wife Aleria, with whom he escaped 
fttint the city tf Amazons. We do not learn how lie had se- 
parated from his compaoIoiiB. 



They — erit at find and itilh lore hale pinteit, 
nreugh TruffUldiHO, ^c. 

Siaoia xli. linn 1 and 2. 

Dnrtng the siege of Albiacea, where the Chiistiau knights 
were eng^ed ou different sides prindpally through Brunello; 
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who bsvlag surprised several of them, compelted his priwHiers 
to take an oath , to defend hiai agidnat hig enemies whoiu«oever, 
all of whom be had provoked by hia maaifold treasons. The 
occurrences during this fomons siege (it has been alread]' ob- 
served) are the most atriliing passage in the Orlando Iimama' 
raU>, and preeent tbe most Angular jucturea of passion, pic- 
turesque description, and wild buffoonery, which are to be 
found in Italian romance. 



Doing Ay them what vfAftm teooUy A«rd 
Doei where Galetut' limpid teaicrt tPcU, 
Or lion tjr the learded goat and rank, 
Thatfitdt M dngphui^i barbarout bank. 

Stanza Iviii. lines 5, 6, 7, 6. 

Galesus a river of Puglia not &r from Tarentom, and Ctny- 
phus a river of Africa. 



lAat wore 
A richiy oraamented veil, aihote groand 
With imnki ofcypreiKi wot broidercd round. 

Stanza luxviil. liues 6, 7, 8. 

Cypresses seem to furnish an odd ornament for em- 
broidery; but they still form a favourite border for towels at 
Constantinople. A future mention of ihem in this work shows 
them to have been emblemalic. 



The Innamoralo opens with Ihe invasion of France by Gra- 
danio, at tbe bead of a hnndred thousand men, for tbe purpose 
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of obtaintng Bayardo mid Darindana. In a duel nhicb it to 
decide hia or Rinaldo's right to the horse, Boyardo, in imitalloD 
of Vii^, makes Malagigi decoy his cousin aboard a boat by the 
appearance of a figore lilce Gradaa«o ; when the tioat leavee the 
land, of itself, and conreyi away Rinaldo. 



HiH cbarger, ao called. 



$0 tlial o/AUaJbglia and PiMtert, 
He mag fir ner liktue the nOt-tay. 

Staaza clx. liuea 5 and 6. 

Theae were lordshipe possessed by the Mouse of Magauza, 
inimical to lAai of Clermont, at hu been seen througibonC this 
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ARGUMENT. 

To htr due iaetjbr her Bogtn lay, 

Ttdimgi art brougtU vhUh irjt (A£ dmutl tore, 
natfiir MarfUia caimd the youth't delay; 
She ient to ilay A«r, grieving evermore, 
Deparii, and mtrlakei, ufxni th« wajf, 
UUania vith the three kingi who rode lejbre. 
Theie Ae a'ereotaei, and had a'ercotne that maid, 
Btit that an evU lam Ae ditobeyei. 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



THE OELANDO FURIOSO. 



CANTO XXXII. 



I 8KC0LLBCT that I WBB bound to Hiag 
(I pmuised bo, but it escaped my mind) 
Of a Ru^idon, fraught with suffajng 
To Brsdamant of more displeaslt^ kind. 
And made by keener and more reiiomed sting 
Than caused that other wound, wherewith she pined. 
Which, hearing Ricbardet His news impart. 
Had pierced her breast and preyed upon her heart. 

II. 
So was I bound to sing, bnt I b^nn 
Another song. Rinaldo crosBcd my way. 
And then thoae deeds by savage Chu'do dtme. 
Kept me empk)yed and caused no small delay ; 
And so fKOB subject I to subject run. 
That I fiwgot of Bradomant to say. 
I now remember, and will tell you, ere 
You of Rinaldo or Oradasso hear. 
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III. 

Bnt it behoves, ere more of these be said, 
I shonld awhile of Agramant discoiiTse, 
Who had from that night's ra^ng fire conveyed 
To Aries, the remnant of his scattered force : 
Since to nnite his troops, and furnish aid 
And victoal, 'twas a place of mndi resonrce. 
Seated npon a river, nigh the shore. 
With Spain in front and Africa he&ae. 

IV. 

With horse and foot, of good at evil sort, 

Marsilius thronghont Spain their loss repairs ,- 
And each aimed bark in Baroellona's port, 
Furnished through lore or fear, fitr sea prepares. 
The Moor to connol daily calls hia court ; 
Nor care nor cost the watchful monarch spares: 
Meanwhile sore taxes and repe&ted cess. 
All Africa's o'erbnrdened towns oppress. 

V. 
He offers Rodomont, if to his side 

He will return, but offers him in vain. 

Renowned Almontes' daughter, as a bride ; 

His cousin she, her portion Onm's reign. 

He lures not from his bridge that knight of pride. 

Who has so many sells, such plate and chain 

Ct^ected there, from cavaliers o'erthrown. 

As serve to hide the monomental stone. 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



CANTO XXXII. THE OIILAKDO FUKIOBO. 4i 

VL 

Marphisa would not such b course pursue : 
Nay, the redoubted damsel hearing said, 
' That Agramant, subdued by Charles's crew, 
' — His choicest warriora taken, chased, or dead— 
' In Arlea was sheltered with his broken few,' 
Thither, unbidden by the monarch, sped. 
Prompt to aasist liim with her friendly blade ; 
And proffered purse and person in his aid. 

VII. 
As a free gift to him the martial &ir 

Bnmello bore, nor had she done him wrong. 
He, for tea days and nights, to awing in air. 
Had sorely feared, ham lofly gallows hung: 
But seeing him unhelped by finvx or prayer 
Of any one amid the paynim throng. 
She thought foul scorn to stain her generous hands 
With such base blood, and loosed the losel's bands. 

VIII. 

She pardoned every andent injury. 

And him to Agramant in Arlea conveyed. 

yVeU may yoo fancy with what joy and glee 

The mraiaich greeted her who brought him aid; 

He in Bmnello's iate wills all shall see 

In whaf esteem he holds that warlike maid ; 

For he in earnest does npon her foe 

What fierce Marphisa menaced but in show. 
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IX. 

The bangman hang his oorpw in desert field. 
The craving Tultare and the crow to feed. 
Rogeni, that erewhile had been his shield. 
And from the noose that caitiff wouM hare fi-eed. 
Heaven's jnstice willed, now lay with wound unhealed. 
Nor conld aadst the craren. in his need; ' 
And when the news were known,, the knot was tied ; 
So that Brunello, nnasiasted, died. 



This while does good dnke Aymon's daughter mourn. 
Because those twenty days so slowly trail : 
— Which term elapsed — R<^ero should return. 
And be received into her church's pale. 
Time halts not more with Um to foreign bourne 
Exiled, with prisoner pent in asisome jail. 
Pines the pom wretch for liberty and light. 
Or his loved land, desired uid gladsome sig^t ! 

XI. 

Aye nek with hope defonwd, the expeeting maid. 
That Fhtebus' steeds were fimndered one whSe deemed; 
Then that his wheels were out of frame, so stayed. 
Beyond the wonted teiin, his chsriot seemed. 
¥et longer than thai day when Faith delayed 
The sun, which on the righteous Hebrew beamed. 
Or than thai night Alcides was conceived, 
She every d^ and every night believed. 
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XII. 

Hpw oft of dormoase, Itadger, or of bear. 
The lieavy dumber would she fiun partake 1 
For she that time in sleep wonld waste and wear; 
Nor sach prolonged repose -desired to break ; 
Nor wished the dainse) any soand to hear, 
Untill Rogen/a voiee should her awake : 
But not alone is thia beyond h^ power ; 
She cannot close hw eyes,one single hour. 

XIII. 
She here and theire, thronghont the livelong night. 
Tosses and tnms, nor ever finds repoae ; 
And still, impatient for the dawn of light, 
From time to time she to her window goes. 
To see if Tithon's spouse the lily white 
Yet scatters mingled with the crimson rose. 
Nor less desires the damsel, when 'tis mom. 
To see tb« golden stars the heavens adorn. 

XIV, 

When, saving some four days, the term was aided,. 
Appt^ted for the youthAil warrior's stay. 
She, full .of hope, the messenger attended ' 
From hour to hour, t^at should arrive,.-and say, 
" Behold Rogero comes;" and oft ascended 
A tnrret, from whose top she mi^t survey 
Gay champaign, wood, and, mid the wide expanse, 
A portion of the rood, that led to France. 
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XV. 

When shinuig anns at distance ahe perceives. 
Or any thing tbat spealtfi a cBvalier, 
'Tis her desired Rt^ero, she believes ; 
And her fair eyes and brows are seen to clear. 
If footman, or unarmed, the msid conceives. 
It ia a courier from the youthful peer; 
And, though Mlacions every hope she feeds. 
Another and another aye sncceeda. 

XVI. 

And theil she aims, and will the warrior meet ; 
And from the hill descends into the plain : 
She finds him not, and to Montalban's Beat 
Hopes he by other road his way has ta'ea. 
In the design, wherewith she moved her feet 
From thence, she to her fort retunis in vain ; 
Ncn- 6nds him here nor there ; meanwhile expired 
The paiod whose approach she so desired. 

XVII. 
— The |)eriod so prefixt o'erpast by one. 

By two, three, six, by e^ht, by twenty days — 
She seeing not her ^Knise, and tidings none 
Receiving of the youth, laments 'gan raise. 
Which bad from snake-haired Furies pity won. 
In those dark realms that Bhadamaothus sways. 
She smote her eyes divinei and bosom jair ; 
She rent the tresses of her golden hair. 
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XVIII. 

" Can it be trae?"— (she cried) — " Shall I be foin 
" To fiiUow one, that strives to hide and fly? 
" Esteem a man tiiat has me in disdain ? 
" Pray him that never hears my suppliant cry? 
" Suffer who hates me o'er mj- heart to reign? 
" One that his lofty virtues holds so high, 
" 'Twere need some heaven-bom goddess shonld de- 
scend 
" From realms above, his stnbboin heart to bend ? 

XIX. 

" Proud youth ! be knows my worship and my love, 
" Nor me will have for lover or for slave. 
" The cmel stripling knows what pangs I prove, 
" Yet will not aid me till I am in my grave. 
" Nor let me tell my sorrows, lest they move 
" Him his perverse and evil will to wave ; 
" Shnnning me like malignant a^, that fears 
" To change his mood, if he the charmer hears- 

XX. 

" Ah 1 Love, arrest this wight who runs so free, 
" Outstripping my slow feet, or me install 
" In the condition whence thon tookest me, 
" Such as I was, ere thine or other's thrall. 
" — Alas ! how rain the hope ! that thou shouidst be 
" Ever to pity moved by suppliant call, 
" Who sport, yea feed and live, in streams that rise 
" From the distracted lover's brimming eyes. 
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XXI. 

' But, woe is toe, aUg ! and, what can I 
" Save my irratiimal desin lament ? 
" Which makes me soar a pitch so pasting high, 
" I reach a r^icai, where my plumes are brant ; 
" Then, unsnstained, fall headlong from the sky ; 
" Nor ends my woe ; on otJier flight intent, 
" Again I imp my wings, again I soar ; 
" To flame and iall, tormented evermore. 

XXII. 

" Yea; rather of niyself tihonld I complain, 
i' Than the desire, to which I bared my breast 
" Whereby was Reason hunted from her reign, 
" And all my powers by stronger force oi^rest. 
" Thus borne {rom bad to worse, without a rein, 
" I cannot the unbridled beast arrest; 
" Who makes me see I to destmction haste, 
" lliat I more bitterness in death may taste. 

XXIII. 

" Yet, ah ! why blame myself? Wherein have I 
" Ever offended, sare in loving thee ?~ 
" What wonder was it then that suddenly 
" A woman's feeble sense opprest should be? 
' " Why feiice end guard myself, lest bearing high, 
" Wise words, and beauly rwe should pleasure me ? 
" Most wretched is the mortal that would shun 

- " To look upon the visage of the sun. 
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XXIV. 

" Beddee that me my destiny entrained ', 

" Words, worthy credence, moredmemad, that drew 

" A picture of race happinets, ordoinsd 

" As meed of this fiiir union to enaae. 

" If these perauasive words were ialse and feigned, 

" If lamoos Merlin's counsel was untrue, 

" Wrath at die wizard may I well profess; 

" But cannot tlierefme lore Bogero leas. 

XXT. 
" Both Merlin and Melissa have I need 

" To blame, and shall for ever blame the twain, 

" That, to exhibit suckers of my seed, 

" Conjured ap spirits irom infernal reign, 

" Who with this empty hope my fancy feed, 

■' Me in perpetual bondage to detain. 

" Nor other cause for this can I suppose, 

" Save that they grudge me safe and sweet repose." 

XXVI. 

Smtow the maid so wholly occupies. 

Room has she none for comfort or for rest. 
Yet, maugre her affliction, Hope will rise, 
And form a lodgement in her harassed breast ; 
And to the damsel's memory still snppiie* 
Bogero's parting wtsds to her addrest; 
So makes her, in all seeming facts' despite, ' 
Await from hour to hour the youthful knight. 
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XXVII. 

For a month's space beyosd thoee twenty days 
This hope affords fair Bradamant ctmtent : 
Hence sorrow not on her so heavy wei^s 
As it would else her harassed soul hare shent> 
She, one day that aUmg the road she strays. 
By which she oft to meet B<^n) went. 
Hears tidings, that of Hope — last comfort left— 
(Lj^e every other good) her breast bereft. 

XXVIII. 
Bound homeward from the hostile camp, where lay 
King Agramant, she met a Gascon knight, 
A prisoner to those paynims, from the day. 
That fought nigh Paris was the iamous fight. 
The damsel prest him all he knew to say : 
Then to the point she covets led the kni^t ; 
Asks of Rflgeio, on that theme abides. 
Listens to that, nor aught inquires besides. 

XXIX. 

Of him a full account did he afford. 

As well acquainted ivith the court ; he said, 

' How, matched with Mandricardo, strove that lord, 

' And layed the martial king in combat dead. 

' And how, sore wounded by the Tartar's sword, . 

' Above a month the stripling kept his bed ;' 

And had the stra^iger here but closed his news. 

Well mig^t his tale the missing knight excuse. . 
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XXX. 

But then subjoins the Gascon caraliw 
' How in tlie Mooii^ camp a dameel liei, 
' By name Marphisa hightj of besnteous cheer, 
' SdiA and aa skilled in arms of every guise, 
' Who lo^es Bogero and to him is dear ; 
' And then the host so rarely sundered spies, 
' That every one, throughout the paynim train, 
' Deans that betrothed in wedlock ure the twun ; 

XXXI. 

' And hope, n6en healed shall be the youdiful knight, 
' The marriage of those lovers will succeed ; 
' (For sure) with pleasure and sincere delight, 
' Those tidings paynim prince and monarch read : 
' Since, knowing either's superhuman might, 
' They angor, from their loins will spring a breed, 
' Id little season, which shall pass in worth 
' The mistiest race that ever was <m earth.' 

XXXII. 

What he rehearsed, the Gascon knight believed. 
Nor withont cause believed the news he bore^ 
A rumour universally received 
And bruited through the sq^uadrons of the Moor ; 
Who had that notion of their love conceived 
From signs of kindness witnessed evermore. 
For— food or bad — though from one mouth it flows. 
Fame to a boundless torrent quickly grows. 
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XXXUI. 

That she with him had brought the Paynim aid. 
And ne'er was seen without the cavalier. 
The first foundation of the rumonr lajed : 
But what confinned that fame in every ear. 
Was, that she, having ftom the camp conveyed 
The thief Bmnello (as I sang whilere) 
As if alone to see Rogeio brought, 
Had to the camp T«tumed, uncalled, unsought. 

XXXIV. 

She solely tSo the camp had ta'en her wayi 
To visit him that im a sick-bed smarted ; 
Nor once alone ; but often all tjie day 
There passed tbat maid, and but at eve departed: 
Who gave yet greater cause of her to say. 
That — known as one bo hau^ty and hard-hearted. 
Who all the world despised — she now was grown 
Benign and humble to the Child alone. 

XXXV. 
When Bmdamant the Gascon's alory heard. 
That lady sn&ted such tormenting pain. 
Such cruel woe her inmost bosom stirred. 
From falling she preserved herself with pain. 
She turned her courser round, without a word. 
Inflamed with jealousy and fierce disdain : 
From her all hope the wretched damsel spurns. 
And to her chamber breathing wrath returns. 
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XXXVI. 

Turned on her &ce, her body-oi) the bed. 
Armed aa she is, the grieving damsel throws, 
And that the sad i^eot 1*7 sorrow bred. 
May be tmheaid of any, bites the clothes ; 
And so, repeating what the stlvnger said. 
To snch a pitch her Btnothered anguish grows. 
Her plaints no longer able to restrain. 
So vents the maid paribrce faer piteous pain : 

XXXVII. 
" Who ever can be trusted? woe is me! 

" All false and cruel well may be esteemed, 
" If thou, R<f^o, false and cruel be, 
" That I so pious and so faithful deemed. 
" What foul and felon act, what treachery, 
" Was ever yet by tragic poet dreamed, 
" But will fall short of thine, if thou wilt set 
" The Bom of my desert, against thy debt? 

XXXVIII. 

" Wherefore, Ri^ero, since no cavalier 

" Mates thee in beauteous form and daring feat, 
" Since thon in matchless valour bast no peer, 
" And none with thee in gentleness compete, 
" Why cannot we, 'mid godlike gifts and clear, 
" Allow thee truth, thy graces to complete ? - 
" The praise of spotless truth to thee allow, 
" To which all other virtues yield and bowF 
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XXXIX. 

" Knowest thoa not, without it, worthless are 
" All gentle bearing and bM martial might ? 
" As there is nothing, howaoever fair, 
" That can be seen without the aid of light.' 
" Easily mightest thou a maid ensnare, 
" Lord as thou wast, and idol in her sight. 
" Her mth thy honied words thou mig^t'st have won, 
" To deem that cold and darksome was the sun. 

XL. 

" Cruel what sin can trouble thee, if thou 
" Do'st not her murder who lored thee repent ? 

. " If held BO lightly be a breach of vow — 
" Beneath what burdea will thy heart-he bent? 
" What treatment will thine adversary koow, 
" If one who loves like me thou so torment ? 
" Justice IK aoae in heaven, I well may aay, 
" If Heaven its vengeance for my wrongs delay. 

XLI. 

" If of all human sins of deepest dye 

" Be fell ingratitude ; if doomed to smart 

" For this, the fairest angel of the sky 

" Was banished into find and darksmne part ; . 

" If mighty sins for mi^ty vengeance cry, 

" Where due atonement cleanses not the heart ; 

" Beware lest thou beneath such vengeance groan, 

"^Ingrate 1 that wouldeat not thy sin atone. 
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XLII. 

" Cmel Rc^ro, I of theft, beside 

" All other sins, may jnatly thee arraign. 

" That thou my heart hast rariahed irom my eide, 

" — Of this offence I will not, I, complain — 

" Bat, having made it mine, that thou defied 

" All right, and took away thy gift again. 

" Restore it ; well thou Juion'st what pains requite 

" Hia ain, who keeps what is another's right 

XLIII. 
" Thou hast left me, Rogero; tkee to leave, 
" Alasl I neither will nor power poesese. 
" But will and power have I my life to reave, 
" To scape fiom this o'erwhelming wretchedness. 
" To die at strife with thee alone I grieve : 
" Var, had the gods so pleased my lot to bless, 
" As to require my life, when loved of thee, 
" Never bo welcome had been death to me." 

XLIV. 
Resolved to die, 'twas so the damsel cried; 

And'starting from her bed, by passion warmed. 
To her left breast her naked sword applied; 
Then lecollected she was wholly armed. 
Meanwhile her better Spirit, at her side. 
With these persuasive words her fury charmed : 
" O lady, bom to such illnstrions name ! 
"Would'st thou conclude ihy life with such foul shame? 
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XLv; 

" Were it not better to the field to go, 

" Wliere aye tliy breath with glory may be spent ? 
" There, shonld R<^ero chance to lay thee low, 
" He to have slain thee haply may repent; 
" But, should his fauldiion deal the mortal blow, 
■< What death could ever yield thee more content? 
" Reason It were thou should'st by him be slain, 
" Who dooms thee living to suph passing pain. 

XL VI. 
" Haply of tJiat Marphisa, too, before 

" Thou diO) thou y«t may deadly vengeance take, 
" Who yri^ dish<N>Wt love and treacherous lore 
" Did thy beloved Rogero's fealty shake." 
This seemed to please the monmfiil lady more 
. Than her first thought; and she forthwith bade make 
A mantle for her arms, which should imply 
Her desperation and desire to die. - 

XLVII. 

The vest is <^ thclt ctdotir which is spied 
In leaf, when gray and yellov are at strife ; 
When it is gathered from the branch, or dried 
Is the green blood, that was its parent's life. 
Embroidered is the surcoat's outer side 
With stems gf oyptess whichdisdain the knife; 
Which shioot not, when by Wtittg stSeel laid low. 
A halnt well according with het woe. 



D,g,t,.?<l I,, Google 



CANTO XZXIT. THE OBLANDO FDBTOSO. & 

XL VIII. 

She took the couiaer that was wont to bear 
Aatolpbo, and with him the lance of gold. 
By whose sole touch qnhorfied all champions were. 
Needless aiiew I deem it to unfold 
Why by Astolpho given, and when and where, 
Or how that spear obtained the wamor bold. 
The lady took the lance, but nothing guessed 
Of the stupendous Tirtue it possessed. 

XLIX. 

Without attendants, without squire, alone. 
The hill deaoending fay the nearest way. 
Towards Paris is the moumiul damsel gone. 
Where camped erewhile the Moorish forces lay; 
For yet to her the tidings :Were unknown, 
Th^t'good Rinaldo'and his bold array 
Had raised, with Charles' and Malagigi's aid. 
The siege the payuims had to Paris laid. 



— Cadurd, and Gahivs* city left bc^nit— 
Bradamant sees the mountain, far and near, 
Whence' Dordogne's waters to the valley wind; 
And Montferrant's and Clermont's towers appear r 
When she, a lady fiur, of semblance kind. 
Beheads, byi that sam* road, towards- h» steer. 
Thiee kntghtt were nij^i, uid— «t the ponAn«l hui^ — 
A buckler from the damsel's -saddle swung. ■■■■ 
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LI. 

Before the lady and behind lier ride 

More squires and maids, a numerous company. 

Fair Bradamant of one that past beside 

Demanded, ' who the stranger dame might be?' 

" That lady to the king of France" (replied 

The squire) " is sent upon an embasxy 

" From THB LOST islb, which lies mid seas that roll 

" Their restless waves beyond the northern pole. 

LII. 
" Some THE LOST isle, some Iceland call the reign 
" Whereof a royal lady fills the throne; 
" Whose charms (before those charms all heanties wane) 
" Are such as Heaven has dealt to her alone. 
" The shield you see she sends to Charlemagne, 
" But with the pact and purpose plainly shown, 
" He should confer it on the knight, whose worth. 
" Is, in bis judgment, fairest upon earth. 

LIII. 

" She, as she deems herself (and it is true 
" She H the fidrest of all womaiddnd), 
" A cavalier, that should in heart and thew 
" Surpass all other warriors, ^n would find; 
" Resolved, should her a hundred thousand woo, 
" None shall unfix the purpose of her mind; 

- "■ — But he, held worthiest by the world's accord^ 
" Alone shall be her lover and her lord. 
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LIV. 

" In France, in royal Charles's fBmous court, 
" The damsel hopes to find the cavalier, 
" Who in a thoneand feats of high report 
" Has showa that he excels each puissant peer. 
" All three are monarchs who the dame escort, 
" And what their kingdoms ye as well shall hear. 
" One Sweden rulea, one Ciothland, Norway one; 
" Snrpast in martial praise by few or none. 

hv. 

" These three, whose kingdoms at some distance lie, 
" Yet the least distant lie irom the lost islk, . 
" (Because few mariners its shore descry, 
" As little known, that island so they style), 
" Wooed and yet woo her for a wife, and vie 
" In valour, and, to win the lady's smile, 
" IllustriouB deeds have done,whichFameshall sound, 
" While Heaven shall circle in its wonted ronnd. 

LVI. 
" Yet shti nor these will wed, nor cavalier 
" That does not, as she deems, all else excell. 
— ' Lightly I hold your proo& of valour here/ 
" (Those northern monarchs was she wont to tell) 
' And if, like sun amid the stars, one peer 
' Outshines his fellows, him I honour well : 
' But therefore hold him not, in fierce alarms, 
' Of living men the bravest kn^ht at arms- 
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LVII. 

■ To Charlemagne, whom I esteem and hold 
As wisest among reigning kings, by tne 
Shall be dispatched a ooetly shield of gt^d. 
On pact and on condition, that it he 
Bestowed on him, deemed boldest of the bold, 
Anud the martial ranks of chivalry. 
Serves he king Charlemagne or other Icb^, 
I will be goremed by that king's award. 

LVIII. 

' If when King Charles the buckler shall receive 
' And give to one so stout, that best among 
' All others he that warrior shall believe, 
' Do they to his or other conrt belong, 
* Fw me the golden buckler shall retrieve 
' One of you three, in his own virtue strong ; 
' My every love and thought shall he possess ; 
' Him for my sponse and iari will I eomhaB.' 

LIX. 

" Moved by these stirring speeches, hither hie 

" li^om that wide-distant sea, those monarchs bold, 
" Resolved to win the buckler, or to die 
" Beneath his hand who has that shield of gold." 
Bradamant ponders much the sqnire's reply; 
He gives his horse the head— his story tdd — 
And plies him so with restless heel and hand. 
He overtakes the damsel's distant band. 
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LX. 

After him gallops not, nor hurries oi^ht, 
Bradamant, who pursnea her road at ease : 
Much evermore rerobing in her thought 
Things that may chance, she finally fbreaees 
That through the buckler by that damiel brought. 
Will follow strife and boundless enmities. 
Amid king CharWs peera^^ and the rest. 
If with that shidd he shall reward the best 

LXI. 

This grieved the damsel's heut, but &r above 
That grief, the former fear her heart did goad ; 
"Diat young B<^ro had withdrawn his love 
Fnon her, and on the warlike queen * bestowed. 
So buried in the thoughts niterewith she strove. 
Was Bradunant, she heeded not her rosd. 
Nor took she care where, at tiie close of light. 
To find befitting shelter fiir the nl^t 

LXII. 

As when from squall) or other chance, a ba^ 
Drives fimu tfae river-side*, where late it lay. 
Under no marine or pilot's charge. 
The winds and waves at will transport tbdr preyr 
So Rabican with Bradamant, at large, 
— She muring on Regero— wends his way. 
For thence, by many miles, was distant wide 
That mind which shoQld her comser'a bridle guide. 
• MarphUa. 

p2 
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LXIII. 

She raised her eyes at last, and saw the sua 

Had turned his back on Bocchus' towers and wall*; 

Then, like a cormorant, liia Journey done. 

Into his nurse's lap beheld him fall. 

Beyond M arocco j and for her to run 

To tree, for shelter from the rising squall, 

Had been a foolish thought ; for now 'gan blow 

A blustering wind, which threatened rain or snow. 

LXIV. 

To better speed i^ Bradamant aroused 
Her courser, yet but little way did ride. 
When with his flock, which on the champaign browsed. 
Leaving the fields, a shepherd she espied. 
To him where, well or ill, she might be housed, 
— With many instances the maid applied— 
' For never house could such ill shelter yield, 
' But that in rain 'twere worse to lodge afield.' 

LXV. 

To her the shepherd said, " I know of none 
" Whereto I could direct you, near at hand. 
" At least six leagues are distant all, but one, 
" Named Tkistrav's towbb, throughout the neigh- 
bouring land. 
" But not to all men is the door undone ; 
" For it behoves that they, with lance in hand, 
" Achieve their footing first and then defend, 
" Who to be lodged within its walls pretend. 
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LXVI. 

" If there be room within, to stranger Icnight 
" The castelkin gives kindly veloome there ; 
"'But is a lodging claimed by other wight, 
" To joust with all new comers makes him swe&r ; 
" If none, he need not move; but arm and fight 
" He must what stranger thitfaer shall repair; 
" And he that worst his warlike arms shall jdy, 
" Must wander forth beneath the naked sky. 

LXVII. 
" If two, three, four, or more, seek shelter, they 
" That first arrive, in peace their quarters take. 
" Who follows, has a harder game to play; 
" For war upon those many must he make. 
" So, if one only in that mansion stay, 
" He with those two, or more, a lance must break, 
" Then with as many others as succeed : 
" Thus he what strength be has shall sorely need. 

LXVIII. 

" As well, if wife or maid seek that repair, 
" (Is she alone, is she accompanied), 
" And afterwards another, the most lair 
" Is housed ; that other must without abide." 
Bradamant asked the kindly shepherd wher« 
That castle stood ; and he with signs replied 
As well as words, and pointed with his hand 
Where, five or six miles wide, the tower did stand. 
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LXIX. 

Thongli Rabican'a good patjes merit prnise. 
To hnny him the damsel Haa no sliill. 
By those h) pasBuig fool and bnA«n waya, 
(By MEUOD somewhat rainy rendered ill) 
So, a» to reach the tower, ere' Night o'eilays 
The world, whoae every nook dark shadcnra filL 
Arrired, that lady finda the portal barred. 
And '. that she seeks a lodging" tells the guard. 

LXX. 

He answers, ' that the place is oocnpted 
' By dame and kni^t already honied, who, met 
' About the fire, in that chill erening-tide, 
' Wait till their supper he befiae them set.' 
To him that maid ; " The board is not supplied, 
" I deem, fiir them, unless the meal be eat. 
" Now, say I wait their coming," (she pursues,] 
" Who know and will dnoTe your castle's use." 

LXXI. 

The goard his message bore, where at their ease 
Beposed the weary caraliers ; his tale 
Not overlikely was those kings to please ; 
For cold and peerish blew the wintry gale. 
And now fast fell the rain ; yet, ftmed to seise 
Their arms, they slowly don the martial mail. 
The rest remain within ; wUle Ihei/ proceed 
Against the damsel, but with little speed. 
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LXXII. 

Three cavaliera tiiey were, of might bo tried. 
Few duunpioiu but to them in prowess yield, 
The same that she that very day, beside 
The arniixx maid, encunntered in the field. 
They that in Iceland boasted, in their pride. 
To bear away irom France the golden shield : 
Who (for they had the martial maid outrode) 
Arrired belore her at that lord's abode. 

LXXJII. 
In feats of arms few warriors were more stout; 
But she besure will be amimg those few. 
She, that on no account will wait widioat. 
Fasting and wet, night's weary watches throu^ 
Within from window and &om lodge, the rout 
Look forth, and will the jonst by moonlight view. 
Which streams irom underneath a covering cloud ; 
Albeit the furious rain beats last and loud. 

LXXIV. 

Such transput as the longing gallant cbe^v. 
About to seize die stolen finiits of love. 
When, after long delay, the listener hears 
Hie bolt within its socket softly more. 
Such transport cheered her, of those cavaliers 
The prowess and the pith a-fire to prove. 
When now the opened portals she descried. 
And drawbridge dropt, and issuing knights espied. 
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LXXV. 

When she beheld, how, of th«t drawbridge clear 
Those knights, t<^ether or scarce sundered, came. 
She took her ground; and next in fierce csreer. 
With flowing bridle, drove the furious dame, 
Lerelling against those kings that virtuous speer. 
Her cousin's gift, which never missed its aim ; 
Whose touch each warrior must unseat parforce; 
Yea Mars, should Mars contend in mortal course. 

LXXVI. 

The king of Sweden, fbremost of those knights. 
In falling too is foremost of the train ; 
With auch surpassing force his hdmet smites 
That sptai, which never yet was couched in vain. 
Gothland's good king next meets the maid, and lights 
With feet in air, at distance on the plain. 
The third' (unhorsed by Aymon's beauteous daughter) 
Half buried lies in mire and marshy water. 

LXXVII. 
When at three strokes she had unhorsed them all. 
Lighting with head on earth and heels in air. 
Retiring &om the field, she sought the Hall, 
In search of lodging ; but, ere harboured there. 
To issue forth, at whosoever's call. 
Is, by the warder's best, obliged to swear. 
That lord who well had weighed her famous feats. 
The damsel with surpassing honour greets. 
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Lxxvin. 

So does by lier the lady, that erewhile 

Had thither joomeyed, with those nuoiaTchg three. 

As I related. Bent from the lost iblx 

To France's king, npon an embassy. 

Kind a« she is and affable of style. 

She renders back the stranger's courtesy; 

Rises to welcome her with smiling air. 

And to the fire conducts that warlike iair. 

LXXIX. 

As Bradamant unarms, and first her shield. 
And after puts her polished casque away, 
A caul of shining gold, wherein concealed 
And dustering close, her prisoned tresses lay, 
She with the helmet do% ; and now revealed, 
(While the long locks about her shoulders play,) 
A lovely damsel by that band is seen. 
No fiercer in «firay than fair of mien. 

LXXX. 

As when the stage's curtain* is uprolled. 

Mid thousand lamps, appears the mimic scene. 
Adorned with arch and palace, pictures, gold. 
And statues ; or, as limpid and serene 
The sun his visage, glorious to behtdd, 
UsTeils, emeiging from a cloudy screen ; 
So when the lady doffs her iron case, 
All paradise seems opened in her face. 
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LXXXI. 

Already bo veUfgmwa and widely spread 
Were the bright treBses which the hermit shore. 
These, gathered ia a knot, behind her head. 
Though shorter than their woni, the damsel wore ; 
And he, that castle's master, plunly read, 
(Who often had beheld her fiice befine) 
That this was Bradamant ; and now he paid 
Yet highsT hontmre to the martial moid. 

xocxxn. 

With modest and with mirthfol talk this while. 
Seated about the fire, they feed the ear ; 
And in this way the weary time bf^nile 
Till they are heartened with more solid cheer. 
' If new or ancient were his castle's style,' 
(Bnidamant asks the courteous cavalier) 
' By whom b^nn, and how it took its rise ?' 
And thus that castellain to her replies. 

LXXXIII. 
'■ When Fharamond of France possessed the throne, 
" His son, prince Clodion, had a mistress rare ; 
" And damsel in that ancient age was none 
" More graceful, beauteous, or mare debonair ; 
" So loved of Fhaiamond's enamoured son, 
" That he lost sight no oftener of the fair 
" Than lo's shepherd of his charge whilere : 
" For jealous as enamoured was the peer. 
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LXXXIV, 

' Her in this maiuiDii, whioh his ure bestoffed, 
" He kept, aod nrely fHued beta hli rest ; 
"With him w»e lodged ien cayaliers, allowed 
" Through France to be the boldest nod the best. 
" Hither, while in this castle he abode, 
" Sir Triitram and a dame their course addrest : 
" WhMn from a iririoiu giant, in her need, 
" Short time beftre that gentle fc-nigti* had freed- 

LXXXV. 

' Sir Triatmn and bis lady reached the Hall, 
" Wheal now the sno hod Seville left behind.]' 
" They loi admission on the porter call, 
" Since they for ten milas round no shelter find. 
" But Clodion, that loved much, and was withal 
" SoK jealous, was determined in his mind 
" No stranger in his keep should ever inn, 
" So long as that &ir lady lodged therein. 

LXXXVI. 

" When, after long entreaties made in vain, 
" The rtirrfjiliiiii refused to luKue the kni^t, 
" He said, ' What supplication cannot gain, 
' I hope to make thee do in thy despite ;' 
" And loudly challenged him, with all his train, 
" Those ten which he maintained, to bloody fight ; 
" Oflfering, with levelled lance and lifted ^aive, 
" To prove Sir Clodion a discouiteouH knave ; 
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LXXXVII. 

* On pact, if lie Bate iast, and overthrown 
' Should be the warder and his warli^ roat, 
' He in that castle should be lodged alone, 
' And ClodJon with his knights remain without.' 
" Against him goes the king of France's son, 
" At risque of death, to renge that galling flont ; 
" Bnt fiills astound ; the rest partake his iate, 
" And on the losers Tristram bars the gate. 

LXXXVIII. 

" Entering the tower, he finds her harboured there 
" Whereof I spake, so dear in Clodion's eyea ; 
" Whom SHE had equalled with the loveliest fair, 
" Nature, so ni^ard of such courtesies. 
" With her Sir Tristram talks, while fell despair 
" Aye racks the houseless prince in htnrid wise. 
" Who prays the conquering knight, with suppliant 

" Not to his arms the damsel to deny. 

LXXXIX. 

" Though die small wtoth in Tristram's si^t possess, 
" Nor any, saving Yseult, please his aight^, 
" Nor other dame to lore or to caress, 
" The philtre, drunk erewhile, allows the knight ; 
" Yet, fot he would that foul discourteousness 
" Of Clodion with a fit revenge requite, 
" He cries, ' I deem it were foul wrong and sore, 
'.If on sndi beauty I should shut the door. 
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xc. 

' And, should Sir Clodiou grieve beneath the tree 
' To lodge alone, and company demand ; 
' Although less beautiful, I have with me 
' A fair and youthful damsel, here at hand, 
' Who, I am well content, his mate shall be, 
' And do in all things, as he shall command. 
' But she that is most fair to the most strong, 
■ Meseemeth, in all justice should belong.' 

XCI. 

" Shut out all night, the moody Clodion strayed, 
" Puffing and pacing round his lofty tower, 
" As if that prince the sentinel had played 
" On themj that slept at ease in lordly bower : 
" Him, sorer far than wind and cold dismayed 
" That lovely lady's loss in Tristram's power : 
" But he, with pity touched, upon<the morrow, 
" Rendered her back, and so relieved his sorrow. 

XCII. 

' Becausej' he said, and made it plain appear, 
' Such as he found her, he returned the fairj 
' And though for his discourtesy whUere, 
' Clodion had every scorn deserved to bear, 
' He was content with having made the peer 
' Outwatch the weary night in open air. 
' Accepting not that cavalier's excuse, 
' Who would have thrown on Love his castle's use. 
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xcni. 

' For Lore shoiild make a dmrUsh nature kind, 
' And not trmnriorm to mde a gentle breast.' 
" Wken Tristram hence was gone, not long behind 
" Remained the enamonred prince who changed his 

rest: 
" But first be to a caralier consigned 
" The tower ; whereof that baron he possest, 
" On pact, that he and his in the domain 
" Hencefinrth this usage ever should maintain ;" 

XCIV. 
' That cavalier of greatest heart and power 

' Should in this hall be harboured without foil : 

' They that leas worthy were should void the tower, 

' And seek another inn, by hill or dale. 

' In fine, that law was fixt, which to this hour 

' Endures, as yon have seen ;' while so hia tale 

To Bradamant recounts that castle's lord. 

The sewer with savonry meats has heaped the board. 

XCV. 

In the great hall that [denteons boatid was laid, 
(None &irer was in all the world beside) 
Then came he vbeie theee beaatoous ladies stayed. 
And t^iem, with tordies lit, did ddther guide. 
On entering, Bradamant the room surveyed. 
And she, that other fiiir, on every side ; 
Who as ib«j gaze about the gorgeous hall. 
Filled full of jucture, mark each storied wall. 
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XCVI. 

So beauteous ar« the figures, that instead 
Of eating, on the pointed wslla tbcy stare ; 
Albeit of meat they have no little need. 
Who wearied wwe with that day's labour are. 
With grief the Hwer, with grief the cook takes heed. 
How on the table cools the untasted fare. 
Nay, there is one amid the crowd, who cries, 
" First fill yonr bellies, and then feast your eyes." 

XCVII. 
The goesta were placed, and now about to eat. 
When suddenly bethought that castellain. 
To house two damselB were a thing unmeet ; 
One lady must dislodge, and one remain ; 
The iaiiest stay, and she least fair retreat. 
Where howls the wind, where beats the pattering rain. 
Because they separate came, 'tis ordered so ; 
One lad^ must lenain, one lady go^ 

XCVIII. 
The lord some matrons of his household crew 
Calls, with two eldcn, in aatii jndgmenta wise; 
' He marks the dames, and bids thent of tlw two 
Declare which it matt besuteeiu ia thdr eyes; 
And all, npon examinatioD due. 
Cry, Aymon's dau^tarbest des«rvea the prize. 
And Tondi as she in might those kings outweighed. 
No less in beauty she snrpasaed the maid. 
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XCIX. 

The warder cries to that lakadic dame. 

Who of her sentence has a shrewd suspicion, 

" O lady, let it be no cause of blame, 

" That we observe onr usage and condition ; 

" To seek some other rest must be thine aim, 

" Since, by our universal band's admission, 

" Though unadorned that martial maid be seen, 

" Thou canst not match het charms and lovely mien." 



As in a moment's time a cloud obscure 

Steams ti'om the bottom of some marshy dale. 
Which the sun's vis^e, late so bright and pure, 
Mantles all over with its dingy veil ; 
So that poor damsd, sentenced to endure. 
Without, the pelting shower and blustering gale. 
Is seen to change her cheer, and is no more 
The &ir and mirthful maid she was before. 

CI. 

The maid turns pale, and all her colour flies. 
Who dreads so stem a sentence to obey u 
But geneiona Bradamant, in prudent guise. 
Who could not bear to see her turned away. 
Cried to that baron, " Partial and unwise 
" Yonr judgment seems, as well all judgments may, 
" Wherein the losing party has not room 
" To plead, before the judge pronounces doom. 
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CII. 

" I, who this cause take on me to defend, . 
" Say (whether fairer or less fair I be) 
" I came not as a womEm, nor intend 
" That now mine actions shall be womanly. 
" Bnt, saving I undress, who shall pretend 
" To say I am or am not such as she f 
" Neither should aught be said but what we know, 
" And least of all what works another woe, 

cm. 

" Many, as well as I, long tresses wear, 

" Yet are not therefore women; if, as guest, 

" I have admittance gained to your repair, 

" Like woman or like man, is manifest : 

" Then why should I the name of wfonan bear, 

" That in my actions stand a man contest ^ 

" 'Tis ruled that woman should a woman chase ; 

" Not that a knight a woman should displace. 

CIV. 
" Orant we (what I confess not howaoe'er) 
" That you the woman in my visage read ; 
" But that in beauty I am not her peer : 
" Not therefore, deem I, of my valour's meed 
" Ye would deprive me, though in beauteous cheer 
" The palm I to that damsel should concede. 
•I 'Twere hard, because I yield to her in charms, 
" That I should forfeit what I won in arms. 
VOL. VI. a 
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cv. 

" And if it be your iuag«, that the dame 
" Who yields in beauty, from yonr tower must wend, 
" Here to remain I my design proclaim, 
" Should my resolve have good or evil end. 
" Hence I infer, unequal were the game, 
" IF she and I in beauty should contend : 
" For if Bucb strife 'twixt her and me ensues, 
" Nought can the datniel gain, and much may loee ; 

CVI. 

" And save the gain and loss well balanced be 
" In every match, the conteat ia unfair. 
" So that by ri|^t, no less than courtesy, 
" May she a shelter claim tn your repair. 
" But are there any here that disagree, 
" And to impugn tny'equal sentence dare, 
" Behold me prompt, at such gainsayer's will, 
" To prove niy judgment right, his judgtnent illl" 

CVII. 
Bradamant — grieved that maid of gentk kind 
Should from that castle wnmgfully be sped. 
To bide the raging of the rain and wind. 
Where sheltering honse was none, nor even shed— ' 
With reasons good, in waiy speech combined. 
Persuades that lord; but mostly what she said 
On ending, silences the kni^t; and he 
Allows the justice of that damsel's plea. 
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CVIII. 

As when hot summer sun ^ the ami has rired. 
And most the thirsty plant of moisture diaing. 
The weak and wasting flower, well nigh deprived 
Of that quick sap which circled in its veins. 
Sucks in the welcome rain, and is revived ; 
Soj when bold Brudamant so well maintains 
The courier maid's defence, her beauteous cheer 
And mirth revive, and brighten as whilere. 

CIX. 
At length the supper, which had long been dight. 
Nor yet was touched, enjoys each hungry guest; 
Nor any further news of errant knight 
Them, seated at the festive board, molest; 
All, saving Bradomant, enjoy, whose sprite. 
As wont, is still afflicted and imprest. 
For that suspicious fear, that donbt unjust. 
Which racked her bosom, marred the damsel's gust. 

ex. 

The supper done — brought sooner to a close 
Haply from their desire to feast their eyes — 
First of the set, Duke Aymon's daughter rose. 
And next the courier maid is seen to rise. 
With that the warder signs to one, that goes 
And many torches tires in tumble wise ; 
Whose light on storied wall and ceiling fell. 
What followed shall another canto tell. 
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NOTES TO CANTO XXXII. 



To Ulastmte the difflcultiea experienced b^ thote who are 
zealoDB and jealoiu In the cauK of Bngluh, I will mentioii 
that two very accomplished Mends of mine objected to two 
words, one in this, and one in the preceding stanza, which 1 
hare left itan^ng. One obserred, that etitramed could not be 
found in Johnson's Dictionary; and the other, that to than was 
not recognized In it as a rerb neuter. Sniralneil is, however, 
justified hy the liiUotnng line of Harriogton : 

" By other's augared words I was erUramal." 
And to than to do, Ac. by a passage In the translMion of the 
New Testament, in which St. Paal says," I bare BtAlhamtito 
proclldni the glory of QoA."—Aclt, cb. 30. v. 27. 



" The Cadurd, in ancient geography, were a people of Aqui- 
tania, situated between the rireis Oidtis, ninniag from the 
north, atid the Tarals from tbv south. Cahors is*lhe modem 
name of thdr cafntai." — Enq/et. 
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At vbewjroni tqtfaUf or athvr chantt^ a barge 
DHveifram tht rivtr-tide, ^c. 

Stanza Ixli. lines 1 aud 2. 
Vt aubito proprium, prenaa tellai-e, carinam 
Tangeuteni portum, ventus Id alta ntpit. 



uid2. 

I have looked in viun for "BikcAiu'i dig iu dictionariea and 
iu Sallnsfs history of tlieJugurthiDe war. I must therefore be 
contented with staling from Lemprirre that he was " a king of 
Osetulia who perfidiously delirered Jngurtha to Sylla, (he lieu- ■ 
teosnt of Marina." 

Tbe ll^iau comiueBUtor* say notfainf reapecting IM» citif of 
Bacclmi, tut are fallof iDformatiop respecting Morocco. 

5. 



Tbii itaina nay aetve as anotber proof of tbe superiority of 
Itid; Id refineueat to England in the time of ArkMlo ; for we 
liere see. lacb » deicription of acettery as is wiEDessed in oui 
best theatres in the present day; whereas wc Iidow that om 
best theatres at that time exhibited only euch decorations, &c. 
as -would not now be tolerated in the basest of our bams. 

The idea of this illultiatiou is taken from Ovid. 
Sic ubi toUnntor festis aulea theatria, &c. 
The second comparison. 

Or at the gloriom tun, ^. 
is also taken from Ovid. 
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NOTES TO CANTO XXXtl. 



SirTriilnun andVgeull became paselonatelf and exclnrively 
enamoured of each other from hariiig drnok a philtre. 



Ut ctttn Bole malo trbtlque loaaria palleot, 

cum dara dies Zephjrique refecit 

Auia polnm, redtt omnia honoe demlssaqae lac«iit 
Oermina, et ioformeB oniat sua gloria virgag. 
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ARGUMENT. 

Bradamamt ittt iit pietun future fi^U 

There, nhtn ihe gained admiiiion bg the tptar. 
From cotnbot ceau, upon Bayardo'iJUght, • 
Gradatto and MontaZiin't cavaUer. 
While loartng through the wvrtd, the EnglUh might 
Arrivei <n N'ubia'i dUtant realm, end here 
Driving ihe Harpietfiom Ae royal board, 
Himti to the mouth ofheli Otat impieue horde. 
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CAMTO XSXIU. 



TiMAooRAa, Farrhasius, PolygilMe', 
Frotogenes, renowned ApoUod<»%, 
Timanthes, and Apelles, first of note, 
Zeuzis and others, ^mous heretc^ore. 
Whose memory down the stream of Time will float. 
While we their wreck and labours loet deplore. 
Whose fiime will flourish still in Fate's despite, 
(Grammercy anthors !) while men read and write; 

n. 

And those, yet living or of earlier day, 
Mantegna, Zieonardo, Gian Belline, 
The Doasi, and, skilled to carve « to pourtray, 
Michael, luss man than angel and divine, 
Bastiano, Raphael, Titian, who (as they 
Urbino and Venice) makes Cadoro shine; 
With more, whose works resemble what we beer 
And credit of those spirits, femed wbilere ; 
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III. 

The painters we hare seen, and others, who 
Thousands of years ago in hononr stood. 
Things which had been with matchless pencil drew. 
Some working apoa wall, and some on wood. 
But nerefj amid masters old or new. 
Have ye of pictures heard or pictures viewed 
Of things to come ; yet such have berai pourtrayed 
Before the deeds were done which they displayed. 

IV. 
Yet let not artist, whether new or old. 

Boast of his skill such wondrous works to make ; 

But leave this feat to spell, wherewith controlled 

The spirits of the infernal bottom quake. 

The hall, whereof in other strain I told. 

With volume sacred to Avemus' lake. 

Or Norsine grot*, through subject Demons' might. 

Was tnadd by Merlin in a single night. 



That art, whereby those ancients erst pourtrayed 
Such wonders, is extinguished in our day. 
But to the troop, by whom will be surveyed 
The painted chamber, I return, and say; 
A Winire attendant, on a signal made. 
Bore thither lighted torches, by whose ray 
Were scattered from that hall the shades of night. 
Nor this in open day had shown more bright. 
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VI. 

When thus the castle's lord addressed that crew : 
" Know, of adventures in this chamber wrought, 
" Up to our days, hare yet been witnessed few ; 
" A waHare storiedj but its fields unfbught. 
" Who limned the battles, these as well forekne*. 
" Here of de&ats to come and victwies taught, 
" Whate'er in Italy our host befalls 
" You may discern as painted on these walls. 

VII. 
" The wars, wherein French armies should appear, 
" Beyond the Alps, of foul event or foir, 
" Even from his days until the thousandth year, 
" By the prophetic Merlin painted were, 
" Hither Great Britain's monarch sent the seer, 
" To him, that of King Marcomir was heir: 
" Why hither sent, and why this hall was made, 
" At the same time to you shall be displayed. 

VIII. 
" King Pharamond, the first of those that passed 
" Tbe Rhine, amid his Franks' victorious train, 
" When Gaul was won, bethought him how to cast 
" On restive Italy the curbing rein ; 
" And this ; that evermore he wasting fast 
" Beheld the Roman empire's feeble reign; 
" And (for both reigned at once) would make accord, 
" To compass his design, with Britain's lord. 
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IX. 

" The raytl Arthur, by whiHu nought wtkB done 
" Without the ripe advice of Merlin sage^ 
" (Merlin, I say, the Devil's mighty whi, 
" Well versed in what should chance in future age,) 
" Knowing through him, to Pharamond made known, 
" He would in many woes his host eng^^, 
" Entering that re^on, which, with m^ed monnd, 
" Apennine parts, and Alp and sea surround. , 

X. j, 

" To him sage Merlin shows, that well nigh all \. 
" Those other monarcha that in France will reign, 
" By murderous steel will see their people &I1, 
" Consumed by &mine, or by fever slain ; 
" And that short joy, long sorrow, profit small, 
" And boundless ill shall recompense their pain ; 
" Since vainly will the lily seek to shoot 
" In the Italian fields its withered root. 

XI. 

" King Pharamond so trusted to the seer, 

" That he resolved to torn his arms elsewhere ; 
" And Merlin, who beheld with sight as clear 
" The things to be, as things that whilom were, 
" 'Tis said, was brought by magic, art to rear 
" The painted chamber at the monarch's prayer; 
" Wherein whatever deeds the Franks shall do, 
" As if already done, are plain to view. 
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XII. 

/' That king who shonld saooeed, might comprehend, 
" As he renown uid vict<ny would obtain, 
" Whene'er his friendly aqnadroiu shonld defend 
" Fran all barbariani ebe the Italian reign ; 
" So, if to damage her he should descend, 
" Thinking to bind her with the griding chain, 
" — Might comprdiend, I say, and read his doom — 
" How he beyond these hills should find a tomb." 

XIII. 
So saidi'fae leads the listening ladies where 
Those pictured bistmies begin; to show 
How Sigisbert his arms wiU southward bear 
For what imperial Maurice shall bestow '. 
" Behold him £rom the Mount of Jove repair * 
" Thither where Ambra and Tidno flow I 
" Entar behold °, who not alone repeb, 
" But puts the foe to flight, and routs and quells. 

XIV. 
" Where they with Clovis tread the monntaia way °, 
" More than a hundred thousand warriors trace ; 
" See Benevento's duke the monarch stay, 
" Whose thinner files his hostile army face. 
" Lo ! these who feign retreat an ambush lay. 
" Lo ! where tbrongb danger, havoc, and disgrace, 
" The Franksj who to the Lombard wine-&t hie, 
" Drugged by the bait, like poisoned mullets die. 
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XV. 

" Where Childibert the boundary hills has croBt ^, 
" Heading what bands of France and captains, see 
" Yet shall no more than baffled Clovis bonst 
" The conquest or the spoil of Lombard^. 
" Heaven's sword descends so heavy on his host, 
" Choked with their bodies every road shall be ; 
" So pined with watery flux and withering sun, 
" Tliat, out often, unharmed returns not one." 

XVI. 
He shows King Pepin, shows King Charlemagne*; 
How into Italy their march they bend ; 
And one and the other iair success obtain, 
Because her land they came not to ofl'end. 
But Stephen one, the other Adriane, 
And, after, injured Leo, would defend. 
This quells Astolpbo, ^d that takes his heir. 
And re-establishes the papal cbiur. 

XVII. 
A youthful Pepin of the royal line 

He after shows ; who seemed to spread His host. 

Even from the kilns to the isle of Palestine ' ; 

And with a, bridge, achieved at mighty cost, 

At Malamocco, to bestride the brine. 

And on Rialto's shore his battle post. 

Then fly and leave his drowning bands behind, 

His bridge destroyed by wasting waves and wind. 
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" Biirgundian Lewis ye behold descend '" 

"Thither with his invading squadrMts, where, 
" Vanquished and taken, nevermore ta offend 
" With hostile arms, he is compelled to swear. 
" Behold ! he slights his solemn oath — to wend, 
" Anew, with reckless steps, into the snsre. 
" Im ! there he leaves his eyes ; and his array, 
" Blind as the moldwarp, hence their lord convey. 

XIX. 

" You see him named from Aries, victorions Hugh ", . 
" From Italy the BerengEui chase ! 
" Whom, quelled and broken twice and thrice, anew 
",Now the Bavarians, now the Huns, replace. 
" O'ermatched, he then for peace is &in to sue ; 
" Nor long survives, nor he who fills his place ; 
" To Berengarius yielding his domains, 
" Who, repossest of all his kingdom, reigns. 

XX. 

" You see, her goodly pastor to sustain, 
" Another Charles set fire to Italy; 
" Who has two kings in two fierce battles slain, 
" Manfred and Conradine, and after see 
" His bands, who seem to ves the new-won reign 
" With many wrongs, and who dispersedly 
" — Some here, some there — in different cities dwell- 
" Slain on the tolling of the vesper-bell '*-" 
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XXI; 

He sbows them next (but after interral, 

'Twoold geem, of many and many an age, not years) 

Hdw, " thTough the Alps, a captain oat of Oaul, 

" To war apon the great Viscontis, steers "; 

" And seems to straiten Alexandria's wall> 

" Girt with his forces, foot and cavaliers : 

" A garrison within, an ambuscade 

" Wi^oht the works, the warlike doke has laid ; 

xxn. 

■" And the French host, decoyed in cunning wise 
" Thither where the Bumnmding toils are spread, 
" Conducted on that evil enterprise 
" By Armagnac, the Gallic squadron's head, 
" Slaughtered throughout the spacious champaign lies, 
" Or is to Alexandria captive led : 
'■ While, swoln not more with watei than with blood, 
" Taiumu purples wide Fo's ample flood." 

XXIII. 

Successively that castellsin displayed 

One hight of Marca '*, of the Anjouites three. 
How " Marai, Dannians, Salentines," (he said) 
" And Brud, these shall oft molest, you see : 
" Yet not by Frank or Jjatian's friendly aid 
" Shall one ddivered from destruction be. 
" Lo ! from the realm, as oft as they attack, 
" Alphonso and Oonsalvo beat them back. 
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XXIV. 

" YoQ see the eighth Charles, amid his martiBl train, 
" The dower of France, through Alpine pass hai 

pressed ". 
" Who Liris ftirds, and takes all Naples" reign, 
" Yet draws not sword nor lays a lance in rest : 
" All, save that rock'" which — Typheua' endless pain— 
" Lies on the giant's belly, anns, and breaat : 
" By Inigo del Guasto here withstood, 
" Derived from Aralo'a illustrtous blood." 

XXV. " 
The warder of the castle, who makes clear 
To beauteous Bradomant that history. 
Says, baring shown her Ischia's island, " Ere 
" I lead you further other things to see, 
" I '11 tell what my great-graadiather whileie 
" — I then a child— was wont to tell to me. 
" Which in like manner (that great-grandsire said), 
" As well to him his fether whilwne read; 

XXVI. 
" And hit from eire or grasdsire heard recite ; 
" So son frtmi sire ; even to that baron, who 
" Heard it related by the very wight, 
" That these fait pictures without pencil drew, 
" Which you see painted azure, red, and white. 
" He when to Pharamond (as now to you) 
" Was shown the castle on the rocky mount *, 
" Heard him relate the things I now recount. 
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XXVII. 

' Heard him relate, how in that fortUage 
" From that good knight should spring, who, 'twould 

appear, 
" duarda it so well, he ecoids the fires that rage, 
" Erea to the Pharo, flaming far and near, 
" Then, or within short apace, and in that age, 
" (And named the week and day, as well as year,) 
" A noUe warrior, unexcelled in worth 
" By other, that baa yet appeared on earth. 

XXVIII. 
" NereuB less foir'^, Achilles was less strong, 
'' Less was Ulysses femed for daring feat ; 
' Nestor, that knew so much and lived so long, 
" Less prudent; nimble Ladas was less fleet; 
" Less liberal and less prompt to pardon wrong, 
" Ctesar, whose praises ancient tales repeat. 
" So that, compaied with him, in Ischia born, . 
' Each might appear of vaunted virtues shorn ; 

XXIX. 

' And if illustrious Crete rejoiced of old 
" In giving birth to Ccelus' godlike heir ; 
" If Thebes in Hercules and Bacchus bold, 
" If Delos boasted'of her heavenly pair, 
" Nought should as well this happy isle withhold 
" FfomJifting high her glorious head in air, 
" When that great marquis shall in her be born, 
" WhcMT) with its every grace shall Heaven adorn. 
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XXX. 

" Sage Merlin said — and oft renewed that say — 
' He was reserved to flourish in an age, 
' Wben most opprest the Roman empire lay, 
' That he might &ee that holy heritage : 
' But as some deeds of his I must display 
' Hereafter, these I will not now presage.' 
" So spalce that wizard, and renewed the story, 
" Which told of Charlemagne's predestined glory. 

XXXI. 

' Lewis,' (so learned Merlin said,) ■ is woe 

' To have brought to Italy King Charlemagne, 

' Whom he called in to harass, not o'erthrow 

' That ancient rival of his goodly reign ; 

' At his return declares himself his foe, 

■ And, leagued with Venice, would the king detain. 

' Behold that valiant monarch couch his spear, 

' And in his foes' despite a passage clear. 

XXXH. 

' But his new kingdom leaving to his band, 
' Far other destiny awaits that throng: 
' For, with the Mantuan's friendly succour manned, 
' Oonsalvo to the war returns so strong, 
' He leaves not in few months, by sea or land, 
' One living head, his slaughtered troops among. 
' But then, because of one by treason spent, 
' In him appears the joy of triumph shent.' " 
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XXXIII. 

80 saying, to his gaeats the cavalier 
Alphonso, of Pescara hight, displayed": 
" Who in a thonsand feats will shine more clear 
" Than the resplendent carbuncle," he said. 
" Behold, deceived by fiuthless treaty, here, 
" Mid snares by the mah'gna&t ^thiop laid, 
" Transfist with deadly dart the warrior lies, 
" In whom that age's worthiest champion dies." 

XXXIV. 

Under Italian escort next they see 

Where the twelfth Lewis o'er the hills is g«aie ">; 
Has by its roots nptom the mulberry. 
And in Viscoutis' laud the lilies sown : 
" Treading in Charles's steps, by him shall be 
. " Bridges athwart the Oarigliano thrown. 
" Yet after shall he mourn his army's slaughter, 
" Dispersed and drowning in that fetal water." 

XXXV. 

(The lord pursues) " with no less OTerthnmr, 
" Broken in Puglia, see the Gallic trtun. 
" In him who twice entraps the routed foe, 
" Gonsalvo you behold, the pride of Spain. 
" POTtune to Lewis a (air fece shall show, 
" As late a troubled mien, uptm that plain, 
" Which even to where yext Adria pours her tides, 
" Po, between Alp and Apennine, divides." 
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XXXVI. 

The host reproved himself, while so he said. 
And pieced his tale, as having left untold 
Things first in order; next to them displayed 
A royal castle by its warder sold. 
A prisoner by the ftuthless Switzer made. 
He shows the lord who hired him with his gold"': 
Which double treason, without couching lance. 
Has given the victwy to the king of FrBUoe. 

XXXVII. 

That warder then shows Ctesar Borgia, grown 
Puissant in Italy ^S through this king's grace; 
For all Rome's peen^, and all lords that own 
Her sway, be into exile seems to chase : 
Then shows the Itbg, that will the saw take down. 
And papal acoms in Bolc^ua place'': 
Then Genoa's burghers, by this monarch broke", 
And rebel dty stooping to his yoke. 

XXXVI 11. 

" You see," (pursues that warder,) " how with dead 
. " Covered is Ghi&radada's green cfaampugn". 
" It seems each dty opes her gates through dread ; 
" And Venice scarce her freedom can maintain. 
" You see he suffers not the Church's head, 
" PassiDg the Darrow confines of R^niugne, 
" Modena from Ferrara's duke to reave ; 
" Who would not to that prince a remnant leave. 
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. XXXIX. 

" Nay he Bolcfpa rescues from Ms sway; 
" Whither the Bentivc^li thetn betake. 
" You next see Lewia siege to Brescia lay. 
" And the close- straitened city storm and take ; 
" Felsina almost at the same time stay 
" With succour, and the papal army break ; 
" And next, 'twould seem, that either hostile band 
" Lies tented upon Chassis' level strand. 

XL. 

" On this side France, upon the other Spain, 
" Extend their files, and battle rages high ; 
" Fast foil the men at arms in either train, 
" And the green earth is tinged with crimson dye. 
" Flooded with human gore seems every drain; 
"Jtfars doubts to whom to ^ve the victory; 
" When through Alphonso's worth *' the Spaniards 

yield, 
" And the victorious Franks maintain the field; 

XLI. 
" And, for Ravenna sacked and ravaged lies, 
" The Roman pastor bites his lips through woe ; 
" Galled by him, horn the hills, in tempest's guise, 
" Swoop the fierce Germans on the fields below. 
" It seems each Frenchman unresisting flies, 
" Chased by their bands beyond the mountain snow, 
" And that they set the mulberry's thriving shoot 
" There, whence they plucked the golden lily's root. 
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XLII. 

" Behuld the Frank returns, and here behold 
" Is broken, by the faithless Swiss betrayed"*, - 
''' He, that his royal father seized and sold, 
" Whose succour dearly by the youth is paid. 
" Those over whom &lse Fortune's wheel had rolled, 
" Erewhile, beneath another king arraid, 
" You here behold, preparing to eSiux 
" With Tengeful deed Norara's late disgrace; 

XLIII. 
" And see with better auspices return 

" The valiant Francis, foremost of his train, 
" Who BO shall break the haughty Switzer's horn, 
" That little short of spent their bands remain ; 
" And them shall nevermore the style adimi, 
" Usurped by that foul troop of churlish vein, 
" Of scourge of princes, and the faith's defence, 
" To which those rustics rude shall make pretenct^. 

XLIV. 

" Lo ! he takes Milan, in the league's despite ; 
" Lo ! with the youthful Sforza makes accord ; 
" Lo ! Bourbon*' the fair city keeps, in right 
" Of Francis, from the furious German horde : 
" Lo! while in other high emprize and fight 
" Elsewhere is occupied his royal lord, 
" Not knows the pride and licence of his host, 
" Through these the city shall anew be lost. . 
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XLV. 

" Lo ! otiier Francia** who Ms grandsire's vein 
" InLeriU, not fais generous name alone .' 
" Who by the Church's favour will r^aiu 
" — The Oaul expelled— a land wlii<iU was his own. 
" France too retnms, but keeps a tighter leiiii 
" Nor over Italy, as wont, has flown ; 
" For Mantua's noble duke the foe shall stay, 
" And, M Ticino's passage, bar fais way. 

XLVI. 

" Though on his cheek youth's blosMKns scarce app^r, 
" Worthy immortal glory, Frederick shines ; 
" And well that praise deserves, since by hia spear, 
" But more by care and skill, Favia'e lines 
" Against the French defends that cavalier, 
" And frustrates the sea-lion's* bold designs. 
" Yon Bee two marquises, Italia's boost, 
" And both, alike the tema of our host. 

XLVll. 
" Both of one blood and of one nest they are ; 
" The foremost is the bold Alphonso's seed, 
■' Whom, led by that false black into the snare, 
" You late beheld in purple torrent bleed. 
" You see defeated by lis counsel ware, 
" How oft the Franks from Italy recede. 
" The next, of visage so benign and bright, 
" Is lord of Guaato and Alphonso hight ; 
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XL VIII. 

" This is that goodly knight, whose,praise you heard 
" When ragged Ischia's island I displayed, 
" Of whom aage Merlin, with prophetic word, 
" To Fharamond such mighty matters said ; 
" Whose birth should to that seaaon be deierred, 
" When more than ever such a champion's aid, 
" Against the barbarous enony's attack, 
" Vext Italy, and Church, and Empire lack. 

XLIX. 

" He in his conain of Fescara's rear, 

" — Prosper Colonna, chief of that emprize — 
" Makes the rude Switzer pay Bicocca dear^, 
" Paid by the Frenchman in yet dearer wise. 
" Behold where France prepares for fresh career, 
" And to repair her many losses tries. 
" Behold one host on Lombardy descend ! 
*' Behold that other against Naples wend I 



" But she, that moves us like the dust which fiies 
" Before the restless wind, which whirls it round, 
" Lifts it aloft awhile, and from the skies 
" Blows back anew the rising cloud to ground, 
" To a hundred thousand swells, in Frands' eyes, 
" The soldiers who Favia's walls surround. 
" The monarch sees but that which he commands, 
." Nor marks how wax or waste his leaguering bands. 
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LI. 

' 'Tis thus that, through the greedy servant's sin, 
" And easy sorere^'s gcMxlness, on his side, 
" The files beneath his banners muster thid, 
" When in his midnight cainp, ' to anns,' is cried, 
" For by the wary Spaniards charged within 
'* His ramparts is he; foes that wijth the guide 
" Of Avalo's fair lineage, would assay 
" To make to heaven or hell their desperate way. 

LII. 
' You see the best of the nobility 
*' Of all fair France extinguished on the lield ; 
" How many swords, how many lances, see 
" The Spaniards round the valiant monarch wield. 
" Behold ! his horse falls under him ; yet he 
" Will neither own himself subdued, or yield ; 
" Though to assault him from all sides is run 
" By wrathful bauds, and succoup there is none. 

LIII. 

' The monarch well defends him Avm the foe, 
" All over bathed with blood of hostile vein. 
" But valoor stoops at last to numbers ; lo ! 
" The king is taken, is conveyed to Spain ; 
" And all upon Pescara's lord bestow 
" And him of that inseparable twain — 
** Of Guasto bight — the praise and prime renown 
" For iJiat great king captivcd and host o'erthrown. 
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LIV. 
'' This host o'ertlirowa upon Pavia'a plains, 
" That, bound for Naples, halts upon its way : 
" As an ill-nourished lamp or taper wanes, 
" For want of wax or oil, with flickering ray. 
" Lo ! the king leaves his sons in Spanish chains, 
" And home retnms, his own domain to sway. 
" Lo ! while in Italy he leads his band, 
" Another wars upkin his native land^. 

LV. 
" In every part you see how Rome is woe ", 
" Mid ruthless rapine, murder, fire, and rape. 
" See all to wasting rack and ruin go, 
■■ And nothing human or divine escape. 
" The league's men hear the shrieks, behold the glow 
- " Of hostile fires, and lo! they backward shape 
" Their course, where they should harry on their way, 
" And leave the pmitiff to his foes a prey. 

LVl. 
" Lautrec the monarch sends with other bands ; 
" Yet not anew to war on Lombardy; 
" But to deliver frmn rapacious hands 
" The Church's head and limbs, already free, 
" So slowly he performs the king's commands. 
" Next, overrun by him the kingdom see, 
" And his strong arms against the city turned, 
" Wherein the Syren's body lies inumed ™. 
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Lvn. 

" Lol the imperial equadronB thither steer**, 
" Aid to the leaguered city to convey; 
" And lo ! burnt, sunk, destroyed, they diMppear, 
" Enconntered by the Dona in mid- way. 
" Behold I how Fortune light does shift and veer, 
" So friendly to the Frenchman till this day! 
" Who slays their host with fever, not with lance ; 
" Nor of a thousand rate retams to France." 

LVIII. 

l^ese histories and more the pictures shew, 
(For to tell all would ask too loi^ a strtun) 
In beauteous colours and of different hue ; 
Since such that hall, it these could well contain. 
The paintings twice imd thrice those guests review. 
Nor how to leave them knows the lingering train, 
'Twoald seem; perusing oft what they behold 
Inscribed below the beauteous wwk in gold. 

LIX. 
When with these picttu^s they their sight had fed. 
And talked long while— those ladies and the rest — 
They to their chambers by that lord were led. 
Wont much to worship eveiy worthy guest. 
Already all were sleeping, when her bed 
At last Duke Aymon's beauteous daughter prest. 
She here, she there, her restless body throws. 
Now right, now left, but vainly seeks repose : 
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LX. 

Yet alumbeirs towards dawn, and in a dream 
The form of her B<^ro seems to vieW. 
The vision cries : " Why vex yoarael^ and deem 
" Things real which are hollow and untrue f 
" Backwards shall sooner flow the mountain-stream 
" Than I to other turn my thought ftom you. 
" When you I love not, then unloved by me 
" This heart, these apples of mine eyes, will be. 

LXI. 

" Hither have I repaired (it seemed he said) 
" To be baptized and do aa I prdfessed. 
" If I have lingered, I have been dielaid, 
" By other wound than that of Love opprest," 
With that he vanished from the martial maid. 
And with the vision broken was her rest. 
New floods of tears the awakened damsel shed. 
And to herself in this sad fashion gdd: 

LXII. 
" What pleased was but a dream ; ^as ! a sheer 
" Reality is this my waking bane; 
" My joy a dream and prompt tff disappear, 
" No dream my cruel and tormenting pain. 
" Ah ! wherefore what I seemed to see and hear, 
" Cannot I, waking, see and hear again ? 
*' What ails ye, wretched eyes, that closed ye show 
" Unreal good, and open but on woe? 
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LXIII. 

" Sweet deep with promised peac^ my soul did bnoy, 
" But I to bitter warfare wake anew; 
" Sweet sleep bnt brought with it fallacious joy, 
" But — sure and bitter — waking ills ensue. 
" If fidsehood so delight and truth annoy, 
" Never more may I see or hear what 's true ! 
" If sleeping brings me weal, and watching woe, 
" The pains of waking may I never know ! 

LXIV. 
" Blest animals that sleep through half the year, 
" N<a ope yonr heavy eyelids, night nor day! 
" For if such tedious sleep like death appear, 
" Such watching is like life, I will not say, 
" Since — such my lot, beyond all wont, severe — 
" I death in watching, life in sleep assay. 
" But oh ! if death such sleep resemble. Death, 
" Even now I pray thee stop my fleeting breath !" 

LXV. • 

The cluads were gone, the horizon overspread 
With glowing crimson by the new-bom sun. 
And in these signs, unlike the past, was read 
A better promise of the day begun : 
When Bradamant upstarted from her bed. 
And armed her for the journey to be done. 
Her thanks first rendered to the courteous lord. 
For his kind cheer and ho^itable board. 
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LXVI. 

And found, the lady m«Meag«r, with maid 
And squire, had issued from the castled hold, 
And was »>field, where her arrival stayed 
Those three good warriors, those the damsel bold 
The eve before had ou the champaign laid. 
Cast 6wm their horses by her lance of gold ; 
And who had suffered, to their mighty pain, 
AU night, the freezing wind and pattering rain. 

LXVII. 

Add to such ill, that, hungering sore fi>r food. 

They and their horses, through the livelong night. 
Trampling the mire, with chattering teeth, had stood: 
But (what well-nigh eng^idered more despite 
— Say not well nigh — more moved the warrior's moodj 
Was that they knew the damsel would recite 
How they had been unhorsed by hostile lance 
In the first course which they had run in France ; 

LXVIII. 

And— each resolved to die or ebe his name 
Forthwith in new encounter to retrieve — 
That Ulany, the message-bearing dame, 
(Whose style no longer I unmentioned leave), 
A feirer notion of their knightly fame 
Thau heretofore, might haply now conceive. 
Bold Bradamant anew to fight defied. 
When of the drawbridge clear they her descried ; 

VOL. VI. 1 
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LXIX. 

Not thinking, howBoe'er, she was a maid. 
Who in no look in- act the maid confest ; 
Duke Aymon'a daughter, loth to be delaid. 
Refuses, as a traveller that is pressed. 

. But they so often and so sorely prayed. 
That she could ill refuse the kings' request. 
Her lance she levels, nt three strokes extends 
All three on earth, and thus the warfare euds : 

LXX. 

For Bradanuint no more her courser wheeled. 
But turned her hack upon the foes o'erthrown. 
They, that intent to gain the golden shield. 
Had sought a land so distant from their own, 
Rising in snllen silence from the field 
(For speech with all their hardihood was gone) ^ 
Appeared as stupefied by their surprise. 
Nor to Ulania dared to lift their eyes. 

LXXI. 
For they, as thither they their course addrest. 
Had vaunted to the nuid in boasting vein, 
' No paladin or knight with lance in rest, 
' Against the worst his saddle could mointaiA.' 
To make them vail yet more theii haughty crest. 
And look upon the world with less disdain. 
She tells them, by no paladin or peer 
Were they unhorsed, but by a woman's spear. 
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LXXII. 

" Now what of Roland's and Rinaldo's miglit, 
" Not witboDt reason held in snch renown, 
" Ought yon to think (she Baid) when thus in fight 
" Ye by a female hand are orerthrown ? 
" Say, if the buckler one of these requite, 
" — Better than by a woman ye have done, 
" Will ye by those redoubted warriors do f 
" So think not I, nor haply think so yon. 

LXXIII. 
" This may suffice yon all; and Heed is none 
" A clearer proof of prowess to display ; 
" And who desires, if ntshly any one 
" Desires, again bis valour to assay, 
" Would add but scathe to shame, now made bis own; 
" Now J and the same to-day as yesterday. 
" Unless perchance he thinks it praise and gain, 
" By euch illustrious warriors to be slain." 

LXXIV. 
When they by Ulany were certified 
A womEkn's hand had caused their overthrow. 
Who with a deeper black than pitch had dyed 
Tbeir honour, heretofore -so fair of show ; 
And more than ten her story testified. 
Where one sufficed — with such o'erwhelming woe 
Were they possest, they with such fury burned. 
They well nigh on themselves their weapons turned. 
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LXXV. 

What anng tbey had upon theni, they unbound. 
And cast them, stung by rag« and fury sore. 
Into the moat which girt that castle ronnd. 
Nor even kept. the faulchione which they wore; 
And, since a woman them had cast to ground, 
O'erwbelmed with rage and shame, the warriors swore. 
Themselves of^such a crying shame to clear, 
' They, without bearing arms, would pags a year; 

LXXVI. 
' And that they evermore afoot would bie 
' Up hill or down, by mountain or by plain, 
' Nor, when the year was ended, would they wear 
' The kn^htly mail or climb Uie steed again ; 
' Save that from other they by force should bear, 
' In battle, otiiei steeds and other chain. 
' So, widuHit arms, to punieli their misdeeds, 
' These wend a-foot, those others on their steeds.' 

LXXVII. 

Lodged in a township at the fidl of night, 

Duke Aymon's daughter, journeying Paris-ward, 
Hears how King Agramant was foiled in fight. 
Good harbourage withal of bed and board. 
She in her hostel found; but small delight 
This and all comforts else to her afford. 
For the sad damsel meat and sleep forgoes. 
Nor finds a resting place; far less repose. 
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LXXVIII. 

But BO I will not on her story dwell, 
Ab not to seek anew the valiant twain ; 
Whoj by consent, beside a lonely well, 
Had tied theii goodly coursers by the rein. 
I of their war to you somedeal will tell, 
A war not waged {<x empire or domain. 
But that the best should buckle to his side 
Good Durindana, and Bayudo ride. 

LXXIX. 

No signal they, no trumpet they attend. 
To blow them to the lists, no master who 
Should teach them when to foin and when to fiend. 
Or wake tfa^ sleeping wrath ; their swords they drew: 
Then, one against the other, boldly wend. 
With lifted blades, the quick and dextrous two. 
Already 'gan the champions' fury heat. 
And fast and hard their swords were heard to beat. 

LXXX. 

None e'er by proof two other foulchions chose 
For sound and solid, able to endure 
Three strokes alone of such conflicting foes. 
Passing all mean and measure ; but so pure. 
So perfect was their temper, ^m all blows 
By such repeated trial so secure. 
They in a thousand strokes mi^t clash on high, 
— Nay more, nor yet the solid metal fly. 
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LXXXI. 

With mickle industry, with mighty pain 
And art, Binaldo, diifting here and there. 
Avoids the deadly dint of Durindane, 
Well knowing how 'tia vi-ont to cleave and tear. 
Gradasso struck with greater might and main. 
But well nigh all bis strokes were spent in air; 
Or, if he sometimes smote, he smote on part. 
Where Dnrindana wrou^t less harm than smart. 

LXXXII. 

Rinaldo with more skill Us blade inclined, 
And stunned the arm of Sericana's lord. 
Him oft he reached where casque and coat confined. 
And often raked his haunches with the sword : 
But adamantine was bis corslet's rind. 
Nor link the restless fautcblon broke or bored. 
If so impassive was the paynim's scale. 
Know, charmed by magic was the stubborn mail. 

LXXXIII. 

Without reposing they long time bad been. 
Upon their deadly battle so intent. 
That, save on one another's troubled mien. 
Their angry eyes the warriors had not bent. 
When such despiteous war and deadly spleen. 
Diverted by another strife, were spent. 
Hearing a mighty noise, both champions turn. 
And good Bayardo, sore bested, discern. 
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LXXXIV. 

They good Bayardo by a inonst«i view, 
— A bird, and bigger than that courser — prest. 
Above three yards in length appealed to view 
The tnonster's beak; a bat in all the rest. 
Equipt with feathers, black as ink in hue. 
And piercing talons was the winged pest ; 
An eye of fire it had, a cruel look. 
And, like ship-sails, two spreading pinions shook. 

LXXXV. 

Perhaps it was a bird ; but when or where 
Another bird resembling this was seen 
I know not, I, nor have I any where. 
Except in Turpin, heard that such has been. 
Hence that it was a fiend, to upper air 
Evoked from depths of nether hell I ween ; 
Whicli Malagigi raised by magic slei^t. 
That so he might disturb the champions' fight. 

LXXXVI. 

So deemed Rinaldo too : and contest sore 
'Twixt him and Malagigi hence begun ; 
But he would not confess the charge ; nay swore. 
Even by the light which lights the glorious sun. 
That be mig^t clear him of the blame be bore. 
He bad not that which was imputed dime. 
Whether a fiend or fowl, the pest descends. 
And good Bayardo ivith his talons rends. 
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LXXXVII. 
Quickly the steed, possessed of mickle might. 
Breaks loose, and, in his fury and despair. 
Against the monster strires with kick snd bite; 
Bat swiftly he retires and soars in air : 
He thence retiiming, prompt to wheel and smite. 
Circles aud beats the courser, here and there. 
Wholly nnskilled in fence, and sore bested, 
Bayardo swiftly from the monster fled. 

LXXXVIII. 

Bayardo to the neighbouring forest flies. 

Seeking the closest shade and thickest spray; 
Above the feathered monster flaps, with eyes 
Intent to mark where widest is the way. 
But that good horse the greenwood threads, and lies 
At last within a grot, concealed from day. 
When the willed beast has lost Bayardo's traces. 
He soars aloft, and other quarry chases. 

LXXXIX. 
Rinaldo and Oradasso, who descried 

Bayardo's flight, the conqueror's destined meed, 

The battle to suspend, on either side, 

Till they regained the goodly horse, agreed. 

Saved from that fowl which chased him, iar and wide; 

Conditioning whichever fband the steed. 

With him anew should to that fountain wend. 

Beside whose brim their battle the? should end. 
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xc. 

Quitting the finmt, tbey fallow, where they view 
New prints apou the forest greenawctrd made : 
By mach Bayardo distances the two. 
Whose tardy feet their wishes ill obeyed. 
Himself the king tm his Aliana threw, 
Tliat near at hand was tethered in the glade, 
Learing his foe behind iu eril plight ; 
— Never more malcontent and vext in sprite. 

XCI, 
Rinaldo ceased in little time to spy 

Bayardo's traces, who strange course had run; 

And made for thorny thicketj wet or dry. 

Tree, rock, or river, with design to shun 

Those cruel claws, which, pouncing from the sky. 

To him snch outrage and such scathe had done. 

Rinaldo, after labour vain and sore 

To await him at the fount returned once more; 

XCII. 
In case, as erst concerted by the twain. 

The king should thither with the steed resort ; 
But having songht him there with little gain. 
Fared to bis camp afoot, with piteous port. 
Return we now to him of Sericane, 
He that had sped withal in other sort. 
Who, not by judgement, guided to his prey, 
But his rare fortune, heard Bayardo neigh ; 
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xcni. 

Aod fband him shrawded in his caremed lair. 
So sore moreover by bi» friglit opprest. 
He feared to isaue into open air. 
Thus of that horse himself the king possest. 
Well he remembered tlieir conditions were 
To bring him to the Amnt ; but little pressed 
Now was that knight to keep the promise mode. 
And tlms within himself in secret said : 

XCIV. 
" Win hjm who willj in war and strife, I more 
" Desire in peace to make the steed my own : 
" From the world's ^rther side, did I of yore 
" Wend hitherward, and fer this end alone. 
" Having the coursR*, he mistakes me sore^ 
" That thinks the prize by me will be fbregcme- 
" Him would Rinaldo conquer, let him fere 
" To Ind, as I to France have made repair. 

xcv. 

" For him no less secure is Sericane, 

" Than twice fer me has been his I^ance," he said. 
And pricked for Aries, along the toad most plain. 
And in its haven found the fleet arrayed. 
Freighted with him, the steed and Durindane, 
A well-ri^ed galley from that harbour weighed. 
Of these hereafter ! — I, at otlier call. 
Now quit Rinaldo, king, and France, and all. 
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XCVI. 

ABtolpho ia his flight will I pursue. 

That made his hippogryph like puifirey flee. 
With reins and sell, so quick the welkin thrcHigh; 
That hawk and eagle soar a cmirse less free. 
O'er the wide land of Gaul the warrior flew 
From Pyrenees to Rbine, ^^im sea to sea. 
He westward to the mountains turned aside. 
Which France's fertile land ^m Spain divide. 

XCVII. 
To Arrsgon he past out of Nararre, 

— They who beheld, sore wondering at the sight — 

Then, leaves he Tarragon behind him far. 

Upon his left, Biscay upon his right : 

Traversed Castile, Gallicia, Lisbon, are 

Seville and Cordova, with rapid flight ; 

Nor city on sea-shore, nor inland plain. 

Is unexplored throughout the realm of Spain. 

XCVIIL 
Beneath him Cadiz and the strait he spied. 
Where whilom good Alcides closed the way; 
From the Atlantic to the further side 
Of Egypt, bent o'er Africa, to stray; 
The famous Balearic isles descried. 
And Ivica, that in his passage lay; 
Toward Arzilla then he turned the rein. 
Above the sea that severs it from Spain. 
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XCIX. 
Morocco, Fea, and Oran, looking donn, 
Hippona, Aigier, he, and Bngia tt^d. 
Which from all cities bear awaf the crown, 
No palm or poreley wreath, but crown of gold ; 
Noble Biserta next and Tunis-town, 
Capfs, Alzerba's isle, the warrior bold, 
Tripoli, Berniche, Pidomitta viewed. 
And into Ada's land the Nile pursued. 



'Twixt Atlas' shaggy ridges and the shore. 
He viewed each r^on in his spacious round ; 
He tamed his back upon Carena hoar. 
And Bkimmed above the Cyreiuean ground ; 
Passing the sandy desert of the Moor, 
In Albajada, reached the Nubian's bound ; 
Left Battns' tomb behind him on the plain". 
And Ammon's, now dilapidated, &ne. 

CI. 
To other Tremizen he posts, wh«« bred 
As well the people ore in Mahound's style ; 
For other £thiops then his pinions spread, 
Which face the first, and lie beyond the Nile. 
Between Coallee and Dohada sped. 
Bound for the Nubian city's royal pile ; 
Threading the two, where, ranged on either land, 
Moslems and Christians watch, with arms in band. 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



CASTO XXXIII. THE OSLA^'DO FUKIOSO. 12, 

CII. 

In Ethiopia's realm Senapus re^ns. 

Whose sceptre ia the cross ; of cities brave, 
Of men, of gold possest, and broad domains, 
Which the Red Sea's extremest waters lave. 
A faith well nigh like ours that king maintains. 
Which man from his primieval domn may save. 
Here, save I err in what their rites require. 
The swarthy people are baptized with fire '*, 

cm. 

ABtolpho lighted in the spacious court. 
Intending on the Nubian king t« wait. 
Less strong than sumptuous is the wealthy fort, 
Wherein the royal ^thiop keeps his state. 
The chains that serve the drawbridge to support. 
The bolts, the bars, the hinges of the gate. 
And finally whatever we behold 
Here wrought in iron, there is wrought in gold. 

CIV. 
High prized withal, albeit it so abound. 
Is that best metal **; lodges built in air 
Which on all sides the wealthy pile surround. 
Clear colonnades with crystal shafts upbear. 
Of green, white, crimson, blue and yellow ground, 
A frieze extends below those galleries &ir. 
H«re at due intervals ridi gems combine. 
And topaz, sapphire, emerald, ruby shine. 
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CV. 

In wall and roof and pavement Hcattered &re 
Full many a pearl, full many a costly stone. 
Here thrivee the balm ; the plants were ever rare. 
Compared with these, which were in Jewry grown. 
The musk which we possess from thence we bear. 
From thenoe on other shores is amber thrown. 
In fine those products &om this clime are brought. 
Which in our r^ons are so prized and sought. 

CVI. 
The soldan, king of the Egyptian land, . 
Pays tribute to this sovereign, as his head. 
They say, since having Nile at bis command 
He may divert the stream to other bed. 
Hence, with its district upon either hand. 
Forthwith might Cairo lack its daily bread. 
Senapus him his Nubian tribes proclaim ; 
We Priest and Prester John the sovereign name"- 

CVII. 
Of all those j£thiop monarchs, beyond measure. 
The first was this, for riches and for might ; 
But he with all his puissance, all his treasure, 
Alas I had miserably lost his sight. 
And yet was this the monarch's least displeasure ; 
Vexed by a direr and a worse despite ; 
Harassed, though richest of those Nubian kings, 
By a perpetual hunger's cruel stings. 
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' CVIII. 
Whene'er to eat or drink tte wretched man 
Prepared, by that resiatlees need pursued. 
Forthwith — infernal and avenging clan — 
Appeared the monstrous Harpies' craving brood ; 
Which, armed with bealc and talons, overran 
Vessel and board, and preyed upon the food ; 
And what their wombs suffice not to receive. 
Foul and defiled the loathsome monsters leave. 

CIX. 

And this ; because upborn by such a tide 
Of fnll blown honours, in his unripe age, 
For he excelled in heart and nerve, beside 

The riches of his royal heritage. 
Like Lucifer, the monarch waxed in pride. 
And war upon his maker thought to wage. 
He with his host against the mountain went. 
Where Egypt's mighty river finds a vent. 

ex. 

Upon this hill which weU-uigh kissed the skies'S 
Pierctng the clouds, the king had heard recite. 
Was seated the terrestrial paradise. 
Where our first parents flourished in delight. 
With camels, elephants, and footmen hies 
Thither that king, confiding in his might; 
With huge desire if peopled be the land 
To bring its nations under his command. 
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CXI. 

God marred the tash emprise, and from on high 
Sent down an angt^l, whose destroying aword 
A hundred thousand of that chivahy 
Slew, and to endless night condemned their lord. 
Emeiging, next, frtaa hellish caverns, fly 
These horrid harpies and assault his board ; 
Which still pollute or waste the royal meat, 
Nor leave the monarch anght to drink or eat. 

CXII. 

And him had plnnged in uttermost despair 
One that to him erewhile had prophesied 
' The loathsome Harpies should his daily &re 
' Leave unpolluted <Hily, when astride 
' Of winged horse, arriving through the air, 
< An armed cavalier should be descried.' 
And, for impossible appears the thing. 
Devoid of hope remains the mournful king. 

CXIII. 
Now that with wonderment his followers spy 
The English cavslier so make his way. 
O'er every wall, o'er every tiun^t high, 
Some swiftly to the king the news convey. 
Who calls to mind that ancient prc^hecy. 
And heedless of the staff, his wonted stay. 
Through joy, with outstretched arms and tottering feet. 
Comes forth, the flying cavalier to meet. 
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CXIV. 

Within the castle court Astolpho flew. 

And there, with qiacious wheels, on earth descended: 

The king, conducted by his courtly crew. 

Before the warrior knelt, with ftrms extended. 

And cried ; " Thou ang«l sent of God, thou new 

" Messiah, if too sore I have offended, 

" For mercy, yet, bethink thee, 'tis oui bent 

" To sin, and thine to pardon who repent, 

cxv. 

" Knowing my sin, I ask not, I, to be 

" — Such grace I dare not ask — restored to light ; 

" For well I ween such power resides in thee, 

" As Being accepted in thy Maker's sight. 

" Let it suffice, that I no longer see, 

" Nor let me with perpetual hunger fight. 

" At least, expel the harpies' loathsome horde, 

" Nor let them more pollute my ravaged board; 

CXVI. 

" And I to build thee, in my royal hold*", 
" A h(dy temple, made of marble, swear, 
" With all its portals and its roof ui gold, 
" And decked, within and out, with jewels rare. 
" Here shall thy mighty miracle be told 
" In sculpture, and thy name the dome shall bear." 
So spake the sightless king of Nubia's reign. 
And sought to kiss the stranger's feet ia vain. 
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cxvn. 

" Nor angel" — good ABtol|^ n»de reply— 
" Nmr new Messiah, I from Learea descend ; 
" No less a mortal and a sinner I, 
" To sucli high grace unworthy to jH«tend. 
" To slajr the monsters I all muuis will tryi 
" Or drive them from the realm which they olfend. 
" If I shall jHtaper,- be thy prajges paid 
" To God aVme, who sent me to thine aid. 

CXVIII. 

" Offer these tows to Ood, to him wdl due; 
" To him thy churches build, thioB akaes rear." 
Discoursing so, together wend the two, 
'Mid bsrtms bcdd, that king and caralier. 
The Nubian prince commands the mcnnl crew 
Forthwith to bring the hosjutable cheer; 
And hopes that now the ibul, rapacions band. 
Will not due snatdi the Tictual ham his hand. 

CXDt. 

Forthwith a solemD banquet they prepare 
Within the gorgeous palace of the king. 
Seated alone here guest and aomeigit are. 
And the attendant tnnp the viands bring. 
Behold I a whizzing sound is heard in air, 
Which echoes with the beat of savage wing. 
Behold 1 the band of haipies thither flies. 
Lured by the scent of victual from the skies. 
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cxx. 

All bear a female face of pallid dye*'*. 

And seven in number are the borrid band; 

Emaciated witb hunger, lean, and dry; 

Fouler than death ; the pinions they expand 

Ragged, and huge, and shapeleBB to the eye ; 

The talon cioc^'d; rapacious ib the hand; 

Fetid and la^ the paunch; in many a fohl. 

Like snske's, thor long and knotted tails are rolled. 

CXXI. 

The fowls are heard in ur; then swoops amain 
The corey well nigh in that instant, rends 
The food, o'ertums the vessels, and a rain 
Of noisome ordure on the board descends. 
To stop their nostrils king and dake are fain ; 
Such an iusuflerable stench offends. 
Against the greedy birds, as wrath excites, 
AstolpliD with hie brandished fauldiian smites. 

cxxir. 

At croup or collar now be aims his blow, 
Now strikes at neck or pinion ; but on all, 
As if he smote upon a bag of tow. 
The strokes without efleot and languid iall. 
This while nor dish nor goblet they Am*^; 
Nor vtnd those ravening fowls the regal hall. 
Till they have feasted full, and left the food 
Waste or polluted by their rapine rude. 

k2 
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CXXIII. 

That king had firmly hoped the cavalier 
Would from hie royal seat the harpies scare. 
He now, that hope foregone, with nought to cheer, 
LamentSj and sighs, and groans in his despair. 
Of his good horn rememhers him the peer. 
Whose clangours helpful aye in peril are. 
And deems hie bugle were the fittest mean 
To free the monarch from those birds unclean ; 

CXXIV. 
And lirst to fill tbeii ears, to king and traiiij 
With melted wax, Aet<dpfao gives command ; 
That every one who heare the deafening strain 
May not in panic terror fly the land. 
He takes the reins, his courser backs again. 
Grasps the enchanted bugle in his hand; 
And to the sewer next signs to have the board 
Anew with hospitable victual stored. 

cxxv. 

The meats he to an open gallery bears. 

And other banquet spreads on other ground. 
Behold, as wont, the harpy-squad appears ; 
Astolpbo quickly lifts the bugle's round ; 
And (for unguarded are their harassed ears) 
The harpies are not proof against the sound; 
In terror from the royal dome they speed. 
Not meat nor angbt beside the monsters heed. 
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CXXVI. 

After them spvrs in haste the valiant peer : 
And on the winged courser forth is flown. 
Leaving beneath him, in his swift career. 
The royal castle and the crowded town ; 
The bugle ever pealing, far and near. 
The haipies fly towards the torrid zone ; 
Nor light until they reach that loftiest mountain 
Where springs, if anywhere, Nile's secret fountain. 

CXXVII. 

Almost at that aerial mountain's feet. 
Deep under earth, extends a gloomy cell. 
The surest pass for him, as they repeat, 
That would at any time descend to hell. 
Hither the predatory troop retreat. 
As a safe refuge from the deafening yell. 
As &r, and farther than Cocytus' shore 
Descending, till that horn is heard no more. 

CXXVIII. 
At that dark, hellish inlet, which a way 
Opens to him who would abandon light. 
The terrifying bugle ceased to bray; 
— The courser furled his wings and stopt his flight. 
But, ere Astolpho further I convey, 
— Not to depart from my accustomed rite — 
Since on all sides the paper overflows, 
I shall conclude my canto and repose. 
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NOTES TO CANTO XXXIII. 



[n the nish to abridge, as aiiioh u poistble, what is alrndf 
too voluminoua, I nnet refer auch readen as are nnioformed 
respecling the Gree^ and ItaUan natters meoliiuied in tbese 
(taazas, t« the Ousical DktioBary, or LWe» of the Painteia bf 
Lauzl or Vuuri. 



of Noraia ia tlie Stbyl'i gt«t or cavem. 



Bov SigiAert Mt anat ttiti lOuOfaard bear 
For aftfli imperial Maarke ihall iettotr. 

Siania xiii. lines 3 and 4. 

Manrice, emperor of Conatanthiople, who bj large offers 
incited Sigisbert to this expedition,— Hoolb. 
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NOTES TO CANTO SSXIII. 



One of Ihe pawea of the Alp», says an iLalisn coniinentator, 
but layt Doi whicb. 



Eutar, king of the LouibBrds, cut off Slgiibert's 



" CIotIs, kiug of France, marched wltb a great arm; tnlo 
Italy against the Lombards, and thonghi, by taking adrantage of 
the cini diKordfl that sprung up amongst them, to oliflun an 
easy conquest. Tlie dake of Bnierento, having !ev furces to 
oppose him, feigned at first an intentioD of attacking hint, and 
then retreating, left his camp full of prorisioas and wine. The 
Franks entered the camp, the soldiers gare themselies up lo 
excess till ihey were iDIoxlcaled, and the dake coming apoo 
them in the night, when they were asleep, hilled every man." 
— H. 



" Childibert, uncle of Clovis, desirous of revenging the death 

of his nephew, sent three generals, with three great armies. 
Into Lomhsrdy, against the dnke of Benevento. One general 
dying, his army joined the other two ; bat a dreadful distemper 
breaking out amoagst them, and tbey being disappoiiited of the 
succours which they expecled from Ibe emperor, the remtunder 
returned home." — H. 
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But Stephen one, that othtr Mriaae, 
And sJXet injured Leo, would defhtd, 

SUnzB xvi. lines S and 6. 

" Stefano, tbe gecond, being r^sed to the papal ch^r, As- 
tolpho, king of Lombardy, disturbed the (rauquilllty of the 
church : the pop«, eDdGavonring to cooclliate htm with gifts, 
had recourae to Pepin, king of France, for assistance, who 
passed into lialir, and foibpetled Alphonso to aue for p«ace. 
Pepin baring left Italy, Alpbonso recommenced hostilities 
ag^Dst the pope, and waa once more compelled by Pepin to 
make peace. To Pope Adrian encceeded Leo 111,, who, bdng 
ili treated b]* tbe Romana, aud threatened nilh imptisonment, 
fled to Charlemagne, who aenl him with great hoDonrs to Rome, 
and afterwardfl coming tbere himself, was anoiuled by the 
pontiff emperor of the Romans.'' — H. 



A ycuthjiit Pepin tjfthe rogaltini 

lie after ihoai { tnko Ktmcd to ipread hU hint, 
Ewn/rom TBe kilns (d tlie hie of Palettiur. 
Stanza xvii. lines 1, ' 



Lor mostra appresso nn gionue Pipino 
Che con saa genie par che tutlo copt« 
Da le Fomaci al lito Paleatiiio. 
PaieaCina (in Veaeliati Pele-itritta) is an island about sis milei 
beyond Murrano, another islet situated about a mile from Venice, 
v\tm Le Fomaci [the kilus, or as we shuuldaay, glaas-houses) 
are aitnaled. PHlesilua was, I anppose, the Italian name of 
Peleslrlna in Arioato'a time; as lilo Palritino ia the reading 
of all the editions which I hare aeen. 

That Hoole or any tranalalor should blauder id Italian lucali- 
tiea might in many cases afford small grouDd for ccnsare ; but 
his trauslatiou of this passage can hardly be eirused on the plea 
of local iguorancc. 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



)38 HOTBS TO CAHTO XXXtll- 

' A yonlhfnl Pepin there hia lepona [lours 
TluE from Fmitaei reaeh to Juda'i ihoret*,' 
I irill remark nith respect to another lioe Id thU stanza, that 
when Ariosto safi, 

Ani on BiaUo'i Aort hit lattkpot$, 
be does not mean the bridge, mistakenly bo called by almost 
all modern Eoglith writere on Italy except Mr. Rogers, but the 
bload which wai the first seat of Venetian empire, afterwards 
traosferred to St. Mark's. To coafonnd Rialto with the bridge 
<tfRiallo is (as it has been well remarked) the same thing as 
to coDfoand Westminster with Westminster-bridge. 

id. 
SKrgtiiMn Lettii ye behM deteeii4. 

Stasia xriii. line I. 
" Lewis of Bargundy, making an eipedltion into llaly, ww 
conqoered by the Emperor Berengarins 1. and made prisoner, 
bat Bet at libeity on bis taking an oatb never more lo invade 
Italy. The Burgundlan, afterwards forgetting his oath, re- 
newed hostilities, and beiog again taken prleoner by Berenga- 
rins II. wns, as a punishment for hie breach of Ibith, deprived 
of hie sight; and in Ibis condition he returned home." — H. 

11. 
you tee Aim named fioia Arlei, Biciorioui Htig^ 

Stanza six. line I. 
" Hugh, count of ArieB, called In by the Italians to their 
assiatancc agunst the llerengarli : he succeeded greatly at first, 
but, being afterwards overpowered, was constmined to exit for 
peace, and retired to Aries, leaving his son Lothario behind 
him, who soon after died." — H. 

12. 
You tee, her goadln partor ta mifajn, ^. 

" Pope Clement IV. invited Charles of Anjon, brother of St. 

Lewis, \)ng of France, agabtt Manfred, an enemy to the ^arch , 

■ Hoole, book 33, Una 111— !. 
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irfao bad nsnrped the kingdom of Naplei and SkilT- dArles 
KiriTiDg oTerthrew Hanfred at Benevento, slew him, and took 
posieMtoo of Sidly. Cottradloe, to wbou the kinidou be- 
longed [a right of iDcceaaioD, bninght a force frum QermaaT 
and engaged Charlei, but vim defeated, made pristHier, and 
bebeaded. Charles rrigoed In Sidlf, and itae French b^^ t« 
ezercite great tTnumy over the Sicilians, and, among olher 
enormitiea, committed fkilence cm their wmaen. Heoee a 
plot waa concerted all over the toland, that oi aoiui aa the 
veaper bell rang, the Inhabitants, read; armed, «honld laUjr 
forth from Ibelr housrs, and fall npon tbeir oppreuoni. Tbla 
' was pat into execution, and eiglil tboueaud French were slain 
to revenge the dishonour oSered to Ibe Sinliaos in the penoni 
of thdr wives." — H, 

I irill obserre, wiih reference to this fact, that ctcert, the 
ihlbboletb nsed on this occasion, is sliil the Sicilian's word of 
threat, tIion)|h all memory of the transaction is lost among the 
people. It la bis eqalntlent for the Italian's " Tu me la 
pvfhtrat," or, " Thou sbalt pay for It." 

13. 
How, fftrrm^ ttit Alju, a eaptaia oul of Goal, 

To tear iipiHi tAe great ViicoNtU, iteert. 

Stanza zxi. iinea 3 and 4. 
' ' llie count of Armagnac came with twent j thousand French 
Midlers tu dd of the Florentines and Bolognese, against Oale- 
a»o duke of Milan, who, having left a numerons garrison hi 
Alexandria, with the rest of his forces attacked the eaemy, at 
Ihe same time that thej were attacked by tho'e from the city, 
and cut nil the Franks to piecesj the connt dying soon after of 
his wounds in prison." — H. 

14. 
Saceetiively Oiat aulellain diiplayed 
One Mght qfltarca, ^c. 

Stanza xiiii. Iiue* 1 and 2. 
" Jdbu queen of N^les took for her hasband James connt 
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of Marca, who was descended from the klii^s of France, on 
Modilion that he should be coutenled with the lillc of prince 

of Taranti), dabe of Calabria, and vicar of the kingdom, and 
that the admiuiatiatlon of public affurs shoold remain with her. 
But be, attempting to aeixe the whole (government, calling hini- 
Mlf king, she, with the asBiBtance of Francis Sfona, deprived 
him of sll. Ludoiico, Riuieri, and John of Anjou, asserting 
their pretensioos to the crown, were severally defeated by 
Alphoaao and Ferraudo : these the poet calls the Anj^ni or 
Anjouitee." — H. 



you te the el^th CAarbt, amid hit martial train, 

TktfiOTver of France, Ihrougft jllpitie pati hat preiitd. 
StiDza ixir. liiiea 1 and 2. 

" Charles VIII. king of France, assisted by Ludovtco Sforza, 
duke of Milau, a mortal enemy to Alphonao of Arragon, king 
of Naples, came, with all the French nobility and a rast army, 
into Italy. Alphonao, giving way tn tlie belter forlane of 
Charles, left the kinglora to his son Ferraudo, and retired with 
his treaaures (o Sicily. Ferraudo, unable to make head against 
the Franks, was soon divested of all his fortresses and places 
eicept the Isle of Ischia, gallantly defended by Inlgo del Guaslo. 
At length all the princes of Italy, alarmed at the rapid victories 
or Chai'tes, entered into a league against him : and the Neapoli- 
tans, detesting the haughtygoverumeut of the Frauds, recalled 
Ferrando, whn, assiated by the Veuetlans, recovered the 
kingdom."— H. 



D,g,t,.?<l I,, Google 



NOTES TO CANTO XXXtll- 



" N~ci'eu3wasaGredaDCOinaiaiider,celebratedfoi' tile beauty 
nf lib person by Homer. Ladiu was the namp of a meesenger 
of Alexander the Great, remarkable for his aiviflDess, luen- 
tiuned by CatuUua, Martial, and Solinua." — H. 



So layingj to hit guetts the cavalier 
A^IUHUD, <if PtKara higitt, dUplayei. 

Stanza xiixiii. lines 1 :ind 2. 

" Afier the departure of Charlea Vltl. King Ferrando was 
received into Naples, and only one caalte held out for the 
Franks, when a Moorish slave devised a Bcheme to introduce 
the ArrsKoneie into the church of the Santa Grace. Thij 
treacherous Moor, calling the marquis one night to a parley od 
the walls, shot him with an airon in (he throat." — H. 



Under Italiaa eicart next they lee 

Whtrt the twelfth Levii o'er the hUh it gone, ^. 

Stanza ixxiv. lines 1 and 2. 

" Uwis the Xllth, king of France, sncceesor to Charles VIII. 
uid a constant enemy to Ludorico Sforza, had resolved to lake 
from him the goveramenl ; for which iutent he made a league 
with Pope Alexander VI., with the Venetians, and with Fer- 
i-ando king of Spain. He thus drove Lndosico from his go- 
vernment, wliD Bed to the emperor of Germany. 

" Under ihe symbol of a mulberry- tree the poet fignres the 
above mentioned Ludovieo Sforza, who was called il Moro (a 
mulberry-tree) from the darkness of his complexion." — H, 
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MOTES TO CAMTO XXXIII. 



A pritoaer hg t?ufiMleit Swilzer made, 

H« Ami the lord bAo hired him vrith hit gold, 

Suuza szxTi. lines 5 and 6. 

" The Swiss, bdng cormpted bjr the tribes of the French, 
betrayed Ludorlco to them ; who wm carried into France, 
where he died, after fire jeara' impriioniiienl."— H. 



That warder then thowi Cmar Borgia, grom 
Puiaant ht Italy, £[C. 

Scooza xsxvii. lines I and 2. 

" QesM Borgia, son of Pope Alexandet VI., who, by the 
fkTDUT of Lewis XU. king oF Prance, took to wifie Charlotte 
d'Alabrette of the blood ro;ai, be baring renounced tbecar- 



Then thtmi the kitig, that *U) the tmr take dont. 
And papal aeoint in Bologna place. 

Stanza zxzvli. lines 5 and 6. 

The saw was the arms of the Bentivoeli, and the acorns 
those of Pope Jnlinsll. 



" The Genoese baring created Panlo de Nore doge, a 
man raken from the dregs of the people, and asserted at tl>e 
name time that Oenoa wai not snl^ect to any prince, Lewis 
marched ag^nst them with a powerftd annji And tha dl^ 
surrendered to him at dlKretion."— H. 
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MOTKS TO <rAlITO XXXIII. 



You He, (pHTtuei Ihat vankT,) ham nUtit dead 
Cmered it CMdradada'i great lAampalgiu 

Stanza xxxviiL lioei 1 and 3. 

" The Venetians sent a nameroaa army, who engaged the 
arm; of the French at Ghiaradada, thougli contrary lo the 
«plDioa of the VcuetUn general. After an obstinate battle, the 
Venetianii were defeated with great loss ; the gates of Derj^iuo, 
Brescia, and Cremotia were thrown open to LewUj many other 
placea surrendered to him, and be prepared to attaclc Venice 
iitelf."— H. 



*' AlpTionso dake of Fcri^j*." — H. 

26, 

B^told the Frank relumt, and here iehoU 
It frmfcm, £y tlie failAleii Sarin betrayed, ^c. 

Stanza zlii. liuea I and 2. 

" King Lewis, exasperated at being drireu ont of Italy, 
laade a peace and league with the Venetians, and sent a fteah 
annj agaJast Hazimilian Sforza. Mazimlllan, assisted with 
ttie pope's money, called in the Swiss to his aid, not witiioot 
litk (as the poei olMertes} considering the fate of his &tber; 
bowerer, joined with these, tic attacked and enUiely dtfeatcd 
the French army; for which victory tlie pope bestowed on the 
Siriss the title of Defenders of the Holy Church."— H. 

27. 
Lei Banrbou, ^c. 

Stanza itliT. line 3. 

" Ferrando, kingof Sp(^n, being dead, the Emperor Hazimi- 
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144 K0TE8 TO CANTO XXXIII. 

Ilao Invaded Lombard)' nitli fourtecu thoiuadd Swisn aod seren 
thouaand Bel^api, ivitb an lolrntion of laying siege to Milan, 
drfendrd b; Trivalzio and Charles of Bourbon." — H. 



" The Emperor Charles V, made a league with Pope Leo, in 
order to drive the French out of Milan i and restore Francesco 
Sforia, nephew of the firat Francis, and aoii of Ludovico 11 
Moro. The French were dow become odious to the Milanese. 
Sfbrza engaging Lanlrec, pat him to flight, and, entering the 
ciljr b; night, was made dake/'—H. 



Tlie battle of Bicocca w 
sequences to the Swiss, an 
&lal to the French. 

" King Francis, resolving to recover the dnchr of Milan, 
passed Into Lombardjr with a great army, when all submitted 
to him except Pavia. Being attacked in the night by the 
Marquiases of Peicara and Ouaslo, he was vanqniahed and 
made prisoner, though afterwards set at Ubeitj npOQ giving np 
his tons for bostage*.'' — H. 



Henry VIU. of England. 
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NOTES TO CANTO XXXIII. 



The auaallofRomeby the constable Bourbon. "ThekiBg- 
dom" (it r*amej in thii couto, and others ireuting o[ Italian 



" He alludes here to the great naval eDgagement at Cape 
d'Ono, between Ibe impfrialbu aud (he French, while Naples 
was besieged, when ihe French fleet was commanded bf 
Philip Dotea, who held the place of Andrew Dorea, of whom 
SD mnch Is s^d In tlie 15lh Book."— H. 

We b!iTe now gone the round or this mist wearisome picturei' 
gallery, and are aboat to e»cape Into the open air. Arlosio ha» 
moBt giioTously abused the pi-ivilege of poetical prophecjr: in 
his other Iea4t iiuxessful flights there is some great redeeming 
grace: in these the beauties are so thinly scattered, that they 
hardly serve (o lead us on to the conclusion. 

34. 

Aim on tht plain. 

c. Hue 7. 

" The city of Cyi^ne was built by Battns. Camllus eayn, 
' Et Batii vclcrii sacrum sepulchmm.' " 
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NOTES TO CANTO XXXItl. 



Tie twarthji paipli <n 



Hoole tuj* (bat the andent Nabiui, intrrpreting the Oo«pel 
Uterallr, wer« brfliid«d with tha crou. 



Hi^pri*td vithal^ albeit it n attmiid. 
It thai Itit metal, ^c. 

Stanza dr. linet 1 and 2. 

All romaucera liare, ncceiaartly for the effect of (heir fable, 
kept, up IhG ralae of the predoDi metals in their deacilpttons 
of gorgeoui cities and palaces, bowever marreUoasly tber may 
bare )(Kreaied their qoantit; ; but it is a alngalar taet, that 
Arioito, la bli age, ahonld have been aware of the contra- 
diction. It may be noticed aa no rommon example of hia 
threwdneas. 

1 have in this ataaza T^tured to iairodace the word ladgu 
Into poetkal, at alreadf received Into architectural, language, 
ai ' la the lodget of Riqihael.' If it be objected that MgM In 
EngUah hate already a dlffereut acceptation ; I say thla objrc- 
lion mAy be made to half (he Importaiions of foreign nonia 
with which onr language haa been enriched. A &ir reatricdoQ 
of the licence, however, might be contended for, where we are 
In poasesaioQ of an equiTalent for that which la sought to be 
Introduced ; and Ihiu MUton may be i^ to have ilnned in the 
uae o{ fnmtitpiKt in his description of the Pandigmonium, if 
the word pedimmt wsa then in exiatence. 

37. 
fVe Prieit and Pretter Jnhit Ute unereigH name 

Stanza cii. lined. i 

In (lie original, 

Gli dlciam Prrato c PretejannI noi. 
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NOTES TO CANTO XXXIII. I '17 

It U hardly necEMatj to obierve that IhisU the kiog of Abjs- 
dniOfWhowaa fonnerly u> called, It is siippo>ed,a«uti1tIugthe 
royal aod priesily character. Our ' PritiV \a no donbt a cor- 
ruption of ' prento,' as PreUer John is of ' Pretc jaDni.* 

38. 
Upon AU hm, nhich tvcll-ntgh kitted &e lirfei, ^c. 

6taozac2. line 1. 
Not only Dante (I bellcTe oa authority to be found in the 
fathers) has asgigoed a srat to paradise, bat It is Md down Id 
the aappa nondo of Fra Mauro, that wonderful moDument of 
genius and industry,lii which so many geographical discoveries 
are anticipated. 

" And T to build thee, to my royal hold, 

" A holy temple, made iffmarl^, raear, ^c. 
*' t/or angel, Jc. 
" Qffir thete voxu to Cod, ^o. 
" To Aim thy chttrcha Wiid, Ante eltort rear," ^c 

Stanzas czri. csvii. cxvili. 
Imitated from the dialogue between ^Gneas and the Sibyl 
inOrid. 

" TempU llbi staittam, tribnam libi ihnris honoret." 
— " Nee dea sam cene; nee sacrl tharis honore 
" Hamaonm dlgnare capnt," &c. 

40. 

AU hear a female face of pallid dye, ^c. 

Stanza czz. line 1. 
In this description, tbe only addition to VirgU's, as well as 
Grid's, picture is the tail, which Arioito has not very happily 
hang apon his harpies. The strange representations which we 
have seen of eiolic bats, with monkey-faces, may jaslilj tbe 
rest; bat there is, Ibeiiere, no precedent In the book of nature 
for the tail. Moreover a inake-t^l seems a most nnfit and 
uamanageable appendage for a bird. 
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THE ORLANDO FURIOiSO. 



CANTO XXXIV. 
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ARGUMENT. 

In Oe i>i^nuljrf< Aito^ho heart 

(^LyiUi 'met, Ay tmtkt v*B-illgA tpfrtl. 

Re mountt oneiB, and him hit amrieT hean 

To the terTCMlrial paradiMe addreiL 

By i7a^ adviti in all, to heaven he iteerif 

Of tome of hit but leiue here repotuit, 

Orhndo'tvaMd wit at «fife taket. 

See* (A* Falit iphi their threadt, and earthuard maket. 
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THE OBLANDO FURIOSO. 



O FixBOB aad hungry haipieef that on blind 
And errisg Italy w fiill bare &d ' ! 
Whton, for tbe scou^ of aodeiit aim dnigDed, 
Haply just Hotren to eveiy Iraard hu sped, 
laaocent childiea, jsotu mothera, pined 
With hunger, die, and see their daily bread, 
— The (H^bui's and the widow's scanty food- 
Feed for' a nnf^e feast diat filtbj faraod. 

n. 

Too foul a &ult was his, who did undose 

That care l(Hig shut, and made the passage free, 
From whence that gmediness, that filth aroM, 
Our Italy's infection doomed to be. 
- Then was good life extinguiabed, and repose 
So banished, that with strife oud poreity, 
With fear and trouble, is she still perplext, 
And aball Eor many a future year be rext : 
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III. 

Till she her sons haa Bhakeo by the liair. 
And from Lethean sloth to life reatored ; 
Exclaiming, " Will none imitate that pair, 
" Zethes and ColaJH S with avenging sword 
" Bescue from claws and stench our goodly &re, 
" And cleanse and glad anew the genial bo^rd, 
" As they king Phineus from those fowls released, 
" Ajid England's peer restored the Nubian's feast f" 

IV. 

Hunting those hideous birds, that cavalier 
Aye scared them with the bugle'R horrid sound ; 
Till at the mouutoin-cave his long career 
He closed, and ran the monstrous troop to ground : 
Attentive to the vent he held his ear. 
And in that troubled cavern heard rebcund. 
Weeping and wailing, and eternal yell; 
Proof certain that its entrance led to bell. 



Astolpho doubts if he within shall wend. 

And see those wretched ones expelled from day; 
Into the central ]Ht «f earth descend, 
And the infernal gulfi around survey. 
" Why should I fear, that on my horn dejtend 
" For certain succour?" (did the warriOT say) 
■'" Satan and Pluto so will I confound, 
" And drive before me their three-headed hound." 



■,..<,., Google 



CANTO XXXIV. THE OaLANDO FUKIOSO- 
VI. 

He speedily bis winged Wse forsook ; 
(Him to a sapling near at band be ties) 
The cavern entered next ; but £rst he took 
His horn, whereon the knight in all relies.. 
Not tiiT has be advanced befiire a smoke. 
Obscure and foul, offends bis nose and eyes. 
Ranker tban ^tch and sulphur is the stench. 
Yet not tbereat does good Astidpho blench. 

VII. 
But as be more descends into that lalr. 

So much h^ finds the smoke and vapour worse ; 
And it appears be can no further fare ; 
Nay, backward must retrace his way pariorce. 
Lo ! something {mhat he knows not) he in air 
Espies, tbat seems in motion, like a corse. 
Upon wboee wasted fiHin long time bad best 
The winter's rain and summer's scorching beat.. 



VHI. 
In that dim cavern was so little li^t, 

— Yea, wdl-nigh might be said tbat light was none 
Nought sees or comprehends the English knight 
What wavers so, above that vapour dun : 
For surer proof, a stroke or two would smite 
With his good feulcbion Otbo's valiant son * : 
Then deemed tbat duke it was a spirit, whom 
He seemed to strike tunid the misty gloom. 
* Asiolpho. 
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IX. 

When him a mclaiicholy vwce addresied ; 
" Ab I withom harming other, dmrnward wend- 
" Me but too sore the sable fiunn moUat, 
■' Which hither frcta the heUidi fim oKend." 
Thereat the duke, anuaed, hia steps leprest. 
And to the spirit cried ; " Bo maj Hearen send 
" A respite 6wn the Tspours that exhale, 
" As thou ahalt deigi to tdl thf nMumfdl tale I 

X. 

" And to be known on earth shouldM: thmi be ^in, 
" lliee will I satisfy." To him the sprite; 
" So sweet it aeeais to me, in &me again 
" Thus to return into the Various li^bt, 
" 1S.J huge desire andi fiivour to obttdn, 
" Forces my words from me in my despite, 
" Constraining me to tell the things ye seek; 
" Though 'tja annoyanoe and fiitigue to speak. 

Xf. 

" Lydiftj the child of Lydia's king, am I ^, 
" To proud estate and princely htmoors bom, 
" Ccmdemned by rig^iteoua doom of Ood oa hi^ 
" In murky smoke eteraiJly to mourn : 
" Because a kindly lover's constancy 
" I, while I lived, repaid with spite and scorn. 
" With countless others swarm these grots below, 
" Fm the same sin, omdemned to the same woe- 
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XII. 
" Yet lower dawn, honh Anaxuet^* 

" 8affi»8 worse pain wh^ra thicker fumes anae ; 

" HeaveB chai^^ lier flesh to etone, and here to be 

" Tormented, her afflicted ^irit stiet : 

" la that unmoved she, hung in air, could see 

" A lover Text by her hsrbarities. 

" Here Saphne leama how rashly tke had dime 

" In having given Apollo such a nm." 

XIII. 
" Of hwta of ingrate wmnen in this cdl 
" Confined, it would be tedious to recite, 
" If, me by (me, I upon these should dwell; 
" So many, their amount is infinite. 
" Twould be more tedious of the men to tell, 
" Whose base ingratitude due pains reqnito; 
" And whom, in a more diam^ prison pent, 
" Smoke blinds, and eTerlaating fires torment. 

XIV. 

" Since to belief soft woman is more prone, 
" He dwt dec^ves her, merits heavier pain ; 
" To Theseus and to Jason dua is known, 
" And him that vexed of i^ the Ziatian reign^ 
" And him that of Ms brother Ahealon 
" Erewhile provoked the pestilent disdain, 
" Because of Tltmar; oonntless is the horde 
" Of those who left a wife or wedded ktd. 
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XV. 
" But, rather of my state than theirs to shew, 

" And sin which brought me hither : — I was fair, 
" But BO muiA haughtier was than fair of hue, 
" I know not if I erer equalled were ; 
" Nor which was most exceseiTe of the two, 
" My pride or beauty, could to thee declare. 
" Though it is certain. Pride but took its rise 
" In that rare loveliness which pleased all eyes. 

XVI. 
" Thn% lived a Thradan knight, for warlike skill 
" And pToweBs, upon earth without a peer; 
" Who, voiced by many a worthy witness still, ' 
" The praises of my matchless charms did hear. 
" So that, of forethought and his own free will, 
" Fixed all his love on me that cavalier ; 
" Weening this while that I, upon my part, 
" Should for his valour duly prize his heart.. 

XVII, 
" He came to Lydia, and by faster tie 

" Was fettered at my sight ; and there enrolled 
" Amid my royal father's chivalry, 
" In mickle fame increased that baron bold. 
" His feats of many a sort, and valour high 
" Would make a tale too tedious to be told ; 
" With what his boundless merit had deserved, 
" If a more grateful master he had served. 
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XVIII. 

" Pamphylia, Cari&, and CiUda's reign, 

" Through him, my fotfaer brouglit benentb his sway, 
" Who never moved a-field his martial tnun, 
" But when that warrior pointed out the way: 
" He, wh«n he deemed he had deserved such gain, 
" Pressed close the Lydian kiiig, upon a day, 
" And craved me from the monarch aa his wife, 
" As meed of all that booty made in strife. ' 

XIX. 
" Riejected of the monarch was the peer, 

" Who was resolved his child should highly wed ; 

" Not him who was a simple cavalier; 

" Who, saving valour, was with nought bested. 

" For on my fother, bent on gain and gear 

" And avarice, of all vice the fountain-head, 

" Manners and merit for as little pass, 

" As the lute's music on the liunpish ass*. 

XX. 

" Aleestes, he of whom I speak (so hi^t 
" That warrior), when he sees his suit denied, 
" Repulsed by one, by whom he had most right 
" To think that he should most be gratified, 
" Craves his dischaige, and threatens he this slight 
" Will make the Lydian monarch dear abide. 
" The Armenian, an old rival of my sire, 
" And mortal foe, he sought with this .desire; 
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XXI. 

" And so the monarch urged, he made him rev 
" Hu banner, and attack my sue ; and, thioagh 
" His &m<nu feats, that Thradan cavalier 
" Was named the captain of the iarading crev. 
' For the Armenian sorereign, tar and near, 
' All things (so said the knight) he would snbdne ; 
■ But r-lfltmifig M his share, when all was won, 
' My sorereign beauties for the service draie.' 

xxir. 

" I ill to yon the mischief oould express 
" Alcestes did ns in that war; o'erthrown 
" By him four armies were, and he in less 
" Than one short twelvemonth left us neither town, 
" Nor tower, save one, where cliffs forbade access : 
" 'Twas here my sire, amid those of his own 
" Whom most he loved, took refiige, in his need, 
" With all the wealth he could collect with speed. 

XXIII. 
' " Us in this fortilage the knight attacked, 
" And shortly to such desperation drave, 
" Thid gladly would the king have made a pact, 
" To yield me tor his consort, yei his slave, 
" With half our realm, if certain by that act 
" Himself from every other loss to save ; 
" Bight sure he otherwise should ftirfeit all, 
" And, after, die in bwida, a captive thrall. 
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xxrv. 

'* Before tlug happened, to try erery way 
" Of remedy the Lydian king was bent ; 
" And thither, where Alcertes' army lay, 
" Me, the first onue of all the mischief, sent. 
" To yidd my person to him as a prey 
" I with intentiim to Alceates went ; 
" To bid him tale what portion of our reign- 
" He pleased, and pacify his fierce disdai&. 

XXV. 

" When of my coming that good knight does know, 
" Me he encounters pale and trembling sore : 
" 'Twonld seem a vanquished man's, a prisoner's brow, 
" He, rather than a victra's semblance, bore. 
" I who perceive he lores, addiess not now 
" The warriOT as I was resolved before. 
" My vantage I descry, and shift my gronnd, 
" To lit the state wherein that knight was found. 

XXVI. 
" To corse the WBrrio^a passion I b^un, 
" And of his crying cruelty complained, 
" Since foully liy my father bad he done, 
" And me would have by vi<Jence constrained ; 
" Who with more grace my person would have won, 
" Nor waited many days, had he nuuntained 
" His oouTse of courtship, as bc^un whilere, 
" To king and all of us so passing dear; 
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XXVIT. 

" And if th« honest suit he hoped to gain 
" Had been at first rejected by my sire, 
" 'Twos, he was aomedeol of a churlish vein, 
" Nor ever yielded to & first desire : 
" He should not therefore, restive to the rein, 
" Have left his goodly task, bo prompt to1re ; 
" Sure, passing aye from good to better deed, 
" In little time to win the wiahed-for meed; 

XXVIII. 
" And if my father wonid not have been won, 
" To him I would so earnestly have prayed, 
" That he my lover should have made his son ; 
" Nay, had my royal siie my suit gainsayed, 
" For him in secret that I would have done, 
" Wherewith he should have deemed himself appaid: 
" But since, it seetned, he other means designed, 
" Never to love hini had I fixed my ipind ; 

XXIX. 

" And, though I sought him, at my Other's hest>. 
" And pious love for him had been my guide, 
" He might be sure, not Ich^ should be possest 
" The bliss that I, in my despite, supplied; 
" For the red blood should iBsne from my breast 
" As soon as his ill will was satisfied 
" On this my wretched person, which alone 
" He so by hrutal force should make his own. 
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XXX. 

" With these, and words like these, I moved the peer,' 
" When I such pnissance in myself espied; 
" And him so contrite made, in desert drear, 
, " Was never seen a saint mol^ mortified. 
" Before my feet the doleful cavalier 
" Fell down, and snatched a poniard from his side ; 
" Which, he protested, I parfbrce should take, 
" And for so foul a sin my vengeance slake. 

xxxr. 

" To push my mighty victory to an end 

" I scheme, when hiin I see in such distress, 

" And give him hopes he may even yet pretend 

" That I deservedly his love should bless, 

" If he his ancient error will amend, 

" Will of his realm my father repossess, 

" And will in future time deserve my charms 

" By love Mid service, not by force of arms. 

xxxir. 

" So promised he to do; and set me free, 

" And let me, as I came, untouched, depart; . . 

" Nor even to kiss my lips be Ventured ; see 

" If he is yoked secnrely, if his heart 

" Love has Well touched with the desire of me, 

" If he for him need feather other dart ! 

" He seeks the Armenian, who by pact should take 

" Whatever spoil die conquering armies make i • 

VOL, VI, M 
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XXXIII. 

" And him, as best he might, would fais persuade 
' To leave to Lydia's inouarch his dotnain, 
' Upon whose wasted lauds his host had preyed, 
' And rest content with his Armenian reign.' 
— ' He would not hear of this (the monarch sud, 
With cheeks with iiiry swolea) ' nor .would reftain 
' Frmn pleasing Lydia's hiug witlt anned band, 
' So linig as he possessed a palm of land j 

XXXIV. 
' And if the knight, when a vik woman sues, 
' His purpose shif^, let him the evil be» : 
' He will not, for the warrior's asking, lose 
'What he has hardly ctmqaered in a year.' 
" Alcestes to the king his suit renews, 
" And next compltuns. that he rejects his fwayer. 
" At length the l^racian lires, and threatens high, 
" By love or force the monardi shall comply. 

' XXXV. 

" So kindling anger waxed between dte two, 
" It urged them from ill words to woTser de^ : 
" Upon the king his sword Alcestes drew; 
" Though thousands aid the monarch in his need, 
" And, in despite of all, their sovereign slew'; 
" And made that day as welt the Armenians bleed, 
" Backed by the ThradMis' and Cilioians' aid 
" And other ftdlowers, by the warrior p«d. 
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XXXVI. 
" His omquest he pursaed, and, at his cost, 
" Without expense to lu, in less than one 
" Short DMKitli, the kingdom by mj father loet 
" Restored; and, to repair the mischief done, 
" (Beside ^il given) he conquered with his host, 
" ' — Taxing or talcing what his arms had won — 
" Armenia and Cappadoda which confine; 
" And scowered Hyrcania to the distant brine- 

XXXVII. 

" Him not to greet nith triumphs, hut to slay, 
" Returning &ixn that war&%, we intend ; 
" But, fearing failure, our design delay 
" In that we find too many him befriend- 
" Feeding him aye with hope from day to day, 
" I for the Thracian warrior lore pretend : 
" But first declare my will that he c^>pcMe 
" And prove his valour on our other foes ; 

XXX VIII. 
" And faim, now sole, now ill accf)mpanied, 
" On strange and perilous emprize I speed; 
" Wherein a thousand knights might well have died ; 
" But all things happily with him succeed : 
" For VicttBj was ever on hia ude ; 
" And oft with horrid foes of monetimu breed, 
" With Giants and with Lestrignns, who wrought 
•* Damage in our dtmiains, the warrior fought. 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



164 THE OELAMDO FuaiOSO. CANTO XXXIT. 

XXXIX, 

" Nor Jquo, hot EtuystlieaB, in snch chase* 
" Ever renowned Alddes vext m sore, 
" In Erymanth, Nemna, Lema, Thrace, 
" ^tolia, Afiica, by Tiber's shore, 
" By Ebro'8 aunny bank, or other place, 
" As (hiding murderoiiB hate^ while I implore) 
" I exerdiae my lorer still in strife, 
" With the same Ml design npon his life. 

XL. 
" Unable to achieve my first intent, 
" I on a schone of no less mischief fiill : 
" Through me, all deemed his friends by him are shent, 
" Who thus bring down on him the hate of alL 
" Hie Thraciaa leader never more content 
" Than to obey, whatever be the call, 
" Is at my bidding ever prompt to smite, 
" Without r^arding who or what the wi^t. 

XLI. 
" When I perceive that, through the wsjrior's mean, 
" Extinguished is my bther's every foe; 
" And, conquered by himself, that kni^t is seen 
" — FiiendlesB, through ns — I now the masque fw^jo; 
" What I, from him, beqeath a flattering mien, 
" Had hitherto concealed, I {dainly show; 
" — What deep and deadly hate my bosom fired, 
" And that I but to work his death desired. 
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XLII. 

" Then, thinking if such course I should pursue, 
" That public shame would still the deed attend, 
" (For men too well my obligations knew, 
" And would be prompt my cruelty to shend,) 
" Mescemed enough to drive him from my view, 
" So that he should no more my eyes offend : 
" Nor would I more address or see the peer, 
" Nor letter would receive or message hear. 

XLIII. 

" This my ingratitude in him such pain 

" At length produced, that mastered by his woe, 

" After entreating mercy long in vain, 

" He sickened sore and sank beneath the blow. 

" For pain which fits my sin, dark fumes now stain* 

" My cheek, and with salt rheum mine eyes o'erflow. 

" Thus in eternal torment shall I dwell ; 

" For saving mercy belpetb not in hell," 

XLIV. 
Since wretched Lydis spake no more, the peer 
Would ^n discern if more in torment lay; 
But, those false ingrates' curse, the darkness drear 
So waxed before him, and obscured the way. 
That not one inch advanced the cavalier; 
Nay, back parforce returns that warriorj nay. 
Himself from that increasing smoke to save. 
Makes for the mouth of the disastrons cave. 
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XLV. 

The mMlon of bjs quickly «kif^g feet 
More savours of a run than walk or trot. 
Thus mounting the ascent in swift retreat, 
Astolpho sees the outlet of the grot; 
Where, through the darkness of ^t dismal seat 
And thoae fiml ^imes, a dawn of daylight shot; 
He from the cavern, sorely pained and pined, 
Issaes at last, and leaves the smoke behind; 

XL VI. 

And next to bar the way against that band. 
Whose greedy bdlies so fcr rictual crave. 
Picks stones, and trees lays level with his brand. 
Which charged with pepper or amomum wave ; 
And what might seem a hedge, with busy hand. 
As best he can, constructs before the care ; 
And so succeeds in blocking that repair. 
The harpies shall no more revisit air. 

XLVII. 

While in that cave Astolpho did remain. 
The fumes that from the sable pitch arose. 
Not <Kily what appeared to s^ht did stain ; 
But even so searched the flesh beneath his clothes. 
He sought some cleaning stream, long sought in vain 
But found at length a limpid rill, which rose 
Out of a living rock, within that wood. 
And bathed himself all over in the flood. 
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XL VIII. 
Then bnclced the griffin-horse, and soared a fli^t 
Wberebf to reach that moontun's top he sdwmes; 
Which little distant, with its haughty height. 
From the moon's circle good Astolpho deems ; 
And, BBch desire to see it wanna the knight. 
That he aspires to heaven, nor earth esteems. 
Thnhi^ air so more and. more the warrior strains. 
That he at last the mountain-suinnut gains. 

XLIX. 
Here saj^^iire, mbj, pid, and topaz glow. 
Pearl, jacinth, diryaolite and diamond lie. 
Which well inight pass tot natural flowers which blow. 
Catching their colons Inxax Xiatt kindly akf . 
80 green the grass I could we have such below. 
We should'prefer it to our emerald's dye. 
As fair the foliage of those pleasant bowers ! 
Whose trees ore ever filled with iruit and flowers. 



Warble the wanton birds in verdant brake. 
Azure, and red, and yellow, green and white. 
The qnaroing rivulet and quiet lake 
In limpid hue surpass the crystal bright. 
A breeze,: which witii one breath appears to shake. 
Aye, without fill or fU], the foliage light. 
To the qui<4 ur sudi lively motirai lends. 
That Day's c^ressive noon in nought offends; 
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LI. 

And Una, mid fruit and flower and verdure there, 
Erermoie stealing divers odoure, went; 
And made of those mixt sweets a medley rare. 
Which filled the spirit with a calm content. 
In the mid plain arose a palace &ir. 
Which seemed as if with living flames it brent> 
Such passing splendour and eucji glorious li^t 
Shot from those walls, beyond all usage bright. 

LII. 
Thither where those transparent walls appear. 
Which cover more tjian thirty miles in measure. 
At ease and slowly moved the cavalier. 
And viewed the lovely region at bis leisure ; 
And deemed — ctonparedwith this — that sad and drear, 
And seen by betkven and nature with displeasure. 
Was the foul world, wherein we dwell bdow : 
So jocund this, so sweet and fair in show ! 

LIII. 
Astound with wonder, paused the adventurous knight. 
When to that shining palace he was nigh, 
For, than the carbuncle more crimson bright. 
It seemed cme polished stone of sanguine dye. 
O mighty wonder ! O Dndalian sleight ! 
What fabric upon earth with this can vie f 
Let them henceforth be silent, that in story 
Exalt the world's seven wonders to such ^otj\ 
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LIV. 
An elder, in tbe ahining entrance-hall 

Of that glad house, towards AsUApho prest; 
Crimstm his waistcoat was, and white his paUj 
Vermillion seemed the mantle, miU the Vest : 
White was that ancieDt's hair, and white withal 
The budiy beaid descendii^ to his breast ; 
And from his reverend lace such glory beamed. 
Of the elect of Paradise he seemed. 

LV. 

He, with glad visage, to the paladin. 
Who humbly from his sell had lighted, cries : 
" O gentU baron, that by will divine 
" Have soared to this terrestrial paradise ! 
" Albeit nor you the caase of your design, 
" Hot you the so^ of your desire Burmise, 
" Believe, you not withoat high mystery ateer"^ 
" Hitherward, from your arctic hemisphere. 

LVI. 

" You fw instruction, bow to furnish aid 
" To Charles, and to the Church in utmost need, 
" With me to counsel, hither are conveyed, 
" Who without counsel from such distance speed. 
" But, son, ascribe not you the jonraey made 
" To wit or worth; nor through your winged steed, 
" Kor through yoai virtuous bugle had ye thriven, 
" But that such helping grace friHu Qod was given. 
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LVII. 
" We will duooune at better leiaore ntxtt, 

" And yon what moat be done ahsll afta hear; 

" But yon, that, through leog fiut, mnat hunger sore, 

" First bnc« yoor strength with uB, with genial cheer." 

Co&tianing his diaconrHe, that elder hoar 

Raised mighty wonder in the caraliu-, 

When he avouched, aa he hia name discloaed. 

That he thb bolt qobtsi. liad composed ; 

LVIU. 
He of our Lraxl so loved, the blessed John '■; 
Of whom a Bpeedi amoilg the brethMn went, 
' He never should see death.' and hence the Son 
or Ood with this rebuke St. Peter shent; 
In saying, " What is it to thee, if one 
" Tarry tm earth, tiU I anew be soitf 
Albeit he said not that he should not die. 
That so be meant to say we plain descry. 

LIX. 
Translated thither, he found ocmpany. 
The patriarch Enoch, and the mighty seer 
Elias; nor as yet those saistied three 
Have seen corruption, but in garden, clear 
Of earth's foul air^ will joy eternity 
Of spring, till they angelic trumpets hear. 
Sounding through hfeaven and -earth, proclaim aloud 
Christ's second invent on the silvery clond. 
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LX. 

The holy ancUnts to a chamber lead, 

With welcome kind, the sdventurous cavalier; 
And in another then hie flying steed 
Snfficientlf with goodly forage cheer. 
Astcdpho they with fruits .of Eden feed. 
So rich, that in his jud^nent 'twonld appear. 
In some sort might our parents be excused 
If, for subh fruits, obedience they refused. 

LXI. 

When with that daily payment whidi man owes. 
Nature had been contented by the peer. 
As well of due refreshment as repose; 
(For all and every comfort found he here) 
And now Aurora left her ancient spouse. 
Not 6a his many years to her leas dear. 
Rising from bed, Astdpho at his side 
The apostle, so beloved of Ood, espied. 

LXII. 

Much that not lawfiilly could here be shown. 
Taking him by the hand, to him he read. 
" To yon, though come ftom France, may be unknown 
" What there hath ha|q>ened," next the apostle said; 
" Learn, your Orlando, for he ha& forgone 
" .The way wherein he was enjoined to tread, 
" Is viuted of Ood, that ev«t shends 
" Him whmn he loveth best, when he ofiendv : 
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LXIII. 

' He, jroor Orlando, at Us birtb endoired 
" With Borereign daring and with aorei^n might, 
" On whom, beyond all usage, God bestowed 
" The gnoe, that weapmi him sboiild vainly smite, 
" Because he was selected from the ciowd 
" To be defender of his Church's right. 
" At he elected Sampsmi, called whilere 
" The Jew against the PhUistine to cheer; 

LXIV. 
" He, your Orlando, for such gifts has made 
" Unto hia heavenly Lord as ill return : 
" Who left Us people, ii^en most needing aid, 
" Then most abandoned to the heathens' scorn. 
" Incestuous love (or a fair paynim maid 
" Has blinded so that knight, of grace fbrhwn, 
" That twice and more in fell and impious strife 
" The coont has sought his Mthfiil cousin's life. 

hxv. 

" Hence Ood hath made him mad, and, in this vein, 
" BeUy, and breast, and naked flank expose ; 
" And so diseased and troabled is his brain, 
" That none, and least himself, the champion knows. 
" Nebudiadnezzar whilom to such pain 
" God in his veng^mcc doomed, as story shows; 
" Sent, for seven years, of savage fiiry full, 
" To feed on grass and hay, like slavering bull. 
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LXVI. 

" But yet, because the Christian paladine 

" Has simied against Ids htuveulf Maker less, 

" He only for three months, by will divine, 

" Is docmied to cleanse himself <d his excess. 

" Not yet with other scope did your design 

" Of wending hither the Redeemer blras, 

" But that through us the. mode you should explore, 

" Orlando's missing senses to restore. 

LXVU. 
" 'Tia true to journey further ye will need, 

" And wholly most you leave this nether sphere ; 

" To the moon's drde you I hare to lead, 

" Of all the planets to our world most near. 

" Because the medicine, that is fit to speed 

" Insane Orlando's core, is treasured here. 

" This night will we away, when over head 

" Her downward rays the silTer moon shall shed." 

LXVIII. 

In talk the blest apostle is diffiise 

On this and that, until the day is v<ani 

But when the sun ia sunk i' the salt sea ooze, 

And overhead the moon uplifts her horn, 

A chariot is prepared, eiewhile in use 

To scower the heaveos, wherun of old wbs borne 

From Jewry's misty mountains to the sky, 

Sainted Elias, rapt from mortal'eye. 
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LXIX. 

Foot goodly conrsen next, and redder fax 

Than flame, to that &iT chariot yokes the sire ; 
Who, when the knight and he well seated are. 
Collects the reins ; and heavenward they aspire. 
In airy drdea swiftly rose the car, 
And reached the nffoa of eternal fire ; 
Whose heat the saint by miracle suspends. 
While throDgh the parted air the pair ascends. 

LXX. 

The chariot, towering, threads the fiery sphere. 
And risea thence into the lunar reign. 
Thia, in its larger part they find as dear 
As polished ateel, when undefiled by stun ; 
And such it seems, or little less, when near. 
As what the limits of our earth contain : 
Such as our earth, the last of globes bdow. 
Including seas, which rouiid about it flow. 

XXXI. 
Here doubly waxed the paladin's surprise. 

To see that place so large, when viewed at hand ; 

Resembling but a little hoop in siee. 

When fiwn the globe surveyed whereon 'we stand. 

And that he both his eyes behoved to strain, 

If he would view Earth's drciisg seas "and land ; 

In that, by reason of tbe lade of light. 

Their images attained to littl« height. ' ~ - 
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Lxxir. 

Here other rirer, lake, and ricli champaign 
Are seen, than thotie which are below descried ; 
Here other valley, other hill a«d plain. 
With towns and cities of their own supplied ; 
Which mansionB of snch migbty size cctntain. 
Such never he be&xe or after spied. 
Here spacions holt and lonely forest lay; 
Where nymphs for ^er chased the panting pnf- 

LXXIII. 

He, that with other scope had thither soared. 
Pauses not all these w<Miders to peruse : 
Bat led by the disciple of our Lord, 
His way towards a spacitnis vale pursiles ;. 
A place wherein is wonderfully stored 
Whatever on our earth below we lose. 
Collected there are all things whatsoe'er^ 
Lost through time, cbance, or our own folly, hiere- 

LXXiv; 

Nor here alone of realm and wealthy dower. 
O'er which aye turns the .restless wheel, I tay; 
I speak of what it ia not in the poWer. 
Of Fortune to bestow, or take away. 
Much fiime is here, whereon Time and the Hour, 
Like wasting ntotb, in this our planet prey- 
Here conntless tows,, here prayers unnnmbered lie. 
Made by ns liafnl men io God on high ; 
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LXXV. 

The lover'B tears and sigliB ; wbat time in pleasure 
And play we here unprofitablj spend ; 
To thia ; of ignorant men the eternal leisure. 
And Tain designs, aye frustrate of their end^ 
Empty desires so far exceed all measure. 
They o'er that valley's better part extend. 
There wilt thoa find, if thou wilt thitho- poet. 
Whatever thou on earth beneath hast lost. 

LXXVI. 

He, passing by those heaps, on either hand, 
Of thia and now of that the meaning sought ; 
Formed of swollen bladders here a hill did stand. 
Whence he heard cries and tumults, as he thought. 
These were old crowns of the Assyrian land 
And Lydian — as that paladin was taught — 
Grecian and Forsian, all of ancient fame ; 
And now, alas ! well-nigh without a name. 

LXXVII. 

Golden and silver hooks to sight succeed. 

Heaped in a mass, the gifts which courtiers bear, 
— Ht^iing thereby to purchase future meed — 
To greedy prinee and patron ; many a snare. 
Concealed in garlands, did the warrior heed. 
Who heard, these signs of adolation were; 
And in cicalas, which their lungs had burst. 
Saw fulsome lays by venal poets versed ". 
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LXXVIII. 

Loves of unhappy end in imagery 

Of gold or jewelled bands he saw exprest ; 
Then eagles' talons, the authority 
With which great lorda their delegates invest : 
Bellows filled every nook, the fume and fee 
Wherein the favourites of kings are blest : 
Given to those Oanymedes that have their hour. 
And reft, when faded is their vernal flower. 

LXXIX. 

O'erturaed, here rained town and castle lies. 

With all their wealth: "The symbols" (said his guide) 

" Of treaties and of those conspiracies, 

" Which their conductors seemed so ill to hide." 

Serpents with female faces, felonies 

Of coiners and of robbers, he deecriedj 

Next broken bottles saw of many sorts. 

The types of servitude in sorry courts, 

LXXX. 

He marks a mighty pool of porridge spilled. 
And asks what in that symbol should be read. 
And hears 'twas charity, by sick men willed 
For distribution, after they were dead. 
He passed a heap of flowers, that erst distilled 
Sweet savours, and now noisome odours shed; 
The gift (if it may lawfully be said) 
Which Constantine to good Sylvester made'*, 
vol,. VI. N 
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LXXXI. 

A large provisioiij next, of twiga m4 l>>pe 
— Yonr witcheries, O women ! — he exiil<»ed. 
Tlie things he witnesaed, to recount in rhyme 
Too tedious were ; were myriada on record. 
To sum the remnant ill should i have time. 
'Tis here that all iufirmities are stand. 
Save only Maduw, acen not hen at all. 
Which dwells belon, nor leaves, this, earthly boll. 

Lxxx;[i. 

He turns him back, upon aome d^jmd deeds 
To look again, which he hod hwt of yore; 
But, save the interpreter the lesson xeads. 
Would know them not, such differwt form they van. 
He next saw that whifh man so little oeeds, 
— As it appears — none pray to H^ven for mora 
1 speak of sensQ; whereof a lofty. m99i)t 
Alone surpast all else which I recount. 

Lxxxm. 

It was as 'twere a liquor soft and t]iin. 

Which, save well corked, would frotp the vase have 

drained; 
hold up, and treasured various .flasks widpiuj 
Lai^er or lesser, to that use ordspiedt. 
That largest was which of the paladin, 
Anglaates' lord, the migl^tr sense contaiiedi 
And from those others was discerned, sin^ writ 
Upon the vessel was o 
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LXXXIV. 

The names of thoae whose wits therein were pent 
He thus on all those other flasks espied. 
Much of hia own, but with more wonderment, 
The sense of many others he dessied, 
Wbo^ he believed, no di^m of theirs had spent; 
But here, by tolcens dear was satisfied. 
That scantily theiiewith were they purveyed; 
So lai^ the quantity he here surroyed- 

LXXXV. 

Some wuste tm loTe> some seeking honour, lose 
Their wits, some, scoweriog seas, for merchandise. 
Some, that on wealthy lards their hope lepoee, 
And s4Hne, bef^led by silly sorceries ; 
These upon pictures, upon jewels those; 
These on whatever else they highest prise. 
Astrologas' and sophists' wits mid these. 
And many a poet's too, Astolpho sees. 

LXXXVI. 
Since his consent the ^Mietle signified 

Who wrote the obscure Apocalypse, his own 
He took, and only to his nose implied. 
When (it t^peared) it to its place was gone; 
And henceforth, has Sir Turpin citified. 
That long time sagdy lived king Othe's son; 
Till other error (as be says) again 
Deprived the gentle baron of hia brain. 
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LXXXVII. 

The fullest vessel and of aoiplest round 

Which held the wit Orlando erst possessed, 
Astt^pho took ; nor this so light he found. 
As it appeared, vhen piled among the rest. 
Before.fromthosebright spheres, now earthward bound. 
His course is to onr lower orb addressed. 
Him to a spacious palace, by whose side 
A rirer ran, condacts his holy guide. 

LXXXVIII. 
Filled full uf fleeces all its chambers were, 
Of wool, silk, linen, cotton,. in their hue. 
Of diverse dyes and odours, foul and fair. 
Yarns to her reel from all those fleeces drew. 
In the outer porch, a dame of hoary hair. 
On summer-day thus village wife we vitnv. 
When the new silk is reeled, its flimy twine 
Wind from the worm, and soak the slender line. 

' LXXXIX. 

A second dame replaced the work when done 
With other; and one bore it off elsewhere ; 
A third selected from the fleeces spun. 
And mingled by that second, foul from &ir. 
" What is this labour?" said the peer to John; 
And the disciple answered Otho's heir, 
" Know that the Fares are those ancient wivet, 
" That in this iaehion spin your feeble lives. 
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xc. 

" As long aa one fleece lasts, liiie in sach wise 
" Endureth, nor outkats it by a thought. 
" Fop Death and Nature have their watchful eyes 
" On the hour when each should to his end be brought. 
" The choicest threads are culled for Paradise, 
" And, after, for its omament are wrought; 
" And iashioned from the strands of foulest show 
" Are galling fetters for the damned below." ■ 

XCI. 

On all the fleeces that erewhile were laid 
Upon the reel, and culled for other care. 
The names were graved on little plates, which made 
Of silver, or of gold, or iron, were. 
These piled in many heaps he next surveyed ; 
Whence an old man some skins was seen to bear. 
Who, seemingly unwearied, hurried sore. 
His restless way retracing evermore. 

XCII. 

That elder is so nimble and so prest. 

That he seems bom to run; he bears away 
Out of those heaps by lapfuUs in his vest 
The tickets that the different names display. 
Wherefore and whither he his steps addrest. 
To you I shall in other canto say. 
If you, in sign of pleasure, will attend. 
With that kind audience ye are wont to lend. 
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NOTES TO CANTO XXXIV, 



OJUnt and hungry Ivufiei, that on bUnd 
And trriag Italy lOfuU fiavtjidt 

Stanza ]. liura 1 aud 2. 

It U etrange ihat tMa propb.ecy (as ya, sUs! In operation) 
should hare beeu interpreted in any other way than aa referring 
to the war and waste wrought by the Iraoialpiiie natious In 
Half ; yet (aa Mr. Hoole observes) another explanation of the 
poet's ueaniiig hae been giren by the majority of Italian 



ZetfKi and CalaU. 



Whodrore the harpiee from the table of PhineuB, a blind klug 
ofThrace ; the story in Ovid which suggested that in the teat. 



It was natural enoagh for Ariosiu to lake hti idea of hvll 
rather from Boccaccio tban &oni Oantc; bni Lydla's stcn^ i* 
certainly bni a bad Imitation of that of Thendim: and Honorta. 
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KOTSB TO CANTO XXXIV. 



" Anazarete wm ■ girl of SalamU, who so am^aolly de- 
apbcd the addreuea of Iphis, a jrontb of ignoble birth. Chat the 
lorer hang himielf at ber door. Sbe aaw Ihu sad spectacle 
without emotion, and was cbauged into a Btone." — Clahical 

DiCtlONABT. — OtID'I MbT. 



And Aim thai Mxtd of old the Latiaa rtigji. 

Stanza xiv. line 4. 



Ai llu luU 
A linns ad lyram. 



Nothing is more Mrlkiog to the atoiy of tlie nilddle ages than 
tbe domineertiig loBolence frequently displaid by the captains 
of hired adventurers in the courts of the princes nbo enter- 
tdned tbem. This incident Is not therefore so extraTngant as 
it at first sight appears. 



Hec vero Alcides tantnm tellutig obiril, 
Flxerit EsripMem cerram licet, aul Erjimanlhi 
PacSrit nemora, Vihocl. 
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Far pain tdiidtJUi my ti 

HarriDgtoD observes, thalLydla's punlihnieDt wax ao Imlta- 
lioa of tbat to nhich one of the later Roman emperors cod- 
demned a courtier who had taken bribea, aod deceived Ibe giver 
bjr empty promUes: " Fumo pereat qni fomniu rendidit." 



It U impoaeible for tbe reader who is moBi iocredulous as 

to allegory not to snipect a mystic meaning in many parts of 
(his canto, in the lines, where we are told tbat the emoke had 
not alone outwardly stained Ailolpho, but had searched even 
beoealb his cluthes — iu his long search for a fountaio In order 
to cleanse himself preparatory to his journey to Paradise — io 
his desire lo reach heayen — his contempt of earth — and finally 
bis accomplish meat of his object through ioleosity of aspiration. 
Bat something more on this head will be found Id the follow- 
ipg now. 



This introduction of St. Jobn, which to us must appear so 
indecent and extravagant, will probably be attributed by many 
to the character of the uaCioa, or to tbat of tbe religion, to which 
Arioito belonged. For myself, I ascribe it simply to the cha- 
racter of his age, and my reason for so doing Is, that tjarriog- 
toD, nn EagHshmun aod a prolestanl.lu commenting upon this 
passage, expresses neither scandal nor surprise; and indeed 
would seem to have considered it as an edifying allegory. 1 
extract his obsemitions, not only in confirma^on of what I 
have staled, bnt because his interpral alien of the significance 
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of colourt U probably in nccordaitce wilb the doctrines of tiii 
age (bowner glrange gome of lilt coDJectures are, or maj' appear 
to be, to the modeni Teiider),as well as that hia senilmeata and 
opiaioaB as a courtier (if a courtier can be uud to have opinions) 
may be supposed to savour of those of hla royal raUtress aud 
godmother; and miiM in this point be deemed inlerestliig as 
nell as curious. 

" CoacRnlsg the hlitorli of thia book*, 1 b*vi quoud ume tnlefl; 
by the lidt, lud mdu il « pUiuc It apousdi it leUn aaij I mein to 
■d ■ word Di tvo what I hsTC mil, concanlng tbit whicb li ben deli- 
T«nd by mtne Authcrti sbout tbe ftHumptlon of St- JiJtm^ Flnt, bow fu 
the Kiiptun tflucheth thB turns In the gmpitll, evB^e aie knowelh, ud 
bow i^Mi IhB iptech of ourSiTloui'(iri vlll he tirr 1111 1 come, wb*II> 
■hit to thee) It vu nolied Bmong (be DiKiplei. that thai Dliclple ibould 



•odiilBe,iillgbtibinu an Mwul the place, and toaka Uie unabe Mr me 
llBM'fiilte fton ttalr alghUi but tbaUglil Mng giam, the ootto wis 
IbuBd «DVt;4 aBd tb« bodi of tbat ■slnl nu no noH ittat upOD tb* 
cartb I wtmeupgn it WM cartainlr tboigbt that be wai taken up bno 
heaTes or Paiadbe, u Enoch and Eliai wen. Though Ihli of St. John 

blOMd virgin), and coniequently, nn man li bound to bellsTe II at IB 

iHtber then anyUiiBg lem: ttiea i oughti TDrflwone (tritbe aabme) li 
tun^y pardonable, bat the other doubtlete la rery danmablfr But 1 will 
brleflT note the allegorle that 1b meant hveby, 

wafeR buTare he can fi; up to Puadbe, It tlfDllletta, that after a man 
■hall, toy nanoneanddannt couMendaa, irelgli and heboid the ttCU- 
noae of bli tbme, he mutt tbsi waA hhnadito wldi the dcnre tptitg 

■atei of prayer and repaniancei'and thw, ud not b^Ore, he may 

peace of conscience, Che only true Paradlie of thlt worid. And whercaj 
AitolTo annmeth to SI. John (whoie name tignlBcth grace) to recetie, 
hy hit hdpe. Orhmdo't knt iritti, fDi to It li tet done that (hat «st the 

tbnebf It It Id be undentood, that no hope nor menu li Mft tor ny 
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VUB that lutli kHt hli wit altta fi>Uawb« th< TOtltln 



their dutia to Ood. wbkh ii the rnle hlghol point of folUt) i I ny, 
then b no mana lor Ibem to lecoTn thdi nit •(line, bnt ooelT bj the 
helportbliSt.JahD, tlut it Ibli, 'gna of God, whkh ao mlmcnlguily 

'• In ths dMirlplloa of St. Jotan'i kppuell. 

' Hli gowne iru white, but ret hlejeckat led. 
The tone vu mow, the tothn loobed u bloode,' Ac 
By the led ii ilgnilled chitllle, which buraeth with Hile und ferroilniaH 

Aa fbr the rest of this camo ; I shall make no otwervadong 
on beantics and cxtraviigandes which atand in too high relief 
(o require attention to be directed to ihem ; but I will remark 
upon the whole of it, that none exhibits more wonderful proofi 
of Ariosto'ii powers. He had preiiouglr, aa il appeared, sounded 
every chord of aalire, and hla commiind of hia inatrument may 
be well illustrated by (he invective againat women, which he 
bas put into the mouth of RodomoDt in canto zxrii^and the 
mode in which be baa aoflened it into a sort of mliwr key, on 
talcing up the aong himaelf. Here, however, we have a new 
aitd more exquisite spedmen ofhispowera. [a he not the only 
writer, with the escepllou of Aristophanes (whom 1 might 
almoat say be could not have read), who hoa carried poetry 
Into satire? for I cannot characterise the marrriloua eloquence 
of Jnvenal by that deaominatian, considering poetry according 
to its strict and more metaphysical definition. 

The fleeces, " the sisters three, and such branches of learr- ' 
iug," (to apeak in Launcelot Gobbo's vein), which succeed the 
satire, may clearly be traced to Pythagorean or Platonic doctrines, 
very fashionable in Italy In Ariosto's lera. But more of tliis 
hereafter. 



•Iwl in cicala; tthich their hrngt had bunt, 
Saai fiiitomt layi by venal pacii vtried. 

Stanza Ixxril. lines 7 and 8 



n symbol In Italian poetry. As ai 
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O JVua e/ie H metH aiiofdi ttaU 
Sopra m jwlo, a cantor ton ti gran laia, 
Che d'agni Intomo atiordi U brigatt, 
Efinahnente tcOfpi per la nMena, j^. 
O pole-percbed Muse that art of wind goUQd, 

Wiib whose loud song the suony fieldi are ringiii);, 
So that thou deafeneit alt the conntry round. 
Till fiiisll; thou bunt thytelf witb singing, &c. 



Thtgift (y« may lawfully U mid), 
Which Canitaatiru to good SyheiUr made. 

Slaoza Issx. lines 7 and 8. 

I have before obeerved tbat Ariosto, like Ditnle, naa in 
papiit, Ihongh a Roman catholic, 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



THE ORLANDO FUBIOSO. 



CANTO XXXV. 



D,g,t,.?db, Google 



ARGUMENT. 

The ofNttlfe praitet aulhort te the peer. 
Duke Aynum'i martial daughter in affrag, 
CoHqueri the giant monarch of ArgOr, 
And of the good FrOHtina mdket a prey. 
She neitfivm Aria defiti her cavalier, 
And, sAUc >ie marveli ttha aould him aitay, 
Graadatio and Ferrau the wUA her hand 
And Serpentine unhoriet on the tlrand. 
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THE ORLANDO FURIOSO. 



CANTO XXXV. 



Madontu, who wiU scale the lugh ascent 
Of heaven, to me ray judgment to restore. 
Which, since from your bright eyea the. weapon went. 
That pierced my heart, is i^uting eveimore ? 
Yet will not I sncb mig;hty loss lament. 
So that it drain no faster th^n before ; 
But — ebbjng fmther-^I should fear ,tD be. 
Such as Orlando is described by taa. 

U. 

To have anew, that judgment, through the skies, 
I deem there is np need ;for me to fly 
To the moon's circle, or to Paradia^j 
For, I believe, . mine i« not 4odg^ so high- 
On youT bright visage} on your beautwus eyes. 
Alabastrine ned^ and. paps of, ivory, . 
Wander my wits, and I with hmf Up, 
If I may have thent baelc> these fwt would Bip> 
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III. 

Astolpho' wandered througli that palace wide, 
Obsemng all the future lives around : 
When those already woven he Lad spied 
Upon the fatal wheel for finish wound. 
He a &ir fleece discerned that far outvied 
Fine gold, whose wondrous lustre jewels ground, 
Could these into a thread be drawn by art. 
Would never equal by the thousandth part. 

IV. 

The beauteous fleece he saw with wondrous glee 
Equalled by none amid that countless store ; 
And when and whose such glorious life should be. 
Longed sore to know. " This," (said the apostle hoar. 
Concealing nothing of its history,) 
" Shall have existence twenty years before, 
■• Dating from the incabnats wobd, the year 
" Shall marked by men with m and d appear ■ ; 



" And, as for splendor and for substance fair, 
" This fleece shall have no like or equal, so 
" Shall the blest age wherein it shall appear 
" Be singular in this our world below; 
" Because all graces, exceUent and rare, 
" Which Nature or which Study can bestow, 
" Or bounteous Fortune upon men can shower, 
" Shall bo its certain and eternal dower. 
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VI. 

" Between the king rf rivers' itama*," (he criee,) 
" Stands what is now a small and bumble town. 
" Before it runa the Po, behind it lies 
" A misty pool of marah ; this — looking down 
" The stream of future years — I recc^nize 
" First of Italian cities of renown ; 
" Not only guned fi>r wall and palace rare, 
" But noble ways of life and studies fair. 

VII. 
" Such exaltation, reached so suddenly, 
" Is not fortuitous nor wrou^t in vain ; 
" But that it may Aw worthy cradle be, 
" Whereof I speak, shall so the heavens ordain. 
" Pot where men look for fruit they graff the tree, 
" And study still the rising plant to train ; 
" And artist nses to refine the gold 
" Designed by him the precious gem to btAd. 

VIII. 

" Not ever, in terrestrial realm, so fine 
" And fair a raiment spirit did invest, 
" And rarely soul so great &am realms divine 
" Has been, or will be, thithenrord addrest, 
" As that whereof thb ktbbnal has design 
" To feshion good Hippolytus of Este: 
" Hippolytus of Este shall be he hight, 
" On whom BO rich a gift of Ood shall light. 

VOL. VI. o 
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IX. 

" AH those &ir gngea, tliat, oa many qwnt, 
" Would have served many wholly to array, 
" Are all united fta hia ornament, 
" Of whom thou hast entreated me to say. 
" To piop the art*, the virtuea is he sent ; 
" And should I aeA his merits to display, 
" So I<Mig a time would last my tedious strain, 
" Orlando might ezptethis wits im vain." 

X: 

'Twos so Christ's aervant with the carvalier 
Discoursed ; they having satisfied their view 
With sight of that fair mansionj far and near, 
That whence conveyed were human lives, the two 
Issued apoo the stream,- whose waTea-appear 
Turbid with sand and of discoloured hue ; 
And found that ancient man npoa the shore. 
Who namee, engraved on netal, diither bore. 

I know not if yaurecolleQ;of him; <i ^ - 
I speak, whoee atery I enrewhile auecpended, 
Anoient of mage, and so swift of Hmb, . 
That faster far.thBn:fonst stag be wended. 
With nameslie filled his muttle t/oihe brim. 
Aye thinned the pilej b&t ne'er his labour ended ; 
And in that stream, hJ^tiietheynext bestowed, 
Yeai ntbeVicMtawayj hia coslfy leadu 
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XII. 

I say, that when upon the river side 

Arrives that ancient, of his store profiise. 

He all those names into the tnrbid tide 

Dischai^s, as he shakes his mantle loose. 

A countless shoal, they in the stream subside ; 

Nor henceforth are they fit for any use ; 

And, oat of mighty myriads, hardly one 

Is saved of those which waves and sand o'ermn. ' 

XIII. 
Along that rivet and aronnd it fly 

Vile crows and ravening vultures, and a crew 
Of choughs, and more, that with discordant cry 
And deafening din their airy flight pursne ; 
And to the prey all horry, when from high 
Those ample riches they so scattered view; 
And with their beak or talon seize the prey: 
Yet little distance they their priee convey. 

XIV. 
When they would raise themselves in upward flight. 
They hare not strength the harden to sustain ; 
So that parforce in Lethe's water light 
The worthy names, which lasting praise should gain. 
Two swans there are amid those birds, as i^te, 
Hy lord, as is yoar banner's snowy grain*; 
Who catch what names they can, and evermore 
With these return securely to the shore. 
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XV. 

Tlius, counter to that ancient's will malign. 
Who them to the derouring liTer dooms. 
Some names are rescued by the birds benign ; 
Wasteful Oblivion all the rest consumes. 
Now swim about llie streani those swans divine. 
Now beat the buxom air with nimble plumes. 
Till, near that impious river's bank, they gain 
A hill, and on that hill a hallowed fane. 

XVI. 

To Immortality 'tis sacred ; there 

A lovely nymph, that from the hill descends. 

To the Lethean river makes repair; 

Takes frwa those swans their burden, and suspends 

The names about an Image, nueed in air 

Upon a shaft, which in mid ^e ascends ; 

There consecrates and fixes them so fast, 

That all throughout eternity shall last. 

XVII. 
Of that old sire, and why he would dispense 
Idly, all those fair names, as 'twould appear. 
And of the birds and holy place, from whence 
The nymph was to the river seen to steer. 
The Btdemn mystery, and the secret sense, 
Astolpho, marvelling, desired to hear; 
And prayed the man of Ood would these unMdj 
Who to the warrior thus their meaning told. 
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" There mores no leaf beneath, thou hast to know, 
" But here above some sign thereof we trace'; 
" Since all, in Heaven above or Barth below, 
" Must correspond, though with a difierent face- 
" That ancient, with his sweeping beard of snow, 
" By nought: impeded and so swift of pace, 
" Works the same end and purpose in our clime, 
" As are on earth below performed by Time. 

XIX. 

" The life of man its linal dose attains, 

" Wben on the wheel is wonnd the latal twine ; 

" There fiime, and here above the mark remains ; 

" For both would be immortal and divine, 

" But for that bearded sire's unwearied pains, 

" And his below, that for their wreck combine. 

" One drowns them, as thou seest, mid sand and suites, 

" And one in long forgetfulness immerges. 

XX. 

" And even, as here above, the raven, daw, 
" Vulture, and divers other birds of air, 
" All from the turbid water seek to draw 
" The names, which in their sight appear moat fair; 
" Even thus below, pimps, flatterers, men of straw, 
" BaffiMms, informers, minitma, all who there 
" Flourish in courts, and in far better guise 
" And better odonr, than the good and wise ; 
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XXI. 

' And by the crowd aie gentle cOuttiere higlt, 
" Because they imitate the ass and swine : 
" When the jiiat Farc« or (to speak aright) 
" Venus and Bacchus cut their master's twine, 
" — These base and sluggish dullards, whom I dte- 
" Born but to blow themselveB with bread and wine, 
" In their vile mouths awhile such names (Mmvey, 
" Then drop the load, whidi is Oblivion's prey. 

XXII. 

" Bat as the joyliil swans, that, singing sweet, v ' 
" Convey the medals safely to the &ne, 
" So they whose praises poets well tepmt, 
" Are rescued iiom oblivion, direr pain 
" Than death. O Princes, wary and discreet, 
" That wisely tread in Cssar's steps, and gain 
" Authors for ftiends I They, doubt it not, shall save 
" Your noble names from Lethe's lazy wave. 

XXIII. 

" Rare as these gentle swans are poets too, 
" That well the poet's name have merited, 
" As well becAnse it is Heaven's will, that fow 
" Oreat rulers should the paths of glory tread, 
" As through foul fault of sordid Itvdlings, who 
" Let sacred Genius beg his daily bread ; 
" Who putting down the Virtnea, raise the tribe 
" Of Vices, and the liberal arts proscribe. 
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-XXIV. 
' Believe it, that tliese igit<»wit msn should be 
" Blind and deprived of jndgnient, is God's doom ; 
" Who makeH them loathe the light of poetry, 
" That envious Deatii may wholly them consume. 
" Besides th^t Song cam quicken and set free 
" Him that is prisoned in the darksome tomb, 
" Though foul his name, if Cirrha him befriend '■ 
" Its saTour myrrhand spUcenard shall transcend. 

XXV- 

" ^neas not so pioos, nor of arm 
" So strong Achilles, Hector not so bold, 
" Was, as 'tis famed ; and mid the nameless swarm, 
" Thousands and thousands higher rank might hold: 
" But gift «f palace and of plenteous' ferm, 
" Bestowed by h^is of them, whose deeds they told, 
" Have moved the poet with his honoured hand, 
" To place them upon Glory's highest stand. 

XXVI. 

" Augustus not so holy end benign 

" Was as great Virgil's trumpet sounds his nanie. 

" Because he savoured the harmonious line, 

" His foul proscription passes without blame. 

" That Nero was unjust would none divine, 

" Nor haply would he suffer in his feme, 

" Though Heaven and Earth were hostOe, had he 

known 
" The means to make the tuneful tribe his own. 
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xxvir. 

" Homer a ccmqneror Agaraemnon ahowB *, 

" And makes the Trojans seem of coward rein, 

" And from the snitora, foithfiil to her vovra, 

" Penelope a thonsand nrongB sustain: 

" Yet — wonld'st thon I the secret should expoee h — 

" By contraries throoghout the tale explun : 

" That from the Trojan bands the Grecian ran; 

" And deem Penelope a conrtcEan. 

XXVIII. 
" What &me Eliza, she so chaste pf sprite, 

" On the other hand, has left hehind her, hear ! 
" Who widely is a wanton baf^age hight, 
" Solely that she to Maro was not dear, 
" Harvel not this should cause me sore despite, 
" And if my speech diffusive should appear. 
" Authors I love, and pay the debt I owe, 
" Speaking their praise ; an author I bdow ' ! 

XXIX 

" There earned I, above all men, what no miae 
" Time nor yet Death from me shaU take away; 
" And it behoved onr Lord, of whom I hare 
" Such testimony, so my pains to pay. 
" It grieves me much for them, on whom her door 
" Courtesy closes on a stormy day; 
" Who meagre, pale, and worn with hopeless suit, 
" Knock night and daj', and ever without fruit. 
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XXX. 

" So that continuing wliat eretvliile was said, 
" Poets and scholars in small aamber are : 
" For, where they are nnBheltered and unfed, 
" Even beasts desert the inhospitable lair." 
As than the blessed ancient ended, red 
As two fierce fires, his eyes appeared to glare : 
Then, sagely smiling on the duke, his mien 
He changed anew from troubled to serene. 

XXXI. 
Henceforth with that apostle let tJie peer 
Remain ; for I have now to make a spring 
As far as 'tis from heaven to earth ; for here 
I cannot hang for ever on the wing. 
I to the dame return, who was whilere 
Wounded by jealousy with crael sting. 
I left her where, successively o'erthrown, ' 
Three kings she quickly upon earth had strown; 

XXXII. 
And afterwards arriving in a town. 
At eve, whidi on the road to Paris lay. 
Heard tidings of Rinaldo's victory blown ; 
And how in Aries the vanquished paynim lay. 
— Sure, her Rogero with the king is gone — 
As soon as reappears the dawning day. 
Towards fiiir Provence, whither (as she hears) 
King Charlemagne pursues, her way she steers. 
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XXXIII. 

She towardfl ProreneCj by the nesieet road. 
So joorneying, met a maid of noumful air ; 
Who, thoD^ her chedu with team were overdowed. 
Was yet of visage and of namiers feir. 
She was it, bo traiulixed with Love's keen goad. 
Who aighed for Moqodante'a valiant hejr *, 
Who at the bridge had left her lord a thrall. 
When with King Rodomwit he tried a lalL 

XXXIV. 

She Bought one of att otter's nimbleneaa. 
By water and hyland, a cavalier 
So fierce, that she that diampfon — to lediesB 
Her wrongs — might match against the paynim pe». 
When good R<f;oo's lady, comfortless, . 
To that foir dame, as comfortless, drew near. 
Her she sainted courteously, and next 
Demanded by what aorrow'she was rext. 

XXXV. 

Flordelice marked the maid, that, in her eight. 
Appeared a warrior fitted for her needs ; 
And of the bridge and river 'gan Vedte, 
Where Argier's mighty king the road impedes ; 
And how he had gone nigh to day her knight; 
Not that more doughty were the monarch's deeds; 
Bat that the wily paynim vantage-ground 
In that Btreight bridge and foaming river found. 
* Breadimarl. 
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XXXVI. 

" Are you (she aaid) m dartng aOd so kind, 
" As kind and d&ring ydn appear in show, 
" Venge me of him that has mj lord confined, 
" And makes me wander thus, opprest vitli woe, 
" For love of Heaven; or teack me where to find 
" At least a kni^t who can resist the foe, 
" And of such skill that little boot shall bring 
." His bridge oqd rivet to the pagan king. 

XXXVI i. 

" Besides that so you shall achieve an end, 
" Befitting courteous man and cavalier, 
" You will employ your valour to befriend 
" The feithiiilleat of lovers far and near. 
" His other virtoes I should ill commend, 
" So many and so many, that whoe'w 
" Knoweth not these, may well be said to be 
" One without ears to hear or eyes to see." 

XXXVIII. 

The high-minded maid, to whran aye welcome are 
All noble quests, by which she worthily 
May hope a great and glorious name to Jwar, 
Straight to the paynim's bridge resolves to hie ; 
And now so mnch the more — as in despair- 
Wends willingly, although it were to die : 
In that she, ever with herself at strife. 
Deeming Rogero lost, detested life. 
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XXXIX. 

" O loring damsel (she made answer), I 
" Offer mine aid, for Bach as 'tis, to do 
" The hard and dread adventure, passing by 
" Canses beside tliat more me, most that yon 
" A matter of your lover testify, 
" Which I, in sooth, hear warranted of few ; 
" That he is coustant ; for i'&ith I swear, 
" I well believed all lovers perjured were." 

XL. 
With these last words a sigh that damsel drew, 
A sigh which issued from her heart ; then said ; 
" Go we ;" and, with the following sun, those two 
At the deep stream arrived and bridge of dread : 
— Seen of the guard, that on his bugle blew 
A warning blast, when atrangers thither sped — 
The p<^an arms him, girds his goodly brand. 
And takes upon the bridge his wonted stand ; 

XLI. 

And as the maid appears in martial scale. 
The moody monarch threatens her to slay. 
Unless her goodly courser and her mail. 
As an oblation to the tomb she pay. 
Fair Bradamant who knew the piteons tak^ 
How murdered by him Isabella lay. 
The story gentle Flordelice had taught ; 
Replied in answer to that paynim haught. 
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XLII. 

" Wherefore, O brutish man, for your misdeed 
" Should penance by the innocent be done P 
. " 'Tis fitting to appeoBe her you should bleed ; 
" You killed her, and to all the deed ib known. 
" So that, of trophied armour or of weed 
" Of those so many, by your lance o'erthrown, 
" Your armoor should the best oUation be, 
" And yon the choicest Tictim, slain by me ; 

XLIII. 

" And dearer shall the ^ft be from my hand ; 
" Since I a woman am, as she whilere ; 
" Nor save to venge her have I sought this Htrand ; 
" In this desire alone I hither steer: 
" But first, 'tis good some pact we understand, 
" Before we prove our prowess with the spear : 
" Yon shall do by me, if o'erthrown, what you 
" By other prisoners have been wont to do. 

XLIV. 
" But if, as I believe and trust, you fall, 

" I will your horse and armour have (she cried), 
" And taking down all others from the wall, 
" Hang on the tomb alone those arms of pride ; 
" And will that you release each warlike thralL" 
— " The pact is just (King Rodomont nplied), 
" But those, my prisoners, are not here confined, 
" And therefore cannot be to you consigned. 
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XLV. 
" These have I seat into mine Aiiick reign ; 
" But this I promise thee, and pledge my fay; 
" If, by Btiange fortune, thon thy seat maintain, 
" And I shall be dismounted in the fray; 
" Delivered, all, shall be the captive train, 
" Within what time suffices to convey 
" An urder thither, that ' they out of hand 
" 'Should dowliatthon,ifconqueror,may'st command.' 

XLVI. 

" But art thou ondermoet, as fitter wei«, 
" And, as thou surely wilt be, I from ^ee 
" Not therefore will thy forfeit annour tear, 
" Not shall thy name inscribed, as vanquished, be. 
" To thy bri^ face, bright eyes, and beauteous hair, 
" All breathing love and grace, the victory 
" Will I resign ; let it suffice that thou 
" Then stoop to love me, as thou hatest now. 

xLvn. 

" To fall by me thou needest not disdain ; 
" I with such Btrengthj sndi nerve am fortified." 
Somedeal she smiled ; bnt snaled ia bitter vein ; 
Savouring of angra more than «nght beside. 
She spake not. to that haughty man again/ 
To the bridge-end returned the damscdj plied 
Hei coBraer frith the rowels, couched her spear. 
And rode to meet the furious cavaliM. 
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XL VIII. 
King Rodomont jovparee bis coiine to nut ; 

Comes on at speed ; and with snch mi^ty sound 
Echoes that bridge, the thnndeiing noise might stun 
The eon of many Hii;t^'"t from the ground. 
The golden lanoe ita wonted wwk has done ; 
For that fierce Mow, in toumey so renowned. 
This from the saddle lifts, in air suspends. 
Then headlong on the narrow bridge extends. 

XLIX. 

Scarce for her horse the martial damsel caa 

Find space to pass, when she has thrawn her foe ; 
And little lacked, and mi^ty risque she ran 
Of fiUling into that deep stream below : 
But, bom of wind and flame, good Rabican 
So dextrous was, and could so lightly go. 
He picked a path along the outer ledge. 
And could have paced upon_a faulchion's edge. 



The damsel wheeled, towards the caralio' 
Returned, and him bespoke in nportire way; 
" Who is the loser now to thee is dear, 
" And who is undennost in this assay." 
Silent remained the mraurch of Ai^^, 
Amazed, that woman himon.earth should lay. 
He cannot, or he will not ^leak; and lies 
On eartitt like <aie astound, in idiot guise. 
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U. 

Silent and sad, he raised hiniBelf from ground. 
And when he some few paces thence had gone, 
Hifl shield unbraced and helm and mail unbound. 
He flung against the tomb ; and thence, alone. 
Afoot the moody monarch left that ground : 
Vet not till he had given ctanmand to one 
(Of his four squires was he) to do his hest 
Relating to those captives, as ezprest. 

LII. 
He parts ; and save that in a cavemed cell 

He dwelt, no farther news of him were known : 
Meanwhile the harness of that infidel 
Bradamant hnng upon the lofty stone ; 
And having thence removed all plate and shell 
Wherewith (as by the writing it wus shown) 
The cavaliers of Charles their limbs had drest. 
She moved not, ma let other more, the rest. 

LIII. 
Besides the arms of Honodantes' heir 
Were those of Sansonet and Olivier, 
Who, bound in search of good Orlando, woe 
Thither conducted by the road most near. 
The day beiore here token was the pair. 
And sent by that prond paynim to Aigier : 
These wairi<»8' arms the martial maid bade lower 
From that fair tomb, and stored them in the tower. 
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LIV. 

All others, taken irom the pafBim train, 
Bradamant left suspended &om the stone ; 
Mid these a king's, that idly and ib vain, 
Had thither, seeking Frontalatte, gone : 
I aaj his anna, that mled Circassia's leign ; 
Who, after wandering long, by dale and down, 
Here to his grief another courser left. 
And L'ghtly went his way, of arme bereft. 

LV. 
Stript of his armour and afoot, did part 

That payoiin monardi trout the bridge of dread ; 
As Rodomfrnt permitted to depart 
Those other knights that in his &ith were bred : 
Bnt to his camp to wend he had no heart. 
For there he was ashamed to show his head : 
Since, in such fashion, thither to return 
After his boasts, had been too foul a acorti, 

LVI. 
Yet still with new desire the warrior burned . 
To seek her, fixed alone in liis heart's core; 
And such the monareh's chance, he quickly learned 
(I cannot tell you who the tidings bore) 
She was towards her native land returned. 
Hence, as Love spurs and goods him evermoKt 
He bowns him straight her footsteps to pursue : 
But I to Bradamant return anew. , . ■ 

VOL. VI. p 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



210 THK OBLAMSO FDBI08O. CANTO XXXT. 

Lvn. 

Wlien ahe in other writing hftd diapbud 

How die had fteed tiut puM^ from the foe. 

To monrnful Fhnddioe the martial maid. 

She that still held her veepii^ visage low. 

Turned her, and ooorteonaly that lady prayed 

To tell her whither ahe desigsed to go. 

To her afflicted Flerdelice replied; 

" To Arlea, where caaip the pajnima, would I ride. 

Lvm. 

" Which bark (I iafe) and fitting oompanyt 
" To cany me to Aiirick may afford; 
" Nor will I halt upon my way, till I 
" Once man n^oin my huaboiid and my l«d; 
" All means and meaanrea there reet^red to try, 
" That may release him &om his jailer's ward ; 
" And ahonld die Saracen deceitftil'proTe, 
" Others, and othen yet, I mean to move," 

LIX. 
" My company (replied the martial &ii) 
" For some port of the road, I offer thee, 
" Till we hare si^t of Aries ; then to rqtair 
" Thither, will pray you, for the bve of me, 
" To find King Agramant's Bogero tboe, 
" Whose glorious name ia spread o'er land and sea, 
" And render to that kn^ht this goodly horse, 
" Wheaoe the prond Moor was Ating in martial Gonrse. 
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liX. 
" Say thus, ftun ptant t« potnt, ' A cavxlier 
' That would in combat prove his chivalry, 
' And to th« world at large would £ma make clear 
' Thy breach of bith with him, that thon may'st be 
' Ready aod w^l prepared tor the career, 
' Gave me this heme, that I might give it thee. 
' He bids thee promptly mail and corslet dight, 
' And wait him, iriio with thee wiU wage the fight.' 

LKI. 
" Say this and nought besids, and would he hear 
" My name, declare that 'tis to thee unknown." 
With wonted kindness cxied that dame, " I ne'er 
" In spending life itself, not vatia akoe, 
" Should weary in your aerrice ; since whilere 
" Yoo would in my behalf as much hare done." 
Her Aymon's daughter thanked in courteous strain. 
And to her hand cmuigned Fiontine'a rein. 

LXII. 

Through long days' journeys, by that river^shore. 
Together go the lovely pilgrim pair. 
Till they see Ailes, and hear the hollow roar 
Of billows breaking on the sea-beech bare. 
Almost without the sabnrfas, and before 
The furthest barrier, stops the martial feir; 
To furnish Flordelice what time might need 
For the conveyance of Rogero'a steed. 
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Lxin. 

She fbrmird rode, within ^e endosuic sped. 

And o'ei the bridge and through the gateway wended. 
And (famished with a guide, who thither led) 
To yoong Rdgero's inn; and there descended. 
She to the Child, as hid, her message said. 
And gave the coarser, to her care commended : 
Then (,fbr she vraits not for an answer) speeds 
In haste to execute ber proper needs. 

LXIV. 
Rogero stands conftised ; he finds no end , 
To his perplexing thoughts, and cannot see 
Who should defy him, who that message send. 
To spealt him ill, and do him conrtesy. 
Who thus as faithless him should reprehend. 
Or any reprehend, whoe'er it be. 
Nor knows he nor imagines ; least of all 
On Bradamont the knight's suspicions ftdl. . . . 

LXV. 

To think 'twas Rodomont the youthful peer 
Was more inclined than any other wigbt; 
And wherefore eren irom him be this sbouLl bear. 
Muses, nor can the cause divine aright ; 
Save him, in all the world the cavalier 
Knows not of one, that has him at despite. 
Meanwhile Dordona's lady craved the field; 
And loud that martial damsel's bugle pealed. . . 
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LXVI. 

To Agnimaiit and King Mandlius flew 
The news, tliat one craved battle on the plain. 
Serpentine stood by chance before the two,' 
And gained their leave to don his plate and chain, 
And vowed to take that haughty mim ; the crew 
Of people over wall and rampart strain ; 
Nor child nor elder was there, bnt he preRsed 
To see which champion should bestir him best. 

LXVII. 
In beaateons arms and costly surcoat drest. 
Serpentine of the star to combat sped; 
The ground he at the first encounter prest ; 
As if equipt with wings, his courser fled. 
The damsel fiew his changer to arrest. 
And by the bridle to that paynim led, 
Exclaiming ; " Mount, and bid your monen^ send 
" A knight that better can with me contend." 

LXVIII. 

The Moorish king, that on the rampart's height 
Stood, with a mighty following, next the plain. 
Marking the joust, much marvelled at the sight 
Of the foe's courtesy to him of Spain *i 
" He takes him not, although he may of right," 
He cries i' the hearing of the paynim train. 
Serpentine comes, and, as the maid commands, 
A better warriw oi that king demands. 
■ Serpentine. 
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LXIX. 

Orandonio de Volteraa, fierce of mood. 
And in all Spain the proudest cavalier. 
The second for that tdl encounter stood. 
Such favour had hia suit obtained wlulei<e. 
" To thee thy courtesy shall do no good," 
He threats, " for if unboned in the canet 
" A priamer to my hird shalt thoa be led ; 
" Bat, if I fi^t as wonted, thou art dead." 

. LXX. 

She cries, " I would not thy diecourteay 

" Should malie me so fi^et my oenjteous vtia, 
" But that afmehand I diould f»ntioa lliee 
" Bock to thy fortress to return again, 
" Ere on hard esrth thy bones shall battered be. 
" Go tell thy king no champion of thy grain 
" I seek, but hither oome to crave the figjbt 
" With warrior that ia worthy of my might." 

LXXI. 

Brodamant's sharp and etiA^ng aaswer stimd 
The paynim's fury to a mi^^ty flame ; 
So that, without the power to speak a wnrd. 
He wheeled his eoareer, BUed with rage and diame; 
Whe^ng as veil, at th^ {ifoud paynim spurred 
Her horse with levelled lance the warlike dame. * 
As the charmed weapon smites Orandonio^ shidd. 
With heels in air, he tumbles on the field, i^ 
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LXXII. 

To bim the higb-minded damsel gave hia.hone. 
And stud, " Yet vas this &te to thee foreshown, 
" Instead of craving thos the knightly course, 
" Better mine embassy- wosldst thon haVe done. 
" Some other knight, that equals me in fiOrce, 
" I pray thee hid the Mocnish king said 'down, 
" Nor weary me, by fordng me to meet 
" Champions like thee, untried in martial feat." 

LXXIII, 

They on the walls, that know net who the peer 
That in the joust so wdl maintaisB his seat. 
Name many a warriw,' fioBOBs in, laraer. 
That often make than shake m fiercest beat. 
Brandimart many deem the cavalier; 
More gneasea in renowned Kiiialdo meet; 
Many would deem Orlando was the knigbt, 
But that they knew his pitiable plight. 

LXXIV. 
The third encounter craved Lanfiua'a sou*. 
And cried, " Not that I better hope to fare, 
" But that to warriors who this coarse have run, 
" My fiUl may furnish an ezease move' &ir." 
Next, with all arms that martid jmuters don. 
Clothed him, and of a hundred steeda that were 
Ready for service, kept in lot^y stall. 
For speed and actum chose the best «falL ■■ 
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LXXV. 

He bowned him for the taaiBsf, oa hk adi, 
Bat first saluted her and she the knight. 
" If 'tis aUowed to ask," (the lady cried,) 
" Tell me in courtesy how ye are lii^t." 
In this Ferrau the damsel satisfied. 
Who rarely hid himself &om liring ivight. 
" Ye win I not refuse," (subjoined the dome,) 
" Albeit I to meet another came." 

LXXVI. 

— " And who?" the Spaniard said; — ihe maid rejdied, 
" Bogero ;" and pronounced the word with pain. 
And, in so saying, her &iT &ce was dyed 
AU over with the rose's crimson grain. 
She after added, " Hither have I hied, 
" To prove how justly famed his might and main. 
" No other care have I, no other call, 
" Bat with that gentl« youth>to try a iiilL" 

LXXVII. 
She spoke the word in all simplicity. 

Which some already may in malice wrest. 

Ferrau replied, " Assured I first must be 

" Which of ua two is schooled in warfare best. 

" If what has chanced to many, ialls on me, 

" Hither, vrhai I return, shall be addrest, 

" To mead my Ssivlt, that gentle cavalier, 

" With whom you so deeire to break a spear." 
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Lxxvni. 

Disconrsiiig all this wliile, the martial maid 
Spake with her beavor up, without di^oiae : 
Ferran, as that fair visage he surveyed. 
Perceived he was half vanquiahed by its eyes. 
And to himself, in under tone, he said, 
" He seems an angel sent from Paradise; 
" And, though he should not harm me with his lance, 
" I am already quelled by that sweet ^ance." 

LXXIX. 

They take their ground, and to the encounter ride. 
And, like those others, Ferrau goes to ground j 
His courser Bradamant retained, and cried, 
" Return, and keep thy word with me as bound." 
Shamed, he returned, and by his monarch's side. 
Among his peers, the young Rogero ibund; 
And let the stripling know the stranger knight. 
Without the walls, defied him to the fight. 

LXXX. 
Rogero (tor not yet that warrior knows 
What champion him in duel would assail) 
Nigh sure of victory, with transport glows. 
And bids his toUowers bring bis plate and mail ; 
Nor having seen beneath those heavy blows 
The rest dismounted, makes his spirit quaiL 
But bow he armed, how sallied, what befell 
That knight, in other canto will I tell. 
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NOTES TO CANTO XXXV. 



Dating from the iHcanate word, Vu ytar 
S^aU marked bg mM wbA MandD Ofpear. 

Stanza It. Uhm 7 and 8. 



Mr. Hoole aappotea (bete Ilqm to bare been Uheii from ibe 
PmdiM, canto ziz. vene 129, and so they pnibablj were. If 
M, however, ire must admit that Arioato hai giren ui the buk 
without the kerael of Dante. The linn are, 

Vedraiai a] dotto dt Gerusalemme 
Sonata con dd 1 la ana bontate, 
Qoando il contrario aegneii aa EHHE; 

and are tliDt ipiritedl; glTcn b; Mr. Care; : 

The lame one of Geni«alem ihall eee 
A unit for bii virtue, for bla vuxt 
No lcs» a mark than mllllona. 
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NOTES TO CANTO XXXV. 



Bttmem the king qfrivert" hanu (he eriei) 

Standi »Aaf U now a imali and humiU Unm, ^e. 

Stanza t1. Hurt 1 and 2. 



The town is Feirarx. 



aitrhUt, 
My lord, ai it your lanmer'i namy grain. 

SUuim liv. linn 5 and 6. 

Another allnsiun to the nhiie eagle of the house of Eate. 



4. 
There movee no leaf ienealh, Ihou hail ia kninp, 
Bid here abane leme lign thereof we trace; 
Shue all, in heaven above or earth beloa, 
Mtut corretpond, though tdth a d\gbrentjhee, ^. 

Stanza zviit, lines 1, 2, 3, 4. 

It ti tmposilble to rend ttieMlinni without tUnking; of some- 
thing like a correspondent passage in Che fifth book of The 
Paradite Loil, where Raphael, addresHins Adam, ai St. John 
^oes Astolpho, aays. 

Though what If Earth 
Be but (be shadow of Heaven, and things therein 
Each to other lilie more than on Earth is thought i 

The foUowera of the myitlc pbilosopben Id the age of Aiiosto 
and that of Millon seem to ha»e belief ed in ihe enisteoce of 
two worlds, one of tbingaand Ihe other of types, perliapt from 
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too Itteral &n lDterpretstk>D of docirion which were paretr 
allegorical; aud it appears that some of the interpretcrg of the 
Pfthagoreaa philoiopb]' inmgiDed the verenth uphere of thrir 
master to be the niooD (Anoslo'a land of tjpea) ; which leads 
me to coDjecitire that the hint of the doctrinei conlained in this 
and the laat canto maybe founded upon some notion of bis age 
respecting the i»nj;9w of Pythagoras. It is, atBnjrate,clear, 
tbatmncb of the mystery of the preaeot canto, the pre-exklent 
sonls, 'the Bisters three, and snch branches of learning,* saTonr 
strongljr of Platonic, and Pythagorean doctrines. 



I situated at the roots of Parnassus. 



Homer a euiqiteTOr ^gamannon ihovi. 

And maket Ok Trejaru tern afctnrard vein, 4[C. 

Stanza xxrii. lines 1 sud 2. 

This look its rise from a itory-book narration 

Of ' the tale of Troy dirine,' 

an irni(/a(iRw which misled many. Heme the attempt to give 
a different colouring to the Trojau war in the Troilun and Crea- 
stda of Shakespeare. 

For the charge that 

Ptntlopt vof but a cmrUan, 
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Aiktta hw cdder uUioritln. Her lotrigoe with Pan wu u 
to hare been muillicsted bj iu inata, and more KMtdal ia i 
ported of ber In tbe ClMdcal DtcOouir. 



Id reacnlng the character of Dido, Ariosto haa r^ better 
fonndatioa; tince it ia agreed tliat Vii^t has oTcrleaiit a apace 
ofSOOfetninorder to brinsher audiEDeaatogether. Ariosto 
piwb^ir eulogizes her chaatity on tbe ground of the stoty of 
ber having killed heraelf to avoid manTlng lartni. Hence Pe- 
trardi Id hla trininph of chaadtf placen her amoog his cxamplea 
of chaste women. 



A«&on I love, and pay the SM I owe, 
Sptaliiiig ^eirpmlu; oa author I Uim, 

Stanza xsnii. lines 7 and S. 

Oil acrittori amo e (i) U debito meoj 

Ch' al voatro mondio fnl acritlore andie lo. 

The characterizing St. John aa an anUior is to be anre aa 
rtdlcolooa as making St. Jamea a Moor-slajrer ; but we muat 
recollecl that everj age, ererj cotmlrj, and every sect, enter- 
t^nanotlonaof persons which mnat be monstrous in the eyes of 
those who are not awayed b; their partialities ; and some fature 
zra may wonder to hear two men of Ariosto'a age, dted eTcn 
In &e present centnrr in France and Eogtand, one aa a loyal 
knight, and the other as a saint, who were boib guilty of 
homicide and premeditated peijnry. 
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NOTES TO Canto xxxt. 



She man Iberefiire have elllieradmiced or backed hn bone 
dating the conference with Rodomout ; thonf^ ihe conid bardlj 
bave adnuiced, as she mnst then bave tnrned npon bl« uarrow 
bridge. Wben she wheeli. In Maiiiii l., after baring rna her 
course, we ma^ coDceire It to bllTe been on the land beyond 
the bridge, to which the reluiva, foi the pnrpoM of taunting 
her enemy. 
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THE ORLANDO FURIOSO. 



CANTO XXXVI. 



■,....,GoogIe 



AReUHENT. 

While with the fierce Marphita tU detpiU 
Duke Aymon't daughter wagei fierce iffroj/. 
One and the other hot! engage inj^hl. 
With Bradamant Rogero wende hii nay. 
With ether oar dirtarii their great dtligAt 
MarphUa bold i but xAm that martial may 
HaifOr her brother rtcogniied the peer. 
They end their every ttrife vWi joyoat cheer. 
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THE ORLANDO FUHIOSO. 



CANTO XXXVI. 



Wherb'sh they be, all hearts of gentle strain 
Still cannot choose hut courtesy pursue; 
For they irom nature and from habit gain 
What they henceforth can never more undo. 
Alike the heart that is of churliah rein. 
Where'er it be, its evil kind will shew. 
Nature inclines to ill, through all her range, 
Aud use is second nature, hard to change. 

II. 
Amcaig the warriors of antiquity 

Much geutleuess and courtesy appear, 
Virtues but seldcon seen with ns ; while we 
Of evil ways, on all sides, see and hear. 
Hippolytua, when you, with enaigury 
Won from the foe, and with his captive gear 
Adorned our temples; end his galleys bore. 
Laden with prey, to your paternal shore ; 
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III. 

All the inhuman deeds which wrought by band 
Of Moor, or Turk, or Tartar ever were, 
(Yet not hy the Venetians' ill conunand. 
That evermore the praise of justice bear,} 
Were practised by that foul and evil band 
Of steers, who their mercenaries are. 
Of those so many fires not now I tell 
Which on our farms and pleasant places fell. 

IV. 
Thou^ a foul vengeance in that How was meant 
Mainly at you, who being at Cosar's side. 
When Padua by bis le^uering host was pent, 
'Twas known, that oft, through you, was turned aside 
More than one ravening flame, and oft was spent 
The fire, in &ne and village >>Ift»ing wide : 
What time the destined mischief ye withstood. 
As to your inborn courtesy seemed good. 

V. 
This will I pass, nor their so auiiy more 
Discourteoua and despiteons debugs tell. 
Save one alo^e, whereat iciaa rock-stone hoar 
Whene'er the tale is told warm tears mi^t welL 
That day you sent your family beftve. 
Thither, my lord, where, under omena f^ 
Your toes into a well protected seat. 
Abandoning their barks, had made retreat. 
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VI. 

As Hector and Mntaa, mid the dood. 

Fire to the banded fleet of Greece applied, 

I Hercules and Alexander viewed. 

Urged by too sovereign azdoor, side by aide, 

Spurring before all others in their mood. 

Even vithin the hostile ramparts ride ; 

And prick so tar, the second 'scaped with pain, 

And on the foremost closed the opposing trtun. 

VII. 

Pemffine 'scaped, the good Cantelmo left. 

What coimsel, Sora's dnke, was thine, what heart. 
When thy bold son thou saw'st, of helm bereft. 
Amid a thousand swords, when — draped apart — 
Thou saw'st his young head irom his shonlders cleft, 
A-shipboard, on a plank ? I, on my part. 
Marvel, that seeing but the murder done. 
Slew thee not, as the iBulchion slew thy son. 

vm. 

Cruel Sclavonian ! say, whence hast thou brought 
Thy ways of warfare ? By what Scythian rite 
To slay the helpless prisoner is it taught. 
Who yields his arms, nor fends himself in fight f 
Was it a crime he for his country fought f 
HI upon thee the sun bestows his light. 
Remorseless ten, which hast filled the page 
With Atrens^, Tantalus', Thyestes* rage I 
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IX. 

Barbarian ! thou madeat shorter by the head 
The boldest of hia age, on whom did beam 
The Bun 'twizt pole and pole, 'twixt Indus' bed 
And where he sinks in Ocean's western stream ; 
Whose years and beauty might have pity bred 
In AntbropophaguB, in Ptdypheme; 
Not thee ; that art in wickedness outdone 
By any Cyclops, any L^rigon ■■ 



I ween, mid warriors in the days of yore. 
No such example wasj they all, in field. 
Were full of gentleness and courteous \<xre, 
Nor E^nst conquered foe their bosom steeled. 
Not only gentle Bradamant forbore 
To harm the knights whom, smitten <hi the shield. 
Her lance unhorsed ; but for the vanquished crew 
Dettuned their steeds, that they might mount anew. 

XI. 

I of that lady fair, of mickle might. 

Told you above, how she had overthrown 

Serpentine of the Star in single fight, 

Grandonio and Ferrau, and then upon 

Their coursers had replaced each baffled knight. 

I told me/novtse how the third was gone 

Rogero to deiy to the career, 

Upon her call, who seemed a cavalier. 
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XII. 

Rogero beard the call in joyous vein. 

And bade bis arms be brought; now while in Tiew 
Of Agramant be donned the plate and chain. 
Those lOTds the former question mored anew; 
' Who was the knight, that on the martial plain 
* The manage of the lance so quaintly knew?' 
And of Ferran, who spake with him whilere. 
Craved, if to him was known that cavalier. 

XIII. 

" Be ye assnred," to them Feirau replied, 
" He is not one of those I hear yon dte 
" To me (for I his open htx descried). 
" Rinaldo's youthful brother seemed the knight. 
" But since his doughty valour I have tried, 
" And wot not sudi is Richardetto's might, 
" I ween it is his sister, who, I hear, 
" Resembles mndi in mien that martial peer. 

XIV. 

" The damsel equals well, so Rumour tells, 
" Binaldo, and every paladin in frsy; 
" But brother she and cou^* both exceb, 
" Measured by that whidi I have seen to-day." 
Hearing him, while upon her praise he dwells. 
As the sky reddens with the morning ray, 
Rogero's face is flushed with crimson hue. 
And his heart throbs, nor knows he what to do- 
* lUoaldo and Orlando. 
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XV. 

Stang, at these tidings, by the amoroua dart- 
Within, nev fire- inflames the cavalier; 
And strait, together with the bnnung smart. 
Shoots through bis bones a chiU, produced bj fear; 
Fear, that new wrath had stifled in lier heart 
That mi|^ty bve, wherewith she bnmed whilere. 
Ccmfiued be stands, irresolute and slow, 
Aiid undecided if to stay or go. 

XVI. 

Now fierce Marphisa, who was there, and prest 
By huge desire to meet the stranger w^ht. 
And armed withal (for, save in iron vest. 
Her seldom would you find by day or night). 
Hearing Rogero is in armonr drest. 
Fearing to lose the honour of the fight. 
If first that champion with the stranger vies; 
Thinlcs to prevent the youth and win the prise. 

XVII. 
She leapt spm her horse, and thithn hied 
Where Aymon'a daughter on the listed plain. 
With palpitating heart, upon her side. 
Waited Rogero; whom the damsel fain 
Would make her prisoner, and but schemed to guide 
Her lance in mode the stripling least to pain. 
Marphisa &om the dty portal feres. 
And on her gallant helm a phoenix wears. 
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XVIIl. 

Whether the maid would pablish, in her pride. 
That she was single in the world, for mif^t; 
Or whether by that symW ugnified. 
That she would live, exempt from Inridal rite. 
Her closely Aymon's martial daughter eyed; 
When seeing not those features, her delight. 
She craves the damsel's name before they more. 
And hears that it is she who joys her lore : 

XIX. 

Or rather she, that gentle lady thought. 

Had joyed her lore ; and whom she hated so, 

Her to Death's door her anger wonld hare brought. 

Unless she venged her sorrow on the foe. 

She wheeled her courser rotmd, with fiiry fraoght. 

Less with desire to lay her rival low. 

Than with the lance to pierce her in mid breast. 

And put her every jealousy at rest. 

XX. 

Parfwce to ground must go the royal maid. 
To prove if hard m soft the listed plain. 
And be with such unwonted sct^n appaid. 
That she is neai^ maddened by disdain. 
Scarce was she thrown, before her trencbftnt blade 
She bared, and hurried to avenge the stain. 
Cried Aymon's daughter, no less proud of heart, 
" What art thou doong? Thou my prisoner art" 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



234 TUX OBLANJX) TUBIOSO. CANTO XXXVI. 

XXI. 

" Though I have courtesy for othen, none" 

(She said) " from me, Marphisa, shalt thon find. 

" Since evennore I hear of thee, as one 

" To pride and every chorlisHness inclined." 

Marphisa, at these words, was heard to groan. 

As roars in some sea-rock the prisoned wind. 

She screamed an answer; but its sense was drowned 

(Such rage confused that damsel) in the sound. 

XXII. 

She whirls this while her faolchion, and would lain 
Wound horse or rider in the paunch or breast'; 
But Aymon's watchfol daughter turns the rein ; 
And on one side her courser leaps; poesest 
With furious anger and with fierce disdain. 
She at her opposite her lance addrest; 
And hardly touched the damsel, ere, astound, 
Marphisa fell, reversed upon the ground. 

XXIII. 
Scarce down, Marphisa started from the plain. 
Intent fell mischief with her sword to do, 
Bradamant couched her golden spear again. 
And yet again the damsel overthrew. 
Yet Bradamant, though blest with might and main, 
Was not so much the stronger of the two 
As to have flung the maid in every jnst. 
But that such power was in the lance's thrust. 
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XXIV. 

This while acane knights (some knights upon oar side, 
I say) forth israing from the city, go 
Towards the field of strife, which did divide 
The squadrons, here and there, of either foe 
— Not half a league of one another wide — 
Seeing their knight such mighty prowess show; 
Their knight, hut whom no otherwise they knew 
Than as a warrior of the christian crew. 

XXV. 

Troyano's generous son, who had espied 
Thia band approaching to the city-wall. 
For due defence would every means provide. 
And every pml, every case forestall : 
And orders many to take arms, who ride 
Forth frtHu the ramparts, at the monarch's call. 
With them Rogero goes, in armour cased. 
Balked of the battle by Marphisa's haste. 

XXVI. 
The enamoured youth, with beating heart, intent. 
Stood by, the issue of the just to view. 
For his dear consort fearing the event. 
In that he well Marphisa's valour knew; 
—At the beginning I would say — when, bent 
On mischief, fiercely doeed the furious two : 
But when that duel's turn the stripling eyes. 
He stands amased and stupid with surprise; 
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XXVII. 

And when he saw unfinished was the fight. 
At the first onset, like the justs ii4tilere. 
Misdoubting some strange acddent, in sprite. 
Sore vexed, this while remained the cavalier. 
To either maid wished well that youthful knight; 
For both were lored, but not alike were dear. 
For tkit the stripling's love wss fury, fire ; 
For that 'twas rather fimdness than desire. 

XXVIII. 
If so Rogero could with honour do. 

He willingly the wBrriors would divide ; 
But bis companions, in the fear to view 
Victory with King Charles's kni^t abide. 
Esteeming him the better of the two. 
Break in between and turn their arms aside; 
Upon the other part, the christian foes 
Advance, and both divisions come to blows. 

XXIX. 
On this side and that other, rings the alarm, 
Which in those camps is sounded every day. 
Bidding the unmounted mount, the unarmed ann. 
And all their standards seek, without delay, 
Where, under separate fiags, the squadrons swarm. 
More than one shrilling trump is heard to bray; 
And as thdr rattling notes the riders call. 
Rousing the fixit, beat dram and ataball. 
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XXX. 

Ab fierce as tfaonglit could think, 'twist either host 
Kindled the fell and sanguinary fray. 
The daring damsel, fair Dordona's boast. 
Sore vexed and troubled, that in the affnj 
She cannot compass what she covets most, 
— Marphisa with avenging steel to e1ay,-~- 
Now here, now there, amid the medley flies. 
Hoping to see the youth for whcmi she si^is. 

XXXI. 

By the eagle argent on the shield of bine 
She recognized Bogero, mid the rest. 
With eyes and thon^t intent, she stops to riew 
The warrior's manly shoulders and his breast. 
Fair face and movements fall of gracefiil shew; 
And then the maid, with mickle spite possest. 
Thinking another joys the stripling's love. 
Thus speaks, as sovereign rage and fury move. 

XXXII. 

" Shall then another kiss those lips so bright 
" And sweet, if those fair lips are lost to me ? 
" Ah ! never other shall in thee delight; 
" For if not mine, no other's ahalt thou he. 
" Rather than die alone and of despite, 
" I with this hand will slay myself and thee, 
" That if I lose thee here, at least in hell 
" With thee I to eternity may dwell. 
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XXXIII. 

" If lliOD Blay'Bt me, there is good rcflson, I 
" The oomfort too of Tengeance should ohUin; 
" In that all edicts and all equity 
" The death of him that caoaes death ordain; 
" Nor, since yoo justly, I uigustlf , die, 
" Deem I that thine is equal to my pain. 
" I him who seeks my life, alas! shall spill, 
" Thou her that loves and wwships thee wouldst kill. 

XXXIV. 
" My hand, why hast thou aot the hardiment 
" To rive with steel the bosnu of my foe, 
" That me so many times to death has shent, 
" Under the faith of love, in peaceful show; 
" Him, who to take my life can now c(»isent, 
" Nor even have pity of ray cruel woe ? 
" Dare, valiant heart, this impious man to slay, 
" And let his death my thousand deaths appay !" 

XXXV. 

So said, she spurred at him amid the throng; 

But, first — " Defend thee, &lse Rogeio I" — cried. 
" No more, if I have power, in spoil and wrong, 
" Done to a virpn heart, shall thou take pride." 
Hearing that voice the hostile ranks among. 
He deems — and truly deems — he hears his bride; 
Whose voice the youth remembers in such wi^. 
That mid a thousand would he recognize. 
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XXXVI. 

Her further meaning well did he divine. 

Weening that him she in that speech would blame, 
For havii^ broke their pact ; and — with design. 
The occasion of his lailure to proclaim, — 
Of his desire for parley made a sign : 
But she, with vizor closed, already came. 
Raging and grieved, intent, with vengeful hand. 
To Hiog the youth; nor haply upon sand. 

XXXVII. 

B^^ero, when he saw her go offended. 

Fixed himself firmly in his arms and seat. 

He rests his lance, but holds the stave suspended. 

So that it shall not harm her when they meet. 

She that to smite and pierce the Child intended. 

Pitiless, and inflamed with Prions beat, 

Has not the courage, when she sees him near. 

To fling, or do him outrage with the spear. 

XXXVIIl. 

Void of effect, 'tis thus their lances go; 

And it is well; since Love with burning dart. 

Tilting this while at one and the other foe. 

Has lanced the enamoured warriors in mid-heart, 

Unable at the Child to aim her blow. 

The lady spent her rage in other part. 

And mighty deeds achieved, which lame will earn 

While overhead the circling heavens shall turn. 
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XXXIX. 

Above three humlTed men in tliat afiay 
In little ap^ce by her dinnonnted lie. 
Alone thftt warlike danuel wins the day; 
From her alone the Moorish peaqtle fly. 
To her Rogero, circling, threads his way, 
And says; " Unlen I speak witk you I die. 
" Hear me, for love of heaven ! — what have I done, 
" Alas! that ever mine approach ye shon?" 

XL. 

As when soft sonthem breeaes are nnpent. 

Which with a tepid breatli from seaward blow. 
The snowB dissolve, and torrents find a ventj 
And ice, bo hard erewhile, is seen to flow; 
At thooe entreaties, at that brief lament, 
Rinaldo's sister's heart is softened bo ; 
Forthwith companioiiate and piouH grown ; 
Which anger fain had made more hard than stone. 

XLI. 
Would she not, could she not, she nought replied, 
Bnt qnured aslant the ready Rabicane, 
And, togning to Rogero, rode as wide 
As she could weed from that embattled train; 
Then to a sheltered valley turned aside. 
Wherein embosomed was a little plain. 
In the mid lawn a wood of cypress grew. 
Whose saplings of one stamp appeared to view- 
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XLII. 

Within that thicket, of white marUe wrought. 
Is a proud monument, and newly nude; 
And he that makes enquiry, here is taught 
In few brief reises who therein is laid. 
But of those lines, methinks, took little thought. 
Fair Bradamant, arriving in the glade. 
Rogero spurred his courser, and pursued 
And overtook that damsel in the wood. 

XLIII. 

But turn we to MarjdiiBa, that anew 

During this spaee was seated on her steed. 

And sought again the valiant champion, who 

At the first onset cast her on the mead; 

And saw, how &om the mingling host withdrew 

Rogero, after thab strange knight to speed; 

Not deemed the youth pursued in love; she thought 

He bat to end their strife and quarrel sooght. 

XLIV. 

She pricks her hwse behind the two, and gains. 
Well nigh as soon as they, that valley ; how 
Her coming thither either lover pains. 
Who lives and loves, untaught by me, may know: 
But soreat vext sod Biadamant renwitis; 
Beholding her whence all her sorrows flow. 
Who shall persuade the damsel but that lore 
For youi^ Rogero brings her to that grove ? 
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XLV. 

And him perfidiaiu she onev did name. 

— " Perfidious, was it not enough (she said) 
" That I should know thy perfidy from Eame, 
" But must the witness of thy guilt be made ? 
" I wot, to drive me from thee is thine aim; 
" And I, that thy desires may be appaid, 
" Will diej bnt strire, in yidding up my breath, 
" She loo shall die, the occasion of my death." 

XL VI. 
Angrier than Tenomed viper, with a bound. 
So saying, she upon Marphisa flies; 
And plants so well the spear, that she, astound. 
Fell backward on the champaigne in such guise, 
Ni^ half her helm was buried in the ground : 
Nor was the damsel taken by surprise : 
Nay, did her best the encounter to withstand; 
Yet with her helmed head she smote the sand, 

XL VII. 
Bradamant who will die, <a in that just 
Will put to death Marjdiisa, rages so, 
She has no mind again with lance to thrust. 
Again that martial maid to overthrow : 
But thinks her head to sever from the bust. 
Where it half buried lies, with murderous blow ; 
Away the enchanted lance that damsel flings. 
Unsheathes the swwd, and from her courser springs. 
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XL VIII. 

But is too glow withal; for on her feet 

She fiiids Marphisa, with such fierce disdain 
Inflamed, at being in that second heat 
-So easily reversed upon the plain. 
She hears in vain exclaim, in vain entreat, 
Itogero, who beholds their strife with pain. 
So blinded are the pair with spite and r^e. 
That they with desperate fury battle wage. 

XLIX. 

At fa&lf-sword's lengtli engage the struggling foes; 
And — such their stubborn mood — with shortened 

brand 
Hiey still approach, and now so fiercely close. 
They cannot choose but grapple, hand to hand. 
Her flword, no longer needful, each foregoes; 
And either now new means of mischief planned. 
Rogero both implores with earnest snit; 
But snpplicatefl the twain with little fruit. 



When he entreaties unavailing foimd. 

The youth prepared by force to part the two; 
Their poniards snatched away, and on the ground. 
Beneath a cypress-tree, the da^ers threw. 
When they no weapons have wherewith to wound. 
With prayer and threat, he interferes anew : 
But vainly; for, since better weapons lack, 
£uch other they with fists and feet attack. 
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LI. 

Rogero ceased not from his task; be caught. 
By hand or arm, the G^cely stru^ling pair, 
Till to the utmost pitch of fiuy wrought 
The fell Marphisa's angry pasaioiiB were. 
' She, tliat this ample world esteemed at nonght. 
Of the Child's friendiihip had no further care. 
Plucked horn the foe, she ran to seize her sword. 
And &stened next upon that youthful Iwd. 

LII. 

- " Like a discourteous man and churl ye do, 
" R<^;ero to disturb another's fight; 
'" A deed (she cried) this hand shall make ye rue, 
" Which, I intend, shall vanquish hoth." The kn^ht 
Sought fierce Marphisa's fury to suMae 
With gentle speech; but f|ill of such despite 
He found her, and inflamed with such disdain. 
All parley was a waste of time and pain. 

LIU. 

At last his foulcbion young Ri^ro drew; 
For ire as well had flushed that cavalier: 
Kor it is my belief, that ever shew 
Athens or Rome, or city whatsoe'er 
Witnessed, which ever so rejtnced the view. 
As this rejfHces, as this sight is dear 
To Bradamant, when, through their strife displaced. 
Every suspidoa tttmi her breast is chased. 
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LIV". 

Bradamant tixJc her aword, aud to descry 
The duel of those cbampiona stood apart. 
The god of war, desceoded from the sky. 
She deemed Rogero, £»r bis strengtb and art : 
If he seemed Mars, Mai^sa to the eye 
Seemed an infernal Fury, on her port. 
'Tie true, that for a while the youthful knight 
Against that damsel put not forth his might. 

LV. 

He knew the Tirtnes of that weapon well, 

Such proof thereof the knight erewhile had made. 
Where'er it fells parforce is every spell 
Annulled, or by its stronger virtue stayed. 
Hence so R«^ro smote, it never fell 
Upon its edge or point, but still the blade 
Descended flat : he long this rule observes; 
Yet ouce he &om his patient purpose s' 



LVI. 

In that, a mighty stroke Marpbisa qwd, 
MeaninK to cleave the brainpan of her foe : 
He raised the buckler to defend his head, 
And the sword smote upon its bird of snow, 
Xor broke nor bruised the shield, by spell bested; 
But his arm rang astounded by the blow; 
Nor aught but Hector's mail the sword had stopt, , 
Whose furious blow would bis left arm have lopt; 
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LVII. 

And had upon hit bead descended shear. 
Whereat designed to Btrike the savage fair. 
Scarce his left arm can good Rogeio rear; 
, Can Karce the shield and blanuied bird apbear. 
All pity he casta off, and 'twould appear 
As in his eyes a lighted torch did glare. 
As hard as'he can smite, he smitea; and woe 
To thee, Maiphisa, if he {danU the blow ] 

LVIII. 

I cannot tell you truly in what wise. 

That fsnlchion swerves s;gainst a cypress-stock. 
In such close-serried ranks the Ba|dings rise. 
Buried above a palm within the block. 
At this the mountain and the plain that lies 
Beneath it, with a furious earthquake rock; 
And from that marble monument proceeds 
A voice, that every mmlal vmce exceeds". 

LIX. 

The horrid voice exclaims, " Your quarrel leave; 
" For 'twere a deed nnjust and inhumane, 
" That brother should of life his sister reave, 
" Or sist» by her brother's hand be slain. 
" Rt^ero and Marphisa mine, believe I 
" The tale which I deliver is not vain. 
" Seed of one father, in one womb ye lay; 
" And first together saw the light of day. 
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LX. 
" Galaciglla'a children are ye, wliom 
" She to Rt^^ero, ht^t the second, bare. 
" Whose brothera, having, by unrighteous 6ooni, 
" Of your unhappy sire deprived that fiiir, 
" Not heeding that she carried in her womb 
" Ye, who yet sackors of their lineage are. 
" Her in a rotten carcase of a boat, 
" To founder in mid ocean, set afloat. 

tXI. 

" But Fortune, that had destined you whilere, 
" And yet unbom, to many a &ir emprise, 
" Your mother to that lonely shore did steer, 
" Which orerright the sandy Syrtea lies. 
" Where, having gived yon birth, that spirit dear 
" Forthwith ascended into Paradiae. 
" A witness of the piteoos case wai I, 
" So Heaven had willed, and such your destiny .' 

LXII. 
" I to the dame as decent burial gave 
■" Aa conid be given upon that desert sand. 
" Ye, well enveli^ted in my vest, I save, 
" And bear to Mount Carena from the strand ; 
" And make a licnesj leave whelps and cave, 
" And issue from the wood, with semblance bland. 
" Ye, twice ten montlu, with mickle fondness bred, 
" And from her p^» the milky mother fed. 
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I-XIII. 

" Needing to quit my borne upon a day, 
" And joamey tlmugh tbe coantry, (as yoa can 
" Haply remember ye) we on our way, 
" Were oreitoken by an Arab clan. 
" TboK robbera thee, Maipbisa, bore away; 
" Wbile yonng Rogero 'scaped, who better ran, 
" Bereaved of tliee, tby woful loes I wept, 
" And with more watchful care tby broths kept. 

LXIV. 

" Rogero, if Atlantes watched thee well, 

" Wbile yet he was alive, thou best dost know. 
■' I the fixed stars had beard of thee fixreteH, 
" That thou shouldst perish by a treachenms foe 
" In Christian land; and till their influence fell 
" Was ended, laboured to avert the blow; 
" Nor having power in fine thy will to guide, 
" I sickened sore, and of my sottow died. 

LXV. 

" But here, before my death, iw in this gtade 

" I knew thoti sbould'st with bold Marphisa fi|^t, 

" I with huge atones, amassed by hellish aid, 

" Had this fail monument of marble dtght; 

" And I to Charon with loud outcries said; 

' I would not he should hence couvey my sprite, 

' Till here, prepared in deadly fray to strive, 

' Rcgero and his sister should arrive.' 
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LXVl. 
" Thus has my spirit tat this many a day 
" Waited thy comiiig in these beaateous giwres ; 
" So be no more to jealous fiears a prey, 
" O Bradamant, because Rogero loces. 
" But me to quit the cheerful realms of day, 
" And seek the darksome cloisters it behoves." 
Here ceased the vmee; whidi in the Child amazed 
And those two damsels mighty marvel raised. 

LXVII. 

Gladly a sister in the martial queen 
Rogero, she in him a brother' knows; 
Who now embrace, nor move her jealous spleen. 
That with the love of young Rogero glows; 
And dting what, and when, and where had been 
Their childish deeds, as they to memory roee, 
In snmming up past times, more sure thev hold 
The things whereof the wizard's spirit told. 

LXVIII. 
Bogero &om Marphisa does not hide. 
How Bradamant to him at heart is dear; 
And by what obligatioiiB he ia tied 
In moving wcvds relates the cavalier; 
Nor ceases till he baa, on eitha- side. 
Tamed to firm love the hate they bore whilere. 
When, as a sign of peace, and discord chased. 
They, at his bidding, tenderly embraced. 
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LXIX. 

Marphisa to Rogero makea request 
.' To say what sire wu tlieus, and what their strain; 
' And how he died; by banded foes opprest, 
' Or at close barriers, was the warrior slain ? 
* And who it was had issued the behest 
' To drown their mother in the stormy main i 
' For of the tale, if ever heard beftve, 
' Littlfl ex nothii^ she in memory bOTe.' 

LXX. 

" Of Trojan ancestors are we tiie aeed, 

" Through famous Heotor'B line," (Rogero said.) 

" For after yout^ Antyanaz was freed *, 

" From fierce Ulysses and the toils he spread, 

" Leaving aootW stripling in his stead. 

" Of bis own age, he out of Phrygia fled. 

" Who. after long and wide aea-wandering, gained 

" Sicily's shore, and in .Meesina reigned. 

LXXI. 
" Part of Calabria within Faro held 
" The warrior's haia, who after a 1«^ nm 
" Of enccessors, departed thence and dwelled 
" In Mars' imperial dty: more than one 
" Famed king and emperor, who that list have swdled, 
" la Rome and other part has filled the thnme ; 
" And trom Couatantina and good Constantioe, 
" Stretdied to the stm of Pepin, is-their line. 



■,..<, .yGoogle 



CANTO XXXVt. THE OXtAXDO FOftlOeO-' 251 

LXXII. 

" Bi^era, Oambaron, Buoro hence succeed; ■ 
" And that Rogero, Becood of the name, 
" Who filled OUT froitful mother with his seed ; 
" As thou Atlantes may'st have heard proclaim. 
" Of our fair lineage many a noble deed 
" Shalt thon hear blazed abroad by sounding Fame." 
' Of Agolont's inroad next the stripling told, 
' With Agramant and vith Almontes bold ; 

LXXUI. 

' And how a lovely daughtefj who excelled 
' In feats of arms, that king occompauied; 
' So stout she many paladins had quelled ; 
' And how, in fine, she for Rogero sighed; 
' And for his love 'against her sire rebelled ; 
' And was baptized, and was Bogeio's bride; 
' And how a traitor hired (him Bertram name) 
■ His brother's wife with an incestuous flame; 

LXXIV. 
' And country, dre, and brethren two betrayed, 
' Hoping be so the lady should have won ; 
' How Risa open to the foe he laid, 
' By whom all scathe was on those kinsmen done; 
' How Agolant's two furious sons conveyed 
' Their mother, great with child, and dx months gone, 
' Aboard a helmless boat, and with ite chai^, 
' In wildest winter, turned adrift the barge.' 



■,..<, .yGoogle 



252 THE OKLANSO FTHIOSO. CANTO XXTtVI. 

LXXV. 

Valiant MAr{diin, witfi n tranquil face, . 
Heard yonng Rt^ro thus his tale pursue. 
And joyed to be descended of a race 
Which from M Uut a font its waters drew: 
Whence Clermont, whence renowned Mongrana trace 
Their noble line, the martial damsel knew; 
Blazcmed through years and cHituriee by Fame, 
(jnrivalled, bodi, in men of mi^ty name. 

LXXVI. 

When afterwards she from her tsotber knew 
Agramant's uncle, are, and grandsire fell. 
In treacherouB wise-, the first Rt^ero dew 
And brooght to cruel pass Gkladelle, 
Marphisa could not hear the story through : 
To him she cries, " With pardon, what you tell, 
" Brother, ctmYicts you of too foul a wrong, 
" In leaving thua o^ aire unvenged so l<»g. 

LXXVII. 

" Could'st then not in Almioites and Troyane, 
" Aa dead whilne, your thirsty foolchion plant, 
" By yon those monarch's children mi^t be slain. 
" Are yoa alive, and lives King Agramant? 
" Never will yoa efface the shameful stain, 
" That ye, so often wronged, not only grant 
" Life to that king, but as your lord obey; 
" Iiodge in his court, and serve him for his pay^ 



D,g,t,.?<ii„GoogIe 



OANTO XXXVI. THE OBLANDO FUHIOSO. 253 

LXXVIII. 

" Here heartily in &ce of Heaven I vow, 

" Tkal Clirut mj father wwshipped, to adore ; 

" And till I venge my parents on the. foe 

" To wear this annoni; and I will deplore 

" Your deed, Rogero, and deplore even now, 

" That yon should swell the squadrons of the Mom', 

" Or other follower of the Moslem faith, 

" Save sword in hand, and to the paynim's scathe." 

LXXIX. 

Ail ! how fiur Bradamant uplifts again 

Her visage at that speed, rejuced in sprite ! 
Rogero she exhorts in earnest vein 
To do as his Iilarphisa counsels right; 
And bids him seek the camp of Charlemagne, 
And have himself acknowledged in bis sight. 
Who so reveres and lands his father's worth, 
He even deems him one unmatched on earth. 

LXXX. 

' In the bc^pnning so be should have done,' 
(Warily young Rogero answer made,) 
' But, for the tale was not so fully known, 
' As unce, the deed had been too long delaid. 
' Now, seeing it was fierce Troyaao's son 
' That had b^^irt him with the knightly blade, 
' He, as a traitor, well might be abhorred, 
' If he slew one, accepted as his lord.' 
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• LXXXI. 
Bntj as to Bradamant wUlere, he cries, 
' He will all measures and all means assay, 
' Wberebjr some &ir occasion may arise 
' To leave the king ; and had there been delay, 
' And he whilere had done in otherwise, 
■ She on the Tartar king the fiiult must lay: 
' How sorely handled that redoubted foe 
' Had left him in their battle, she miut know; 

LXXXII. 

' And she, that every day had sought his bed, 
' Must of this truth the fittest widiess be.' 
Much upon this was answered, much was said. 
Between those damsels, who at last agree ; 
And as their last resolve, last couneet read. 
He ahould rejoin the paynim's ensignry. 
Till he found foir occasion to resort 
From Agramant's to Charles's royal court 

LXXXIII. 
To Bradamant the bold Marphisa criea : 
" Let him b^jone, nor doubt but I, before 
" Many days pass, will manage in such wise, 
" That A^ramant shaU be his lord no more." 
So says the martial damael, nor implies 
The secret purpose which she has in store. 
Making his congees to the £riendly twain. 
To join his Icing Bogero turns the rein. 



■,..<,., Google 



CiNTO XXXTI. THE OSLAXDO FCBIOSO. 2i 

LXXXIV. 

WLen a complaint ii heard from valley near : 
All now stand listeniiig, to the noise attest ; 
And to tliat plaintive voice incline their ear, 
A w(Mnan'B (as 'twould geem) that makes lalnent. 
But I this strain would gladly finish here, 
And, that I finish it, be ye content : 
For better things I promise to report, 
If ye to hear another strain resort. 
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ihat art in mckedneu outdme 
By any Cgclopi, anj/ l^arigon. 

Stanza ii. lines 7 and 8. 

Arloilo is luualty moat happf In the opeaiug of bii cantoa ; 
but thia prelude, thoDf h there U one masterly. touch lu the pic- 
ture, is not, I thiak, among hit faapiiiest. It ia proverbially dan- 
getoua for tlie poet to handle cotemp«rary suVJectA, more 
eapecialif ia dettdl, for poHteritj will seldom ijmpathlie with 
bim In hit exaggerated ot distorted Tiews. Thus Ariosto had 
no right to call the Sdavonlan such foul names for the death 
of Csntelmot which was after all an act of sarage josllce; 
for he was a deserter from the Venetian servioe to that of the 
duke of Ferrara. 



and txmldfihi 
Wornti hart* or rider ht Oe patmch or breatl. 

Stania szii. lines I and 2, 

We hare Blreadjr Keen that it was held uncoarteoos to wound 
the horse: but this reckless violence is consistent with Mar- 
pbisa's character. In the Jnnamorato, It is yet more extrava- 
gant; but, considering the liberties which Ariosto has taken 
with his other penoni^es (as Astolpho), we may wonder that 
he has uot softened It more. 

VOL. VI. a 
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Andfiom that marMe momantni pnxtedi 
A voice^ that every mortal voice exceedt* 

Stanu liiii. lines 7 and 8. 

getniCug lacbiymabills iiiio 
AudiiDr tamalo. 

MnAi.. III. 



For i^tir yotmg Aityanax vatfrceS, t[C. 

SUtiza \sx. Une 3. 

Here agaiu <ve bare more after-! Dvenlio as about IVoy. 
Respectbg ibe rest of the Mory, I ahall give such scattered 
lights 03 I find in Harritigttin and HooLe, without (bilonisg 
the eiaEuple of the noble fonnder of an antiqaariau booli- 
club, who devoted his time to comctiDp, or recoacUing, 
tlie coDtradlctions in Dnteiu' Oenealogy of tbe Heroes of 
nmn Alice. 

Harrington only tafi that hia " author here followj not an; 
tme atory, bat a work entitled Almontes, which, notwith- 
standing, hath some credit, thongh not Dtnch t" bnt Hotde 
finds the dramalii ptrttma among those of tbe InukrhDrBto, 
and those that "jousted in Aspramont ;" and gives the following 
account of them : " After the Oredana had taken Troy, and 
pnt most of their prieoaers to the sword, among whom was 
Polyxena, daughter of Prian and Hecuba who was sact^fictMl 
at the tomb of AcUUes ; in order entirely to extirpate the race 
of Hector, they sought for Attjanax ; but Andromache, to pre- 
serve his lift, concealed him in a sepulchre, and took another 
child in her arm*, with wboin being found, they were both pnt 
to death. In the mean tiine'the real Astyanax wns safely con- 
veyed, by a friend of bis father, to the island ofSidly, when, 
bdng grown to man's estate, be conquered Corblb and Aigos : 
be established a government at Mes«ins, and manled the qveeu 
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of SyrtcoM, bat was afterward kiUed by treacfaery, and Ma 
widow being driTen from ihe city by the Greets, took shelter 
in Rlsa, where site was delivered of a bod named Potydore, 
from wbotu descended. Clofls and Conslantiui. Constautlas 
was the head uf the line o( E^epln, father ofCharlenagtie; and 
from Clovia came Hogero, who married Galaciella, daughter of 
Agolant. Rogerobeingcruellymurde^d and bit city destroyed, 
hb wife fled to the coast of Africa, where she was delirertd of 
two children, a lioy and a girl, and died soon after j Ihe boy, 
called Rogero, was bronght np by Atlantes, a magician." — See 
Orlando Innam. b. li. c. i., &c. 

I'akc his further acconat of Rc^ro of Ili^a and Galaciella, 
the father and mother of AiiOBto's hero : 

" Wlien Almontes left the dominions of his father Agolanl 
to revenge the death of King Ganileri on the Chrifttiang, he 
took with him Ui sister Galaciella, a female warrior uf great 
courage, bnt hii brother Troyano remained behind with hit 
father. Almontes and Galaciella akemately fought with Rogero 
of lUea, wllhont victory 10 any party. Galaciella turned 
Christian and married Rogero; bnt Bertram, elder natural 
brother to Rogero, having conceived a paadon for his sistcr-ln- 
law, bat, unable to cormpt her chastity, be In revenge betrayed 
the town of Risa to Alnionfes, who entering by night, put all 
to the sword. Rogero and his father Rampaldo were killed ; 
but Almontes afterward, repenting of the pari ndiich he had 
acted, earned Bertram to be put to death. Galaciella, then tdg 
tritb child, wBi put on board a vessel with eight attendants, 
whom the afterward* killed, and landing at a caitle, was de- 
livered of two children, and died." — Atpram«nt», c. iv. v], ix. 
&c. 

" The latter part of this story is diff'erently told by Boardo 
and Ariosto, who relate that she was exposed alone tn au open 
boat by her brothers, and cast on the roast of Africa."— jBm^«. 

BND OF roi-Ti, 
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